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Carrying on the legend and teaching young people about the opportunities in aviation.

Chappie James Chapter Member Traces His Desire To Fly
To Lindbergh News Story
James Beckett
Submitted by Vince Saunders

Source: The Southern Aviator, “An Uphill Battle: Perseverance Fueled Hiram Mann’s Dreams
of Flight; Today This Tuskegee Airman Inspires Others To Take To The Skies”, March 5th 2004
Reprinted with permission of Southern Aviator
Hiram Mann traces his desire to fly to one of the biggest news stories of his youth, Charles Lindbergh’s nonstop solo flight to
Paris. Like so many young men of his generation, Mann was excited about the possibilities Lindberg’s flight opened up to the
world. He began building and flying balsa wood models of airplanes, buying his parts one stick of balsa at a time for a penny
or two each.
Being a Depression-era child, a penny or two was hard to come by. But Mann persevered, buying when he could and flying
what he built. He started dreaming about piloting real airplanes too.
But Mann had a few hurdles to clear before he could fulfill his dream of becoming a pilot. Since his finances made learning to
fly in the civilian ranks unlikely, he turned to the military as his best hope. But the military wasn’t all that excited to hear from
him. His first letter inquiring about a position as a military pilot was met with a terse response. Mann received a letter that
explained in no uncertain terms that there were no facilities for training or housing black pilots in the United States military. In
disgust the threw the letter away. “I wish I had kept it,” he says now.
It took three more attempts before Mann, a recently married bell boy from Cleveland, Ohio, was
accepted into an experimental military program based in Alabama at the Tuskegee Institute. He
boarded a train that would take him to his destiny, riding in the Jim Crow car, one back from the
coal car, as was customary in the southern states during those years.

… Continued on the Page 10
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► Remembering “DODO” Herman And Vera Sneed

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

APRIL

MAY

April 20th @ 6:30 p.m.
Chapter Meeting
Martin Temple—Guest Speaker
6930 S. Cottage Grove
(Chapter—Auxiliary Photos!!)

THIS MONTH
IN HISTORY

May 1st @ 1:00 p.m.
Salute To Aviation’s Colorful Women
Lincoln Cemetery
123th & Kedzie

April 26th 1966

***

Private Milton L. Olive III
Awarded Medal of Honor
Posthumously

May 8th @ 9:00 a.m.
Young Eagles
Gary—Chicago Airport

***
April 21st @ 7:00 p.m.
Illinois Pilots Association
“Sidelines”
19606 S. Burnham Ave
Lansing, IL

***
May 11th @ 7:00 p.m.
Board Meeting
Bronzeville Academy
***

WORD OF MONTH
Submitted by Vince Saunders
approbation \ap-ruh-BAY-shun\ (noun)

May 18th @ 7:00 p.m.
Chapter Meeting
Bronzeville Academy

1 : an act of approving formally or officially
*2 : commendation, praise
Example sentence:
"Ken Rapier and the Spring Fling Planning Committee
enjoyed the approbation of numerous attendees of the
event following another successful dinner dance
fund-raiser."
Did you know?
"Approbation" is similar in meaning to "approval," and it is
also very close to "approval" etymologically. Both words
come to us via Middle French from the Latin verb
"approbare," which means "to approve." "Approbation"
early on meant "formal or official approval," and it still
retains this sense in certain ecclesiastical contexts. Today,
however, we mostly use "approbation" in the looser sense
of "approval, admiration, or praise." The related verb
"approbate" means "to approve or sanction," and the
adjective "approbatory" means "expressing approval or
commendation."
*Indicates the sense illustrated in the example sentence.
Source: Merriam-Webster Inc.
http://www.Merriam-Webster.com

