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® 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 

 
Happy August everyone !! As per the last general meeting on July 19, 2005 it was decided by the 
membership to have the Directors AND the General body meetings at the Gary Airport in our new 
home at the Young Eagles Flight Trailers.  During this same meeting, it was decided NOT to have 
either a Director’s OR General Body Meeting during the month of August, 2005.  This was due to 
(A) being so close to returning from the Air Show at Oshkosh and (B) the general meeting date would 
conflict with attendance at the Convention in Orlando, Florida from August 15 to 20, 2005.  So re-
member, NO TAI Meetings in August 2005 !! 
 
One of the things that we are trying to establish is a car pool for those members that may not be able 
to drive at night, don’t know the way or may not have transportation to get to the Gary Airport.  If, 
repeat, If you are in THIS category, contact Michael Hill at (773) 468-0089.  SINCE HE WORKDS, 
PLEASE CALL HIM BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 1PM AND 4PM.  PLEASE BE ADVISED 

THAT WE ARE TRYING TO ESTABLISH THE CAR POOL EFFECTIVELY SO PLEASE DO NOT CALL HIM AT OTHER HOURS !! 
 
As an advance note, please make a note on your calendar that Tuesday, November 15, 2005 is date for the ELECTION OF OFFICERS.  This is your 
organization so make this the election of YOUR CHOICE.  Yola Moore, the Ladies Auxiliary President has advised me that the  INSTALLATION 
OF OFFICERS LUCHEON will be held on Saturday, December 3, 2005 at the HARAMBE HOUSE, 11901 S. Loomis.  Again, set this date on your 
calendar for your attendance. 
 
As always, check our TAI Hot Line at (312) 409-3624 for the latest in updated information about the DODO Chapter.  Keep up to date and check the 
Hot Line often.   
 
The TAI National Convention will be held at the ROSEN CENTRE HOTEL in Orlando, Florida from August 15 to 20, 2005.  To those of us who 
will attend, I’ll see you there! 
 
In accordance with a motion at our General Meeting some time ago AND  on a motion by me to the National Director’s Meeting last December, 
2004, The National TAI will honor Mr. William Hencken of Winter Park, Florida, at the 2005, National Convention Awards Dinner with a plaque, at 
our expense, in recognition for his generosity of donating to the Chicago DODO Chapter, a 4 place Piper Tri-Pacer Aircraft for the Young Eagles 
Flights at the Gary Chicago Airport.  The award will take place on Friday, August 19, 2005.  THANK YOU MR. HENCKEN !! 
 
As for our participation at the Air Show at OSHKOSH, Wisconsin, the trip was well worth the effort, the sale of merchandise BY MEANS OF US 
BEING ABLE TO ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS FOR THE SALE OF MERCHANDISE WAS OUTSTANDING.  What we do need is more person-
nel attending the booth so that no one person becomes OVERWORKED.  So let’s make an extra effort to attend next year. 
 
I am writing this in the evening after the Bud Billiken Parade.  The float was well attended by:  Michael Hill, Julius Jackson, Carmile Johnson, Lu 
Williams, Victor Croswell, Bob Mullins, Carl Robinson, Moses Jones, Alan Bridges and Mrs. Dunjill’s little boy, Bev Dunjill. 
 
So long for now and I hope to see many of you at the 2005 TAI National Convention in Orlando, Florida and, at the Gary Airport, the DODO Direc-
tors at the Director’s Meeting on September 13th and the General Body Meeting on Tuesday, September 20th !! 
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� Kentucky State University American Democracy Weekend 
 
 
Page 10: 
 
� Down Memory Lane 
 
Page 11: 
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HOTLINES 

 
CHAPTER HOTLINE: (312) 409-3624 

CHICAGO YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE: (312) 409-5621 
GARY YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE: (888) 235-9824 

               (888) 2FLY—TAI 
 

Note: Don’t forget to call the Young Eagles Hotline after  
7:30 a.m. on the morning of a flight for any cancellations.  

