
Welton Taylor, microbiologist, 1919-2012 
 

Welton I. Taylor graduated from the University of Illinois at Champaign-

Urbana in June of 1941 and received his commission as a 2nd Lieutenant, 

U.S. Army Field Artillery, simultaneously. Called to active duty 28 days 

later, he reported to the 31st Field Artillery Training Battalion at Fort Sill, 

Oklahoma, and became the first African American Field Artillery Officer in 

the history of the Fort.  

 

At the request of fellow Chicagoan, Major Marcus H. Ray, Taylor 

transferred to the 184th Field Artillery Regiment, Fort Custer, Michigan, 

following the attack on Pearl Harbor. Singled out by Maj. Ray as a young 

man of promise, Taylor was promoted to 1st Lieutenant and sent to the 

Second Army Air Force Liaison Training Detachment (AAFLTD) in Pittsburg, Kansas, in June of 1943. 

He became only the second African American to train at the all-white facility and upon graduation, 

became one of the first four African Americans in U.S. history to earn liaison pilot wings.   

 

Taylor returned to Fort Sill for mandatory Advanced Flight Training before deploying to the South 

Pacific with the 93rd Infantry Division, 596th Field Artillery Battalion. He joined fourteen (14) other black 

liaison pilots assigned to the 93rd Division (all of whom had received Basic and Primary training at 

Tuskegee instead) and flew liaison missions with them throughout the South Pacific from January 1944 

until the end of the war. 

 

At war’s end, Taylor returned stateside, married his long-time girlfriend, Jayne Kemp, and obtained his 

M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in bacteriology at the University of Illinois on the G.I. bill. During a career that 

subsequently spanned more than fifty years, he taught microbiology at the medical schools of both the 

University of Illinois and Northwestern University, did ground-breaking research on the prevention of 

bacteriological contamination in the nation’s food supply, helped France and Britain eradicate Salmonella 

in their imported foods, became Microbiologist-in-Chief at Chicago’s Children’s Memorial Hospital and 

Consulting Microbiologist to twelve additional Chicago-area hospitals. He obtained four patents, 

published 40 articles in scientific journals, and invented a product still used by laboratories worldwide to 

certify foods Salmonella-free. In recognition of his work, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) in Atlanta named a newly discovered bacterium "enterobacter taylorae" in his honor and that of a 

British colleague, Dr. Joan Taylor (no relation), in 1985. 

 

Taylor joined Chicago’s “DODO” chapter of Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. in 2005 and welcomed the 

opportunity to return to his lifelong passion—flying―at the age of 85. Joining his fellow “DODOs” on 

the lecture circuit, he educated corporate, civic, and academic groups on the triumphs and frustrations of 

the Tuskegee Airmen and other black heroes of WWII and traveled to the Experimental Aircraft 

Association’s AirVenture in Oshkosh, WI, with the chapter every year. Taylor became well-known among 

EAA’s “warbird” enthusiasts and proudly unveiled his long-awaited WWII memoir, Two Steps from 

Glory (available on Amazon.com), in the DODO Chapter’s booth during AirVenture 2012. That was to be 

Taylor’s final mission: he died three months later on November 1, 2012—just eleven days shy of his 93rd 

birthday.  

 

In May of 2016, Dr. Taylor will be inducted (posthumously) into the National Inventors Hall of Fame in 

Washington, D.C.  Recognized for his patented invention designed for the detection of Salmonella, Taylor 

will join the ranks of Alexander Graham Bell, Eli Whitney, Orville & Wilber Wright, Steve Jobs, and 

over 500 other inventors whose breakthroughs have benefited both society and the world.   