HEADS-UP
Submitted by Vera Thompson
Octave Chanute Aerospace Museum
Rantoul, Illinois
FOURTH AVIATION CAMP BEING PLANNED
Jim Eldridge, Education Director
The dates for Aviation Summer Camp 2004 will be June 14
through June 18; the hours will be from 8:30 a.m. until 3:00
p.m. Monday through Thursday and on Friday from 8:30 a.m.
to Noon (there will be no lunch provided on Friday as that is
the morning we spend at Willard Airport).
The camp will be open to students from 7th grade to 12th
grade. Some new activities are being planned this year to allow
a lot of hands-on experiences for the campers. Many of the
aircraft in our collection will be available for close-up
examination.
We hope to provide campers some aircraft maintenance and
restoration project experience this year. Application and
information on two scholarships available may be found at
www.aeromuseum.org, or by calling Jim Eldridge at
(217) 893-1613.
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“DODO” Tidbits, Catch-Ups, And Back-Ups
Bobbie M. Anthony Perez
Rev. Theodore Moran Jr., Pastor of St. Mary A.M.E. Church, was “Class Leaders’ Day” speaker at Blackwell Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church
in March.
Rev. Donald Register, Pastor of Six-Grace Presbyterian USA Church, was the Easter Sunrise Service guest speaker at Grant Memorial A.M.
E. Zion Church.
Duane Hayden is one of 10 assistants to the Department of Aviation Commissioner, City of Chicago.
At the 7th annual “African American Pioneers in Aviation” Essay Contest program at the O’Hare Hilton, Melvin Knazze finally got exhibits
for the “DODO”s that had been at O’Hare Airport for three years.
Bev Dunjill didn’t leave his flying skills in Korea. He flew Young Eagles at Meigs Field just before the move to Gary-Chicago Airport.
Melvin Knazze’s son was in a program under the tutelage of Duane Hayden at Southern Illinois University.
If you wonder why Karen Coruthers has not been at “DODO” meetings recently, it’s because she is becoming more and more brilliant as
a result of going to school.
In the January issue of the Retired Teachers Association of Chicago News Bulletin, Marshall Knox is pictured seconding a motion to
remove a name from the election ballot. Did you know that Marshall used to teach at Dunbar Vocational High School? Melvin Knazze says
he was a student there at the time.
You can thank Joan Taylor for helping to design the beautiful award presented to “DODO”s at the Art Institute reception in December.
Dr. Lucy Lang-Chappell modeled several stunning outfits at the third annual fashion show benefit of the Bobby E. Wright Comprehensive
Behavioral Health Center, Inc. in February.
Pittsburgh Courier World War II correspondent and editor, Frank Bolden, who wrote about the contributions of Black Americans in that
war, died last fall. Bolden was featured in the news interview session during the 2000 National Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. convention.
Perhaps, you’ve seen Judge Earl E. Strayhorn on the television as a member of the panel evaluating the County building fire disaster last
year. In the program book of Six-Grace Presbyterian Church’s “Tribute to African American History”, Earl’s contribution was a page-long
treatise titled “The Dream”. He noted that the collective dreams of “Black History makers” must be kept alive and moved forward by our
individual efforts as our mission. His statement that we must honor their existence by making their dreams a reality reminded Bobbie of
the mission of “DODO” Heritage and New-Generation members.
Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez was very pleased to receive an invitation to an event honoring “DODO” Claude Platt, Anderw Perez’s Primary
Flight Instructor at Moten Field during World War II. The event was sponsored by the Department of Veterans Affairs North Texas
Health Care System, Ft. Worth Outpatient Clinic. Bobbie received the invitation too late to attend, but phoned congratulations to Claude.
An article detailing Claude’s military honors and particulars of the event was later sent to Bobbie and might appear in a future edition of
the Flight Plan.
It was great to see our busy Flight Plan Publisher, Emmit Hoosman, as well as Darina Smith, at recent meetings. Emmit has to be out of
town in connection with his business from time to time.
An old edition of the Tuskegee University Bulletin, The President’s Quarterly Report has an article about Dr. Warren E. Henry, whom the
University of Chicago recognized with its Professional Achievement Citation. Distinguished as a world-renowned physicist, Dr. Henry was
a student and colleague of Dr. George Washington Carver and taught physics classes for the Tuskegee Airmen.