 
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National Office 

1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130 
Arlington, VA 22209 

(703) 522-8589 

 
Chicago DODO Chapter 

            Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.  ®  
 
 

Editorial Staff 
 

Please submit your articles or pictures to: 
 

 
Emmit Q. Hoosman 

20832 W. Barrington Court 
Plainfield, IL  60544 

ehoosman@comcast.net 
 
 

Questions, comments or feedback on the Flight Plan 
please direct to: 

 
Emmit Q. Hoosman 

(312) 656-5940 
 
Please submit all material no later than the 14th of each 
month.  Articles will be accepted via fax, as well as via 
email or in other electronic form.  Pictures and other items 
can be mailed by the above deadline; also  preferred to 
receive in any digital format for better  quality printing.  
Typed or printed submissions are strongly preferred to 
handwritten ones. Submissions received  after the  14th of  
the  month will  be included in the following month’s issue 
unless otherwise indicated.    
  
 
PUBLISHER: 
 
Mr. Emmit Q. Hoosman 
 
 
 
EDITOR: 
 
Mr. Oliver U. Jones 
 
 
 
CONTRIBUTORS 
 
Mr. Vincent Saunders 
 
 
 
FEATURE WRITER & REPORTER 
 
Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez 
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Note: 
 
The Chapter Members present at the Chapter Meeting 
on July 19th voted to have future Board & Chapter 
Meetings at the Gary-Chicago Airport; in the airport 
trailers located north of the main terminal building. 
 
The exception will be eating meetings:  (January, April, 
July and October) which will continue to be at Martin 
Temple, 6930 So. Cottage Grove. 
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Tidbits 
By 

Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez 
 

 
It was quite a surprise for Tidbits to see and talk to Dr. Welton Taylor 
at the July “DODO” meeting at Gary-Chicago Airport and to meet his 
daughter there.  About 20 years ago, Tidbits was asked to identify 
African Americans who had been Chatham area residents who ra-
cially integrated Chatham in an active way in the 1950’s and early 
1960’s.  Several people referred Tidbits to Dr. Taylor, who was a 
President of the Chatham Avalon Park Community Council which 
had been void of African American members until the 1950’s.  Tid-
bits asked Dr. Taylor if he wanted to join the “DODO”s.  He replied 

that he had not been asked.  Tidbits replied that she was asking him and, then, gave Kathy Chappell, “DODO” Membership 
Chairperson, Dr. Taylor’s name and address so that she could send him an application.  Dr. Taylor had an illustrious career at 
the University of Illinois.  Tidbits plans to write more about Taylor’s honors and accomplishments for a Fall Flight Plan issue. 
 
People are still talking about the Bobby Wright Community Comprehensive Behavior Center’s fashion show, in which Dr. 
Lucy Lang-Chappell was a star model.  The fashion show was held earlier this year to avoid conflict with the wedding of 
Lucy’s grandson, Dr. Khalil Johnson, and Tianna Sousa in the Fall.  If you don’t see Camille Johnson, “DODO” recording 
Secretary and mother of Khalil, at the TAI National Convention, it will probably be because Camille is heavily involved in 
the wedding planning. 
 
Melvin Knazze is doing a yeoman’s job as chair of “DODO” appearances.  He wants more people to participate.  Lu Williams 
expressed surprise that five “DODO” rode the “DODO” float on Memorial Day.   By the way, Lu was overjoyed at the birth 
of a grandson in July. 
 
Renovation of Northerly Island, formerly Meigs Field, as a bird sanctuary has been announced.  So biological birds are to re-
place the mechanical birds which were used to fly so many Young Eagles candidates. 
 
June winners of the Andrew Perez free raffle were Victor Croswell (20 cassettes of 30 hours of old-time radio shows in a 
binder), Moses Jones (A book on the Tuskegee Airmen, written by “DODO’s” Bob Martin and Shelby Westbrook), Vince 
Saunders ( A CD of show tunes), Melvin Knazze (A portable flight simulator), Kenneth Rapier ( A true-north compass with 
case), and Camille Johnson ( A book on basic wiring). 
 
