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WHY THE AMERICAN FLAG IS FOLDED 13 TIMES
Have you ever wondered why the flag of the
United States of America is folded 13 times
when it is lowered or when it is folded and
handed to the widow at the burial of a veteran? Here is the meaning of each of those
folds and what it means:
The first fold of our flag is a symbol of
life.
The second fold is a symbol of our belief in
eternal life.
The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veterans departing our ranks who
gave a portion of their lives for the defense
of our country to attain peace throughout the
world.
The fourth fold represents our weaker nature, for
as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him
we turn in times of peace as well as in time of war
for His divine guidance.
The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in
the words of Stephen Decatur, "Our Country, in
dealing with other countries may she always be
right; but it is still our country, right or
wrong."
The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is
with our heart that we pledge allegiance to the
flag of the United States Of America, and to the
Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,
indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.
Continue on page 9:
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May 9th
@ 6:30pm
TAI Directors Meeting
Gary-Chicago Airport

***

May 13th
@ 9:00am
Young Eagles
Gary-Chicago Airport
***
May 16th
6:30PM - 8:30PM
Chapter Meeting
Gary-Chicago Airport
***

May 28th
Noon
Memorial Day Parade
On State Street; Wacker
Drive
to Congress
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June 13th
TAI Directors Meeting
Gary-Chicago Airport
***
June 18th
10:00AM
JuneTeenth Parade
79th & South Chicago
***
June 20th
6:30PM - 8:30PM
Chapter Meeting
Gary-Chicago Airport
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E-Mail Column

On 2006-04-11 at 15:52:57,
The following information was submitted:
From Host: 150.148.0.28
name = Sameerah Rashid
email = zflyingdove@yahoo.com
location = Atlanta, GA USA
message = I am a Journalism major who is doing research and writing about the Tuskegee Airmen. I would like to know if your chapter has any original Tuskegee Airmen that I can interview. I belong to the Atlanta Chapter and have been talking with them as well. Also one
of my relatives knows Tuskegee Airmen Bill Winston and James Hayes. I would like to know
if either of them are in your Chapter.
Sameerah Rashid
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source:

PRESS RELEASE
CONGRESSMAN CHARLES RANGEL

Contact: Emile Milne
April 11, 2006

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GOLD MEDAL BILL SIGNED INTO LAW
President Bush Gives Final Approval to Congressman Rangel's Legislation Conferring Highest
Congressional Award on African-American WWII Heroes
The legislation conferring the Congressional Gold Medal on the Tuskegee Airmen in recognition of their heroism in World War II was signed into law today, Congressman Charles Rangel
announced.
"This is the culmination of a huge effort by many people to grant the recognition to the
Tuskegee Airmen that they have earned and so well deserve," Congressman Rangel said. "I especially want to thank Senator Carl Levin of Michigan who carried this bill successfully in
the Senate and worked with me every step of the way to get us to this day."
The bill was signed by President George Bush at 10:00 a.m. today in a private bill-signing
at the White House. It was passed in its final version by the House of Representatives on
February 28, 2006, and by the Senate on March 27th.
The Gold Medal, Congress' most distinguished civilian award, will be presented to the Tuskegee Airmen, collectively, in ceremonies in the U.S. Capitol rotunda in Washington, D.C.
later this year. As authorized under the law, the President will present the specially designed Gold Medal on behalf of Congress.
Designed by the U.S. Mint, the award medal containing 15-ounces of gold will be housed at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, and
made available for temporary display at museums around the country. Bronze replicas will be
stamped for sale to the public.
The Tuskegee Airmen were a group of 994 African American pilots who gained fame during WWII
for their heroism escorting American bombers in raids over Europe and North Africa. Their
distinguished service is credited with influencing President Truman to desegregate the U.S.
military. Among the surviving Airmen living in New York are: educator Roscoe Brown, broadcastexecutive Percy Sutton, and business executive Lee Archer.
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THE BEST WAY TO GET VITAMINS: EAT FOOD
Antioxidant vitamins A and E appear to stave off all kinds
of illnesses.
Knowing that, the public has been popping vitamin pills to
get the benefits. But that may not work.
Studies at the University of Minnesota show that the big
benefits apply only to those who get their vitamins from
food. This prompts scientists to conclude that vitamins need
other chemicals in food to activate them or help them efficiently enter body cells.
What convenient way can you get all those good vegetables?
Analyses conducted at the University of Illinois show that
canned fruits and vegetables contain as much or more of certain nutrients as their fresh or frozen counterparts. It's
probably because they are canned fresh from the growing
fields.
Produce loses more of its vitamin content with each passing day while it is shipped, stocked,
and sold.
Source: Vince Saunders