… Continued on the Page 5
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… Continued from the Page 4

The two Andrew S. Perez Memorial free raffles held at the February and March “DODO” meetings yielded prizes, mostly items from
Andrew’s estate, which included several videos of “Secrets of World War II”, a tote bag, a zippered case, books and booklets on a
number of topics — especially health and foods, directional compasses and an electronic word-finder, with many functions, such as
a thesaurus and a dictionary. Winners have included Melvin Knazze, Tom Tillman, Herman Davis, Glyen White, Milton Williams,
Robert McCommon, Bev Dunjill, Kathy Chappell, Charlie Richardson, Rufus Hunt, Morris Williams, Hilton Joseph, Oliver Jones,
Michael Hill, Paul Wilson, Alcus Cromartie, and Moses Jones. The raffles will continue at the Bronzeville Military Academy meetings.
On Thursday, March 18, during a pledge solicitation on Channel 11, one of the solicitors praised the Tuskegee Airmen, “which has a
chapter right here in Chicago — and we should all be grateful to them.” Pledge gifts offered were about the military.

“DODO” Chapter’s April Young Eagles Report
Ken Rapier

Carl Robinson

Young Eagles Rally, April 10th, 2004

Saturday, April 10th, falling between the Good Friday and the Easter Sunday brought out a total of 29 youngsters for Young Eagles
flights. All were flown by a small cadre of pilots: Marvin Robinson, Dick Tennerstedt and Booker Thomason.
Pilots and volunteers were treated to a morning coffee and Carol Thompson’s homemade cookie dream bars with turkey sandwiches
and chips for lunch. A good time was had by all. Tower tours for the youngsters were conducted by Victor Croswell and Keith
Renfroe.
Melvin Knazze and Carl Robinson taught ground school for the Young Eagles before their flights. Carl is a Young Eagle who is now a
freshman majoring in Aviation at Lewis University and comes back for every Young Eagles Rally to help out (see photos above). He
is truly another one of the Young Eagle success stories and will be our guest at the Spring Fling.
A special thanks to Carl and all of the other volunteers that came to Gary to assist with the rally: Bev Dunjill, Duane Hayden, Mike
Hill, Cecelia Holland, Clarence Holland, Rufus Hunt, Julius Jackson, Moses Jones, Hilton Joseph, Bob Mullins, Judi Rapier, Charlie
Richardson, George Taylor, Barbra Werner, Doug White, Milt Williams, Dan Williamson and Paul Wilson.
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program
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The Proud Bird Restaurant and Banquet Facility
Text and Photos by the Editor

Outside the facilities’ patio, a FedEx Jet Aircraft
in the landing pattern at Los Angeles
International Airport

Right inside the main entrance at a circular driveway,
you are welcomed by a P-51 “Mustang”, complete
with a red spinner-tail, nicknamed “Lucifer”

A Curtiss P-40 also greets you along the
walkway to the main entrance to the
restaurant

Located about three blocks south of Century Boulevard on Aviation Blvd (address is 11022 Aviation Blvd), in Los Angeles, California sits the
“Proud Bird”. This facility is large indeed, complete with a sit-down restaurant, ballroom, banquet rooms and a large parking lot. The Proud
Bird is just a stone’s throw from Los Angeles International Airport (LAX).

You could spend a while indeed viewing all
there is to see

From inside the restaurant, looking out a rear
window

Squadron patches of the 332nd
Fighter Group are displayed

One large banquet room is dedicated to the Tuskegee Airmen. Outside this room, on the sidewalk is a large stone marker simply inscribed
‘The Tuskegee Airmen Room”.

Still another photo of this impressive exhibit

Photos seem to speak to you of this history

A granite marker under the red-tailed P-51
tells you the story of some of the Tuskegee Airmen accomplishments

It was an awe inspiring experience to view the contents of this tribute to the Tuskegee Airmen. I hope the photographs that accompany this
account serve as a fitting description of this particular example of the Tuskegee Airmen’s enduring legacy. I salute the owner’s efforts, as
well as those of the Los Angeles Chapter of the T.A.I.

A WWII War bird, the “Corsair”
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A photograph of Gen. B.O. Davis Jr. is among
dozens of pictures that hang in the Tuskegee
Airmen Room at the Proud Bird

The WWII P-38 twin engine “Lightning”