Where did you travel this summer:  Dolores Highbaugh went to France and Spain in July.  George and Joan Taylor were in-
and-out of Chicago on trips to the northeast, the USA mid-east, and the Midwest.  In July, they were hosts in Chicago to fam-
ily.  And if you don’t see Juanita Jones at the TAI Orlando convention, it will be because of her plans to travel to Hawaii. 
 
Yola Moore, President of the “DODO” Ladies Auxiliary, requested at the July meeting that Chapter members think about 
merging the Auxiliary and “DODO” memberships to form a single group. 
 
Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez felt close to the July 7 bombings in London, England.  She was on the Queen Mary 2 (QM2) sail-
ing to London when the ship’s captain announced the bombings over the loud speakers.  This was the third day of the six-day 
transatlantic crossing.  Upon arriving in London, after a tour of Southampton and other parts of England, Bobbie would never 
have known there had been bombings, based on the way people went about their activities.  However, the television news 
constantly provided information about the bombings, including identities of the bombers.  At Heathrow Airport, while waiting 
to fly to Chicago, Bobbie participated in the one-week later moment of silence observed throughout England in memory of 
the underground and bus victims. While in London, Bobbie chose to see the theatrical play Chicago, since she lives in Chi-
cago and had not seen the award-winning play. 
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BLACK WOMEN AVIATORS HONOR BESSIE COLEMAN, WEEK OF JUNE 2-8, 2005 by BLACKNEWS.COM The Wil-
mington Journal Originally posted 6/3/2005 
 
Foundation celebrates 10th anniversary in French Village where Bessie Coleman learned to fly 
 
Washington,DC (BlackNews.com) - The women of the Bessie Coleman Foundation [BCF] will make a 
trip to France to honor the legacy of Bessie Coleman and to thank the Caudron Brothers for 
teaching Bessie to fly. 
 
In the l920s, when Bessie earned her license, only 6% of licensed pilots were female. Today, 
the percentage of pilots who are female is still only 6%. 
 
Even more striking is the fact that of the 100,000 plus Americans with commercial licenses, 
about 1000 are African Americans and 50 or less are African American females. 
 
Bessie Coleman received her license to fly on June 15, 1921, from the Federation Aeronau-
tique International after completing her course of study at the Ecole d’Aviation des Freres 
Caudron at Le Crotoy in the Somme. She was the first woman to earn an international Aviation 
License and the world’s first licensed black aviator taking on this challenge before the 
famed Tuskegee Airmen. Bessie’s dream was to teach African Americans to fly. 
 
On June 15th, [the same day that Bessie Coleman received her license] the members of the 
Bessie Coleman Foundation will stand with the Chicago Defender to commemorate Bessie Cole-
man’s historic journey to France. 
 
The next day,Thursday, June 16, 2005, members, supporters and friends of the Bessie Coleman 
Foundation will fly to Paris to combine the celebration of the Foundation’s 10th anniversary 
with a public acknowledgment of their sincere gratitude and deep appreciation for the French 
flight school taking the historic step of teaching Bessie Coleman how to fly. 
 
Dr. Clarence Nixon, President and CEO of the Chicago Defender, will host a press conference 
and offer Bon voyage to the thirty plus women aviators and their supporters at the Chicago 
Defender's office located at 2400 Michigan Avenue on Wednesday, June 15th at 8:00 a.m. It 
was at the behest of Chicago Defender Founder and Editor Robert Abbott that Bessie Coleman 
learned to speak French and made her initial trip from Chicago to France in 1919. While in 
Chicago, the BCF will present a series of commemorative materials and displays honoring the 
accomplishments of Bessie Coleman to the DuSable Museum of African American History. 
 