Mother's Day May 14, 2006
When the mother of Philadelphia's Anna Jarvis died in 1907, she
wanted one day of the year set aside to honor not only her own
mother, but all mothers. By 1914, she convinced Congress to proclaim a national Mother's Day.
It was also Jarvis who suggested wearing carnations on Mother's
Day, red for living mothers, and white for those who had died. The
custom is still followed.
Mothers of our generation are also honored by their families. But they have another following, a much longer list, including people who work with them and for them, their bosses, and
customers who have come to depend on them.
Their contributions to the country's productivity are recognized in
a higher standard of living for all. Their work in arts and sciences
brings culture to our world.
To mothers who work with us, we say "Thank you" for your contributions to business and to the future of the world through your children.
Source: Vince Saunders

Once let the black man get upon his person the brass letters, U.S., let him get an eagle on his button, and a
musket on his shoulder and bullets in his pockets, and there is no power on earth which can deny that he has
earned the right to citizenship in the United States."
-Frederick Douglass
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EARTH DAY - APRIL 22, 2006
The first Earth Day in 1970 served as a wake-up call to our
nation that not only spurred the creation of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, but also helped instill the value in
individuals of their personal responsibility to protect our
environment.
As we commemorate EPA’s 35th Anniversary throughout the year,
there is much to celebrate. We have helped change the way our
environment looks = our air is cleaner, our water is purer,
and our land is better protected than it was three and a half
decades ago. Over our 35 years, EPA has also helped change
the way each and every individual looks at how their own personal actions today, impact our environment tomorrow.
During this year’s Earth Day celebrations, EPA’s Regions are continuing to spread this ethic
of environmental stewardship in communities coast to coast by hosting Earth Day parades,
sponsoring environmental expos, and holding youth park cleanup projects. For a full list of
Regional Earth Day activities, visit: www.epa.gov/earthday/events.htm.
Our nation's environmental accomplishments are rooted in our personal goal to leave the
Earth a cleaner place for future generations.
Environmental responsibility is everyone’s responsibility. I want to thank you for all you
do to ensure our children and grandchildren live in a healthier world and share in our commitment to protecting and conserving our nation’s environmental treasures.
Source: Vince Saunders

6

I am taking advantage of Debra's email addresses (re the photographer) to be sure all know that our
dear Richard Highbaugh made his transition this Sunday morning.
Deloris has stated that there will be a PRIVATE graveside ceremony. Any other tribute will be for future consideration.
(Sorry that a health issue prevented us from attending "Spring Fling". Congratulations Ken and Moses and
others on great feedback).
Joan

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP LOOKING FOR SUPPORT
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American fighter pilots, recently received the group'
s second
congressional recognition. With the conclusion of Black History Month, the group knows full well that
its veterans are dwindling in numbers. Hoping that the legacy will not die with them, the nonprofit
Tuskegee Airmen Inc. is looking for dedicated people to join the organization and carry out its mission of inspiring young people to achieve goals
and take on leadership roles in society.