Special Project Committee (SPC) Report
Odette C. Martin
I. ARCHIVES COMMITTEE—2003
A. Changes in Personnel have slowed the Archive Committee’s (AC) progress. Sophia Jordan, Chief of Special Collections and
Preservation Division—Harold Washington Library (HWL), resigned to become Chief Archivist at Johns Hopkins University Library. On
behalf of the Chapter, we applaud her appointment and wish her well. Michael Flug of Vivian Harsh Regional Library has new
assignments, which prevent his continuing to work with the AC. The AC now welcomes partnership with Glenn Humphries, who
replaces Jordan at HWL.
Initial contractual arrangements (called “A Deed of Gift”) have tentatively been agreed upon and beginning with the Executive Board
will be submitted to the Chapter for approval.
HWL will handle donor funding for additional elements of the Archives Project, beginning with a funding proposal for transcripts of
the Video Tape Collection; a large screen exhibit at HWL for special use—e.g. Black History Month; and an HWL website. (The
written transcripts will allow Archives users, from “researchers” to “school children”, to more easily make extensive use of the
materials.)
B. Reminder: TA members (and their family members) are again asked to collect and sort their memorabilia. Items can be either
donated outright or digitally photographed by HWL for the Archives (Printed info re: memorabilia is available. For example, see the
list compiled by SPC Consultant, June O. Patton, PhD; also material distributed by Jordan and Flug.)
C. The Nexus proposal for a Leadership Institute for Female High School Students was rejected by the membership.
D. The offer of use of the Sox Park facilities (now U.S. Cellular Field) is still available.
II. CHICAGO “DODO” CHAPTER, TAI® HANDBOOK—2003
The 2003 handbook report brings closure to an important phase of one SPC project: the preparation of organized content material
needed to produce a guide for Chapter operations that will accommodate continuing changes and updates. Section 1 of an earlier
draft states the purpose and objectives, and SPC plans:

♦

The President’s Message (Roy Chappell—VCR)

♦

Handbook Development

Status
Handbook activity in 2003 was directed toward the clarification and processing of additions, revisions, and corrections of the content
material received from the Chapter members and other sources. Chairs of standing and permanent committees, and others
involved, may receive copies of suggestions submitted. Channels for future contributions have been established: Chairmen to
Chapter Handbook designate.
Publications and distribution arrangements are to be handled by the President and the Publisher.
General Information Book
Initial steps were taken to create a “general information book” to be composed of articles outside the scope of the operations
manual, namely, a variety of aviation related items—history, biographies, current events, career and scholarship information—TA
experiences that may be of both interest and use to Chapter members. This collection was transferred to the Chapter Handbook
representative. Additional items will be made available to a member interested in developing the project, and to the Flight Plan
newsletter.

… Continued on Page 12
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Remembering “DODO” Herman And Vera Sneed
Joan and George Taylor
Last September we had the thrill of seeing the exciting show of Celine Dion (and others) in Las Vegas. However, more important and enjoyable
was the eventful day we spent with our greatly admired “DODO” friends, Herman and Vera Sneed, in their beautiful home and on a
wide-ranging sightseeing trip!
For members who have not had the good fortune of knowing the Sneeds, now is the time to introduce them to you because they are very
important in our “DODO” history.
For fourteen years Vera and Herman provided spacious meeting facilities in their building (12057 South Ashland), which we proudly called
“The DODO Club House”. The room had a stage, floor to ceiling murals and pictures of Tuskegee Airmen history, comfortable lounge area and
meeting space. This environment, plus the Sneeds’ commitment to TAI, contributed immeasurable to the growth of strong camaraderies and
successful program building, which our chapter enjoys today.
Many will remember the enjoyable lawn parties we had in the Sneeds’ beautiful yard Herman also has miraculously created heavenly
surroundings in Las Vegas!! For three months, he unearthed large stones and boulders at their newly built home. He personally built a brick
retainer wall, engineered a waterfall and fountain (with lighting) plus a fully equipped barbeque area. He planted grass, several African sumac
trees, and many flowers and plants.

The Sneeds’ Home

Vera’s beautiful home decorating skills should be displayed in “House and Garden”! Being a perfectionist, Vera flew her drapery maker to Las
Vegas to hand the drapery she had been instructed to make before Vera left Chicago!
Grandson, Alfonso, is a stellar example of what a 13 year old should be! Currently a sergeant in the Civil Air Patrol, he has finished glider
training, five powered flights and has received numerous commendations. Alfonso is an expert model airplane builder and enthusiastically
accompanies Herman to air events. As an accomplished student of the saxophone and piano, Alfonso shows great promise in this field as well
as in aeronautics. His teacher, Cedric Gay, is a former Chicago music associate of “DODO” Hilton Joseph.
We are grateful to Herman and Vera for extending their warm hospitality to us on our vacation. We again
laud them for their contributions to the “DODO” Chapter. Herman’s energizing support during challenging
periods of executing the 1994 National TAI Convention in Chicago is particularly memorable and
appreciated.