The Bessie Coleman Foundation will visit Le Muse des Frres Caudron in Ville de Rue, France 
on Friday, June 17, 2005, to offer a gesture of gratitude for the hospitality and instruc-
tion they showed Bessie Coleman almost a century ago. A reception will be held by the Tour-
ism Office of Ville de Rue for the Bessie Coleman Foundation and representatives from Le 
Musee des Freres Caudron. 
 
Congruent with their goals to both help people gain access to available resources for ad-
vancement in the field of aviation as well as honor and celebrate the achievements of Afri-
can Americans in the field of aviation, and amidst the declining number of Black Female pi-
lots, the Bessie Coleman Foundation renews its commitment to keep airborne the vision of the 
woman for whom they are named. 
 

Joining the foundations efforts are several supporting sponsors?The Links, Incorporated, an 
international organization of women of African descent, The Coca-Cola Company, Lockheed Mar-
tin, Air Tran Airways and Federal Express. Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University is a cooper-
ating sponsor; and Delta Air Lines is our presenting sponsor. 
 
Bessie Coleman died after falling out of an open cockpit door during a test flight in which 
her mechanic was flying. But, prior to her death, Coleman made clear that she wanted it to 
be easy for other African Americans to learn how to fly. This is the legacy of the Bessie 
Coleman Foundation.�
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Chapter ambassadors, whose duties include shuttling visitors around the EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh 2005 grounds, are among the many volunteers who help make 
the fly-in run smoothly. 
 
EAAer Rob Strickland has taken his role as ambassador for EAA Chapter 790 one 
step further. 
 
Last year at EAA AirVenture, Strickland headed to the exhibit hangars to see 
where he could be of service. He ran into veteran Bob Martin at the Tuskegee 
Airmen Inc. exhibit and struck up a conversation about the all-black World 
War II military group. "The more I talked to him," said Strickland, "the more 
I realized I needed to do more to help the group preserve its history." 
 
So he offered Martin a golf cart ride through the Warbirds area. While there 
he took several pictures of Martin among the aging aircraft. 
"Seeing that older gentleman turn into a kid again when we visited the War-
birds was an experience I’ll never forget," said Strickland. When he returned 
home to Elgin, Illinois, Strickland combined the images on a CD with informa-
tion and other images he found on the Internet to illustrate and preserve 
Martin’s story. 
 
This year at EAA AirVenture, Strickland met Dan Williamson, a former primary 
flight instructor at Tuskegee during World War II. Meeting the 93-old gentle-
man prompted Strickland to declare Wednesday, July 27, "Dan Williamson Day." 

�

�
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Dan Williamson.  Photo by Rob Strickland 

Celebrating “Dan Williamson Day” 
By Kathleen L. Witman 
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Continued from page 6: 
 
 
Throughout the special day, Strickland escorted Williamson around the AirVen-
ture campus. One of their stops included the Vintage aircraft area. There, 

they found several Stearmans?the same type of aircraft in which Williamson 
used to train students. At one point Strickland said, "Dan was explaining to 
a Stearman owner how to fly his plane." Once an instructor, always an in-
structor. 
 
 
Before finishing the day’s tour, Strickland and Williamson stopped at the Red 
Tail Project display on the grounds. Also interested in preserving history of 
the Tuskegee Airmen, the group is rebuilding the P-51C Mustang, Tuskegee Air-
men. On display there are several large-scale photographs of Tuskegee Airmen, 
and surprisingly, Williamson found his youthful self among them. "He signed 
the picture and was able to identify others in the photo," said Strickland. 
"It was great." 
 
A card-carrying member of Tuskegee Airmen Inc.’s Chicago DoDo Chapter, 
Strickland also flies Young Eagles throughout the year, embracing both EAA’s 
and the Tuskegee organization’s mission to introduce flight to youngsters. 
 