Books on the Tuskegee Airmen
Here are some excellent books on the Tuskegee Airmen:
Davis, Benjamin O., Jr. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr.: An Autobiography. Smithsonian Institute Press©1991
Francis, Charles. The Tuskegee Airmen:The Story of the Negro in the U.S. Air Force Bruce Humphries, Inc.
Boston©1955
Holway, John B. Red Tail, Black Wings: The Men of America's Black Air Force. Yucca Tree Press©1997
McKissack, Patricia and Frederick. Red Tail Angels: The Story of the Tuskegee Airmen of World War II.
Walker and Company. New York©1995.
Pilgrim, Millie. Jason's Adventure with the Tuskegee Airmen. Pilgrim's Gallery. (This is a children's book
about the Tuskegee Airmen.)
Rose, Robert A. Lonely Eagles: The Story of America's Black Air Force in World War II. Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. ©1976.
Sandler, Stanley. Segregated Skies: All-Black Combat Squadrons of WWII, Smithsonian Institution
Press ©1992.
Warren, James C. The Freeman Mutiny. Donna Ewald, ©1995
Whetstone, Muriel. Tuskegee Airmen: Still Flying High. Ebony, November 1994
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Young Eagles Column

The April 8, 2006 Young Eagles rally was another success producing 51 new Young Eagles thanks to the efforts of pilots:
Mike Askew, Butch Bejna, Joe Gmitter (who came in all the way from Minnesota), Steve MacCabe, Mark Odeen, Dan Skoda and Dick Tennerstedt. Assisting volunteers were: Vic Croswell, Carmen Crusor, Bev Dunjill, Julius Jackson, Moses Jones, Rufus Hunt, Carol MacCabe,
Bob Mullins, Carl Robinson, Marvin Robinson, LaVerne Shelton, Rob Strickland, Betenna Washington, Barbara Werner, Milt Williams,
Morris Williams and Paul Wilson. The crew began the day with coffee and an assortment of cookies and doughnuts provided by Vic Croswell and Morris Williams along with homemade German Chocolate brownies baked by Judi Rapier. The wrap-up was a subway turkey sandwich luncheon with chips.
Wishing you a Pleasant Passover and Happy Easter, please include our Chapter President, Bev Dunjill in your prayers for a speedy recovery. Bev will be recovering from knee surgery at the Brentwood rehab center.

Happy Flyin'
!
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program

MAY BIRTHDAYS
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
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1, Harry Cary, Chicago sportscaster (St. Louis, MO, 1919).
2, Benjamin Spock, pediatrician, author (New Haven, CT, 1903).
3, Frankie Valli, singer (Newark, NJ, 1937).
4, Horace Mann, "father of U.S. public education" (Franklin, MA, 1796).
5, Karl Marx, founder of communism (Germany, 1818).
6, Robert Peary, discovered the North Pole (Cresson, PA, 1856).
7, Johannes Brahms, great 19th century composer (Germany, 1833).
8, Harry S. Truman, 33rd U.S. president (Lamar, MO, 1884).
9, John Brown, slavery abolitionist, (Torrington, CT, 1800).
10, Ara Parseghian, football coach (Akron, OH, 1923).
11, Irving Berlin, composer of White Christmas, (Russia, 1888).
12, Florence Nightingale, developed modern nursing (Italy, 1820).
13, Joe Louis, heavyweight boxing champ (Lafayette, AL, 1914).
14, Gabriel Fahrenheit, developed thermometer (Germany, 1686).
15, Eddy Arnold, "Tennessee Plowboy" singer (Henderson, TN, 1918).
16, Wm. H. Seward, negotiated purchase of Alaska from Russia (Florida, NY, 1801).
17, "Sugar Ray" Leonard, boxer (Washington, DC, 1956).
18, Pope John Paul II, first Polish pope (Poland, 1920).
19, Malcolm X, black civil rights leader (Omaha, NE, 1925).
20, "Jimmy" Stewart, famous actor (Indiana, PA, 1908).
21, Glenn Curtiss, aviation pioneer (Hammondsport, NY, 1878).
22, Mary Cassatt, artist, Impressionist (Allegheny City, PA, 1844).
23, Arabella Mansfield, first U.S. woman lawyer (Burlington, IA, 1846).
24, Wilbur Mills, U.S. Congressman 1939-1976 (Kensett AR, 1909).
25, Igor Sikorsky, helicopter inventor (Russia, 1889).
26, Sally Ride, first American woman in space (Los Angeles, CA 1951).
27, Wild Bill Hickock, frontiersman, lawman (Troy Grove, IL 1837).
28, Jim Thorpe, 1912 Olympic champion (Prague, OK, 1888).
29, John F. Kennedy, 35th U.S. president (Brookline, MA, 1917).
30, Gale Sayers, Hall of Fame running back (Wichita, KS, 1943).
31, Norman Vincent Peale, minister, author (Bowersville, OH, 1898).