The Sneeds and Taylors
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Alfonso Sneed

Milton Olive Artifact Donation Made to Bronzeville Academy
Submitted by Vince Saunders
Source: City of Chicago’s Press Release (March 2003)

The National African American Military Museum received Vietnam War Hero Milton Olive’s “Dog Tags” during the Artifact Induction
Ceremony.
On Thursday, February 26, the family of Private First Class Milton Olive, a Vietnam War Medal of Honor recipient,
donated the “Dog Tags” that PFC Olive was wearing when he sacrificed his life to save fellow soldiers during the
Vietnam war. The Donation was made to the National African American Military Museum (NAAMM) located at the
Bronzeville Academy, 3519 South Giles Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60653.
The program was attended by several Chicago “DODO” Chapter members.
In his remarks, Mayor Daley stated that this ceremony represented two generations of Daley Administration recognition of Milton Olive.
On April 26 1966, his father, Mayor Richard J. Daley, stood in the White House Rose Garden alongside President Lyndon Johnson, as he
posthumously awarded Olive the Presidential Medal of Honor.
Ambushed in a Vietnam jungle, the 18 year old Chicago resident threw himself on a hand grenade to save four comrades. As a tribute
to Milton Olive’s bravery and heroism, the city of Chicago created the Olive Park near Navy Pier, and named one of the seven City
Colleges of Chicago the Olive Harvey College, in his memory.
Chuck Bowen, the co-founder of the NAAMM and the Executive Assistant to Mayor Richard Daley, says: “The Milton Olive story is one of
thousands that the museum will make available to heighten awareness and appreciation of the contributions that the African American
men and women have made to this country through the armed services of America”. The African American Military Museum was
established to illuminate and place in the proper historical context the tenacious spirit, courage, bravery, commitment and leadership
that define African American patriots who were and are willing to die for the principals of this country. This continuing 200-year journey
will be depicted through exhibits, memorabilia displays, video presentations, oral narratives, art renderings, lectures and performances.
Jim Tilman, a former US Army pilot and the current Meteorologist/Aviation Analyst for CBS 2 News served as Master of Ceremonies for
the program. The Artifact Induction Ceremony participants included: Bishop Arthur M. Brazier, Pastor, Apostolic Church of God and
Military Veteran; Alderman Madeline Haithcock; Chicago Public Schools CEO Arne Duncan; U.S. Congressmen Bobby Rush and Danny
Davis; State elected officials Senator Barack Obama and Rep. Lou Jones; and Color Guard representatives from Chicago’s five military
academies and three JROTC locations.

Private Milton L. Olive III.

