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CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Beverly Dunjill 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to one and all.  May this coming year be your best yet!! 
 
Since we still don’t have a permanent meeting place please check the hot line often and tell others to do the 
same.  The hot line phone number is (312) 409-3624.   
 
The December National Directors voted to honor Mr. William Hencken at our next convention for the dona-
tion of his Piper Tri-Pacer for the DODO’s to continue to fly Young Eagles at the Gary airport. 
 
Congratulations to those elected to take office in January.  They are 1st Vice President-Ken Rapier, Treasurer-
Vince Saunders, Recording Secretary - Camille Johnson, Directors—Oliver Jones, Quentin Smith and Milt 
Williams.  I’m looking forward to working closely with each of you in the coming year. 
 
Continue on page 5 
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Chicago DODO Chapter 

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.  
 
 
Editorial Staff 

 
Please submit your articles or pictures to: 

 

!!!! NEW INFORMATION !!!! 
 

Emmit Q. Hoosman 
20832 W. Barrington Court 

Plainfield, IL  60544 
ehoosman@comcast.net 

 
 

Questions, comments or feedback on the Flight Plan 
please direct to: 

 
Emmit Q. Hoosman 

(312) 656-5940 
 
Please submit all material no later than the 14th of each 
month.  Articles will be accepted via fax, as well as via 
email or in other electronic form.  Pictures and other items 
can be mailed by the above deadline; also  preferred to 
receive in any digital format for better  quality printing.  
Typed or printed submissions are strongly preferred to 
handwritten ones. Submissions received  after the  14th of  
the  month will  be included in the following month’s issue 
unless otherwise indicated.    
  

PUBLISHER: 
 

Mr. Emmit Q. Hoosman 
20832 W. Barrington Court 

Plainfield, IL  60544 
Email: ehoosman@comcast.net 

 
EDITOR: 

 
Oliver U. Jones 

 
CONTRIBUTORS 

 
Mr. Vincent Saunders 

(773) 821-7696 
 

Dr. Kenneth Roy Johnson 
 

FEATURE WRITER & REPORTER 
 

Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez 
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HOTLINES 

 
CHAPTER HOTLINE: (312) 409-3624 

CHICAGO YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE: (312) 409-5621 
GARY YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE: (888) 235-9824 

               (888) 2FLY—TAI 
 

Note: Don’t forget to call the Young Eagles Hotline after  
7:30 a.m. on the morning of a flight for any cancellations.  

 
CHAPTER WEBSITE: www.taichicago.org 

 
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National Office 

1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130 
Arlington, VA 22209 

(703) 522-8589 
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�THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

 
Rosa Parks sparked the successful Montgomery, 

Alabama bus boycott 
December 1st, 1955 

 
American Anti-Slavery Society Established in 

Philadelphia, PA 
December 4th, 1833 

 
Congressional Medal of Honor Bestowed on Sgt. 

Thomas Shaw 
December 6th, 1890 

 
Pearl Harbor Attacked by Military Forces of the 

Empire of Japan 
December 7th, 1941 

 
Louisiana Elected P.B.S. Pinchback Acting  

Governor  
December 11th, 1872 

 
The Bill of Rights Became Effective 

December 15th, 1791 
 

African American Platoons Held Position in Battle 
of New Orleans 

December 24th, 1814 
 

Jack Johnson First African American Heavyweight 
Champion 

December 26th, 1908 

Lest We Forget… 
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Wilbur George 

1921-2004 
 

Rosa Webber 
1919-2004 
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Continue from front page... 