Beverly L. Dunjill, DoDo chapter president and former Tuskegee fighter pilot, 
noted that flying Young Eagles is a way for the Tuskegee organization to 
"preserve the Tuskegee legacy, give back to the community, and fly kids who 
might not have the opportunity otherwise." 
 
When asked how EAAers can help preserve the Tuskegee legacy, Dunjill broadly 
smiled and said, "Fly more kids." And that’s what Strickland intends to do to 
keep the bridge connected between older members and today’s youth. 
 
Visit the Tuskegee Airmen Inc. exhibit in Hangar D, booth 4063, or visit 
www.taichicago.org for more details about the organization. 
 

Reprinted from EAA AirVenture Today-July 30th, 2005 with permission. 
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Submitted by:   
Mrs. Glyendoleon White 

eigth grade graduation 

F/A 18 Super Hornet  

and Aviation Challenge Camp in Huntsville Alabama. 
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This Saturday, firmly perched on a reviewing stand at 52nd Street and Ells-
worth Drive,  a panel of judges will observe the hundreds of participants on 
floats, in marching bands and other aspects of the Chicago Defender Chari-
ties, Inc.’s 76th Annual Bud Billiken Parade. 
This year’s theme is “Education: A Family Affair.” 
 
The first Bud Billiken® Parade and Picnic was held August 11, 1929. The pa-
rade route ran from 31st and Michigan Boulevard to Washington Park. In the 
mid-30's the city rerouted the parade to South Parkway because its Michigan 
route tied up traffic as it went east into Washington Park. 
Around 1947, it was rerouted back to Michigan due to street repairs on South 
Parkway. After the street repairs the Bud Billiken® Parade and Picnic re-
turned to South Parkway and has remained there ever since. 
South Parkway, now named Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, runs through the 
African American neighborhood on the City's Southside. 
 
Honorary judges for this year’s stellar event are Eric P. Dunham, attorney at 
law; Theresa Grandberry, paralegal; Jay Jackson, staff assistant, city of 
Chicago, Department of Water Management; Louise King, former field payroll 
auditor, City of Chicago, Department of Streets and Sanitation; and others.  
Frederick D. Sengstacke is board chairman of the Chicago Defender Charities, 
Inc. 
 
Read more at the Chicago Defender... or Visit the Bud Billiken Web site… 
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Submitted by:   
Vince Saunders 



 

Comanche Code Talker Charles Chibitty Dies 
 
 

 

Charles Chibitty, 83, the last of the Comanche code 
talkers who used their native tongue to confound Hit-
ler's forces during World War II, died July 20 of com-
plications of diabetes at St. Francis Hospital in 
Tulsa. He had been living at a Tulsa nursing home. 
 
Mr. Chibitty, whose name means "holding on good" in Co-
manche, also was the last surviving hereditary chief of 
the tribe, the Comanche Nation reported. He was de-
scended on his mother's side from Chief Ten Bears, 
known as one of the signers of the Medicine Lodge 
Treaty of 1867. 
 

He was one of 17 Comanches from the Lawton, Okla., area who were selected in 
1941 for special Army duty to provide the Allies with a language the Germans 
could not decipher. He served with the Army's 4th Infantry Division, 4th Sig-
nal Company. 
 
The Comanche recruits created their code at Fort Benning, Ga., in 1941. 
"We compiled a 100-word vocabulary of military terms during training," 
Mr. Chibitty said in a 1999 interview with the Armed Forces Information Ser-
vice. "The Navajo did the same thing. The Navajos became code talkers about a 
year after the Comanches, but there were over a hundred of them, because they 
had so much territory [in the Pacific Theater] to cover." 
 
Mr. Chibitty landed at Utah Beach, one of 14 Comanches who hit the beaches of 
Normandy with Allied troops on D-Day. In presentations over the years, he re-
called the first coded message he transmitted that day: 
"Five miles to the right of the designated area and five miles inland the 
fighting is fierce and we need help." 
 