Continue from cover page:

The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is
through the Armed Forces that we protect our country and our
flag against all her enemies, whether they be found within or
without the boundaries of our republic.
The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the
valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of
day, and to honor mother, for whom it flies on Mother's Day.
The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood; for it has been
through their faith, their love, loyalty and devotion that
the character of the men and women who have made this country
great has been molded.
The tenth fold is a tribute to the father, for he, too, has
given his sons and daughters for the defense of our country
since they were first born.
The eleventh fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen represents
the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon,
and glorifies in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.
Historic Event Coming Soon
The twelfth fold, in the
June 3, 2006
eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in
Octave Chanute Aerospace Museum
their eyes, God the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit.
10111 Pacesetter Drive
When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost
Rantoul, IL 61866
reminding us of our nation's motto, "In God We Trust".
The Objective…

After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes
on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the
soldiers who served under General George Washington, and the
sailors and marines who served under Captain John Paul
Jones, who were followed by their comrades and shipmates in
the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving for us the
rights, privileges, and freedoms we enjoy today.
The next time you see a flag ceremony honoring someone that
has served our country, either in the Armed Forces or in our
civilian services such as the Police Force or Fire Department, keep in mind all the important reasons behind each and
every movement. They have paid the ultimate sacrifice for
all of us by honoring our flag and our Country.

The project’s objective is to preserve and interpret the
story of the 99th Pursuit Squadron, the core of the first
Tuskegee Airmen, from its beginnings at Chanute Field
though its service in World War II Italy and beyond in
the context of the cultural crucible of segregation, race
relations, and the experiences of William R. Thompson
and his fellow ground crewmen.

To become a sponsor:

Make Check or Money Order Payable to:
Octave Chanute Aerospace Museum
Attn: 99th Project
1011 Pacesetter Drive
Rantoul, Illinois 61866
Phone (217) 893-1613
Melvin Knazze suggested we pay for a bus
for the original chapter members transportation. We need volunteers !!

In honor of LTC William R. Thompson, who passed away on
Saturday, April 15, 2006.
For my personal hero, "Wild Bill", and all those seemingly
average guys who lived above the rim, quietly leading, heroic lives.
Source: Vince Saunders
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SCOTT CROSSFIELD
DIES IN
SINGLE-ENGINE CRASH
A. Scott Crossfield, 84
B. (AOPA 1043507)
Compared to Scott Crossfield the laconic seem positively
chatty. The impassive are overemotional. Compared to
Crossfield the irascible are patient. Abrupt and crusty,
with a voice as clipped as a maple switch, Crossfield remains a legend in test-pilot lore. But for him it's just the
facts, ma'am — except on those subjects that irritate him.
And there are a couple of those.
Born in Berkeley, California, in 1921, Crossfield took his
first flying lesson near his home in Wilmington, California.
He was 12, the instructor was Vaughn McNulty, and the
airplane was an Inland Sportster. What's that? (Just trying