A view of the vicinity from Olive Park, Chicago, IL
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Chappie James Chapter Member Traces His Desire To Fly
To Lindbergh News Story
… Continued from the Front Page
“I was older than most of my classmates,” Mann admits as he reflects on his experience. And he confesses that it
was an uphill battle towards graduation, complete with hazings from upperclassmen, and difficult times that were
often related more to race than ability.
But graduate he did. In time he found himself stationed overseas, flying P-51 Ds as a member of the 332nd Fighter Group,
15th Air Force. He flew 48 combat missions with the 302nd and 100th fighter squadrons, flying his last mission April 26, 1945.
The war in Europe ended just weeks later, with the German surrender on May 7 and VE Day proclaimed May 8.
His path from the lobby of a Cleveland hotel to Tuskegee to the European theater of operations placed Mann in the pilot’s seat
of P-40s, P-47s and P-51s. He saw the best and the worst of what men could be along the way. It was a time that has instilled
a sense of great pride and satisfaction—although it was a journey with its share of pain and discomfort. Mann and his
compatriots weren’t referred to as Tuskegee Airmen until the 1970s. Back then they were called ‘Red Tails’, or ‘black pilots’, or
by more derogatory terms.
Between active service and his time in the reserves, Mann spent 21 years in the military. Aside from
flying, he lists his stint as an admissions counselor at the United States Air Force Academy as his most
enjoyable military experience. He retired from the service in 1972, holding the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel.
As a civilian, concurrent with this reserve years, Mann established a career with the Department of Defense, retiring in 1974 to
Florida. But retirement doesn’t mean long afternoons of shuffleboard and bingo. He still works steadily, and remains devoted
to his wife Kathdaza, whom he married in 1940. “The key to my success was a good wife,” he says. He makes similar
comments repeatedly. It’s clear in conversation that beyond anything else in life, Mann ranks his relationship with his wife as
his greatest accomplishment, and his most profound joy. “She’s always been there,” he says with pride.
Mann belongs to a collection of organizations that work to expand the general public’s knowledge of
the accomplishments of his contemporaries, as well as establish a path for younger pilots to follow.
He is a charter member of the Tuskegee Airmen, belonging to the General Daniel “Chappie” James,
Jr. chapter. He is also a member of the P-40 Warhawk Pilots Association, the P-47 Thunderbolt
Pilots Association, and the P-51 Mustang Pilots Association.
Last summer, he presented a plaque on behalf of the Mustang Pilots Association to Fantasy of Flight owner Kermit Weeks for
his support in restoring and maintaining two P-51s for posterity. Weeks’ P-51C is painted in the colors of fellow Tuskegee
Airman Lee Archer. “Ina the Macon Belle” even bears Archer’s signature and a note of appreciation to Weeks on the protective
steel plate behind the pilot’s seat. “All Tuskegee Airmen were not pilots,” says Mann, dispelling a common misconception.
They aren’t all black or male either. The defining characteristics of an original Tuskegee Airman, according to Mann, is that the
individual must have served on a base established for the Tuskegee crews for at least one day between the years 1941 and
1948. This interpretation broadens the scope, and the understanding, of what the Tuskegee Airmen really were, and what a
huge contribution to the war effort they made. Enlisted mechanics, white officers, even white women who served as WASPS
often qualify as members of the original Tuskegee Airmen because of their service.
Hiram Mann and many of his contemporaries are luckily still among us. And while they may look like any other grandfather,
they are, in fact, American history in the flesh. They are heroes of the first order. Long may their stories be told.
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On A Rock In Rural Iowa
Submitted by Vince Saunders
Source: www.icwest.com/tc/adair_county_iowa.htm , www.goodtimeoldies.com/onarockinruraliowa.htm
Ray “Bubba” Sorensen II, painted the rock, located on Highway 25, a mile south of I-80 off the Greenfield Exit in Iowa. “Bubba” has
painted the rock as a tribute to the veterans for Memorial Day. He started painting the tribute when he was 19 years old and in
college at Iowa State University. He also painted a Veterans Memorial wall in Veterans Memorial park in the town of Casey, also
nearby.
There is a gravel drive around the rock which was supplied by the Schildberg quarry on whose property the rock resides. Postcards
(and photos) showing each of the four scenes can be purchased from Patsy Ahnen at 1st Street Antiques, located at the intersection
of 1st and Hwy. 92 (Kent Street) in Greenfield.
The rock is quite a remarkable monument. It should inspire patriotism in everyone who sees it.
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Special Project Committee (SPC) Report
… Continued from the Page 7
Needs—Concerns

♦

Handbook monitors are needed who recognize the pertinent information in Minutes of meetings, National and Chapter

newsletters, announcements, The President’s Message (HQTips) and other Chapter operations that require handbook changes and
updates. Monitors should receive all material distributed at meetings.

♦

Directed involvement of new and inactive members who may have abilities, skills, and experience to offer the Tuskegee Airmen

organization. A coordinator could create a pool of associates, who may be unable to attend meetings and events, to:
1.

Work with the membership personnel at the orientation sessions in development of a Skills Bank, and also encourage the wives

of new members to participate in TA activities.
2.

Survey, and communicate with, inactive members, “drop-outs”, disabled, elderly, etc. to create a pool of available associate

services, and enhance the interest in TA membership and activity.
Special Project Committee Co-Chairs
Archives Project: Odette C. Martin and Shelby Westbrook
Handbook Project: Vera Thompson

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.
P.O. Box 19063
Chicago, IL 60619-0063