Because there was no Comanche word for "tank," the code talkers used their 
word for "turtle." "Bomber" became "pregnant airplane." "Hitler," 
Mr. Chibitty recalled, was "posah-tai-vo," or "crazy white man." 
 
Two Comanches were assigned to each of the 4th Infantry Division's three 
regiments. They sent coded messages from the front line to division headquar-
ters, where other Comanches decoded the messages. Some of the Comanches were 
wounded, but all survived the war. Their code was never broken. 
 
"It's strange, but growing up as a child I was forbidden to speak my native 
language at school," Mr. Chibitty said in 2002. "Later my country asked me 
to. My language helped win the war, and that makes me very proud. Very 
proud." 
 
 
 

Continue on page 11: 
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Continued from page 10: 
 
 
Charles Joyce Chibitty was born in a tent near Medicine Park, Okla., a small 
community in the Wichita Mountains north of Lawton. Attending Haskell Indian 
School in Lawrence, Kan., he heard rumors not only of war but also of plans 
the military had to organize a native-speaking unit. 
He went home on Christmas break in 1940 and received his mother's permission 
to enlist. 
 
The Army wanted 40 native speakers and managed to get 20. Three were sent 
home because they had dependents. Mr. Chibitty was one of the remaining 17 
dispatched to Fort Benning and then to signal school at Fort Gordon, Ga. 
 
As a radio man with the 4th Infantry Division, Mr. Chibitty took part in some 
of the fiercest fighting of the war, including the breakthrough at St. Lo, 
Hurtgen Forest, the Battle of the Bulge and the rescue of the "lost battal-
ion." The division was the first American unit to participate in the libera-
tion of Paris and the first infantry division to enter Germany. 
 

Mr. Chibitty earned five campaign battle stars. In 1989, the French govern-
ment honored the Comanche code talkers, including Mr. Chibitty, by presenting 
them with the Chevalier of the National Order of Merit. 
 
In 1999, he received the Knowlton Award, which recognizes individuals for 
outstanding intelligence work, during a ceremony at the Pentagon's Hall of 
Heroes. 
 
In addition to his work as a code talker, Mr. Chibitty was a champion boxer 
in the Army. He had learned to fight at Haskell Indian School. 
 
After his discharge, he lived in Oklahoma, primarily in Tulsa, and worked as 
a glazier. He also gained fame as a champion fancy war dancer and was invited 
by many tribes to dance at their powwows. 
 
"He was very good at that," said Lanny Asepermy, a retired Army sergeant ma-
jor who serves as head of the Comanche Indian Veterans Association. 
"It's very physically demanding, but Charles was like a butterfly floating." 
 
His wife, Elaine Chibitty, died in 1994. He also was preceded in death by a 
son and a daughter. 
 
Survivors include three grandchildren. 
 
 
 
 

Source: 
By Joe Holley 

Washington Post Staff Writer 
Tuesday, July 26, 2005; Page B06 
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Star Leads Kids’ flying program 

 
OSHKOSH, Wis.  Actor Harrison Ford will stay on as a chairman 
of the Experimental Aircraft Association’s program to intro-
duce children to flying.  Ford will serve as EAA Young Eagles 
program chairman for another two years.  He made the an-
nouncement during the EAA’s 53rd annual Air Venture fly-in 
and convention in Oshkosh. 
 
Ford, an avid pilot, became chairman of the young fliers pro-
gram two years ago.  He has given more than 200 young people 
rides as a volunteer pilot for the program. 
 
EAA Young Eagles Executive Director Steve Buss asked Ford to 
remain chairman.  “Our mission is to use aviation as a way to 
inspire and educate young people,” Buss said in a written 
statement, “Harrison Ford is a great ambassador of the pro-
gram because he shows that he believes in it and, as a pilot 
volunteer, he lives it.” 
 
The program has given children more than 1 million free dem-
onstration flights since it started in 1992.  AirVenture 
ended Sunday. 

Source:  Chicago Sun-Times 
Monday, August 1,2005 