to draw him out.) "A parasol airplane with a 125horsepower Warner engine in it," he says. Matter-of-fact.
He didn't say it was fun or that he enjoyed it, but something must have clicked. A few years later Crossfield enrolled in the Civilian Pilot Training Program started by the
government to crank up the number of pilots for the upcoming war, and he got his certificate in 1941. A year earlier he had started on his engineering degree at the University of Washington, but joined the Navy and spent the war
as a fighter and gunnery instructor. After peace broke out,
Crossfield returned to the University of Washington and
got his bachelor of science in aeronautical engineering in
1949 and his master's in aeronautical science a year later.
"During the X-1 era I was in the University of Washington
wind tunnel," he says. "I went to Edwards Air Force Base
in 1950."
Despite that, the movie The Right Stuff had him testing the
Bell X-1 just before Chuck Yeager took over and broke the
sound barrier. "The movie was dead wrong. I never saw
the movie. It was a violation of the facts of reality," he
says. "I saw the script, and they wanted me to help with it,
but I refused because they trashed the president, they
trashed Virgil Grissom, they trashed Mrs. Annie Glenn."
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At Edwards, Crossfield tested the D-558-I and the YP-84, two
jets, in contrast to the rocket-powered Bell X-1. He did fly the X1, X-4, X-5, XF-92, D-558-II — in which he became the first man to
fly faster than Mach 2 — and most of the Century-series fighters.
And then the X-15 arrived.
North American designed the X-15 to be the fastest, highestflying thing with wings. The company hired Crossfield to test it
in the mid-1950s, and test it he did. He says he stuck with the
program for nine years. He never took it over Mach 3, and never
flew it higher than 100,000 feet. "That was in my contract," he
says. "I demonstrated it would fly and then NASA took over."
Other pilots flew it as fast as Mach 6.7 and reached an altitude of
354,000 feet. Ten won astronaut wings. That didn't matter one
whit to Crossfield.
Astronaut wings aren't worth the paper they're written on," he says. "I don't know what astronaut wings are. A list of
astronauts and cosmonauts came out of Congress four
different times, and I was listed in that, and I didn't even
care about that. I had one of the best flying jobs in the
world and I didn't care what kind of tags they put on it."
Crossfield logged most of his time in the second X-15,
which blew in half on the test stand. With him sitting in
the cockpit. What did that feel like? "Everybody wants
to know what it felt like," he laughs. "It got your attention."
In the late 1950s, when it came time for the United
States to launch real-live astronauts, Crossfield didn't
even apply. For a couple of reasons, he says. At that
time he worked with Dr. Randy Loveless and Gen. Donald Flickinger, the space program's medical men, to set
up the astronaut-training program. "I thought I might apply but they asked me not to because they said I was too
independent," he says. "And the other thing, the orbital version of the X-15 was supposed to be coming and I was
holding out for that. I'd rather [have] been in a winged airplane than the capsule." So what about watching Glenn
orbit the Earth for the first time or Armstrong step out on the lunar surface? "I never thought I'd taken the wrong
path," he says. "The criteria I set up was what got us to
the moon."
After the X-15 program Crossfield hung up his headset,
although he spent 17 years as congressional advisor for
science and technology. Unlike a few other aviation celebrities, he didn't participate in the Challenger investigation. "It was too much of a newspaper show," he says
Today he's training the pilots who plan to fly a replica
Wright 1903 machine at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, in
December. To prepare they've made more than 200
flights in a 1902 glider replica — just like Orville and
Wilbur. "Our intent is to fly like the Wright brothers and
we're training to fly just what they trained in," he says.
Like the other experimental projects he's been a part of,
he's going to save the spotlight for someone else. "I've
had all the glory I need," he says. Spoken like a true test
pilot.
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Blue Angels
Over
San Francisco

Source:
Vince Saunders

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.
P.O. Box 19063
Chicago, IL 60619-0063