 
The Young Eagles program is booming and the list of pilots is growing.  In November we had 11 pilots 
and aircraft and flew 87 kids.  For the year since September, 2003, we have flown over 650 kids and that 
ain’t hay!!  Congratulations to the pilots and the great Young Eagles support personnel 
 
The DODO’s are comprised of the best people in the world who’s goal is giving back to the community.  
As an organization, we can be broken down into 5 basic functions.  They are as follows:  (1) Young Ea-
gles, (2) Scholarship/Educational Assistance, (3) Fundraising (4) Appearances and (5) Participation by 
support personnel.  The Young Eagles under Ken Rapier is going well and the scholarship/educational as-
sistance is laying a good foundation under the leadership of Richard HighBaugh and Debbie Rice.  The 
participation of support personnel has always been great with the Young Eagles volunteers and the Ladies 
Auxiliary the same with the appearances under Melvin Knazze and Bob Martin in merchandise sales.  That 
leaves the area of fundraising so let’s all think, “Outside the Box”, for ways to continue funding our pro-
grams.  And let’s all pitch in with our ideas—Thank You. 
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ILLINOIS REACH OUT TO VETERANS  
 

During a Veterans Day event in downstate Belleville, Gov. Blagojevich announced 
Thursday a new Web site aimed at helping Illinois’s roughly 1 million veterans and 
others in military service find out about state benefits and programs.  Called the 
“Serving Those Who Have Served” initiative, the new program consolidates infor-
mation, including health care, job opportunities and legal assistance, at 
www.il.gov/iserved.  The governor’s office said the initiative is the latest in a series 
geared toward better serving and caring for Illinois veterans, military personnel and 
their families.  An informational booklet is available at 44 Illinois.  Department of 
Veteran Affairs field offices, VA hospitals and clinics, Veterans Resource Centers, 
Illinois Army National Guard Armories, Veterans Service Organizations and all 
state agencies.  In addition, military personnel and their relatives who have ques-
tions can call a toll-free hot-line at (800) 437-9824 
 

 
Source :  Chicago Sun-Times November 12th, 2004 
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Courage and Dedication 

Saturday, December 11, 2004, was a windy, overcast day that led to an initial cancellation of the 
Young Eagles Rally.  However, ten youngsters arrived via church van and were eager to 
fly.  Thanks to the dedication of three courageous pilots, after flying in and accessing the weather 
conditions, decided to go on with the rally.  Those regulars were: of course, Butch Bejna, Ken Loz-
ins and Doug White.  A cast of 18 volunteers arrived, even after the cancellation of the Chicago 
bus, to be on hand 'just in case' some youngsters showed up.  All 10 youngsters were flown and 
Steve Hammond and his son Tom Hammond drove in just to deliver a computer sent to us by Rich-
ard Steinbrecher.  Tom set up the computer and conducted a seminar on running the print pro-
gram.  The long time wish of Moses Jones, to have a computer to print out the names on the Young 
Eagles certificates has finally been answered.  Not that Moses minded doing it but he and Paul Wil-
son have personally hand written every Young Eagles certificate issued at Gary.  Starting with the 
next rally on January 8, 2005, they will be printing the certificates 'professionally'.  We're going to 
start the year off right!  We bragged that we never had a Young Eagles rally canceled since we be-
gan Young Eagles at Gary in September of 2003.  We have flown 697 youngster since that time and 
our pilots and volunteers refused to take no for an answer if the pilots felt that conditions were safe 
to fly.  It turns out that the visibility was 10 miles under the overcast and the air was quite smooth 
aloft in spite of the wind and occasional lake effect flurries.  After the 10 youngsters were flown our 
all star volunteers joined the pilots for turkey sandwiches, chips, coffee and cake.  That's right, 
Birthday cake, two of them for Victor Croswell, Carl Robinson and Milt Williams.  Knowing that 
these great guys were celebrating birthdays encouraged our dedicated volunteers to come out for a 
wonderful social hour (or two).  The Young Eagles Rallies are fun for the youngster and have be-
come a great source of social contact for the adult volunteers.  Everyone seems to really have a 
good time.  Plan to join Victor Croswell, Camille DeJorna, Steve Hammond, Tom Hammond, 
Julius 'player' Jackson, Hilton Joseph, Moses Jones, Bob Mullins, Keith Renfroe, Carl Robinson, 
India Robinson, Matthew Robinson, Marvin Robinson, Veleda Robinson, Rob Strickland, Glyen 
White, Milt Williams and Dan Williamson for the next Young Eagles Rally.   

A very special thanks to all of the pilots and volunteers who made this Young Eagles Rally a suc-
cess.  You are the best.  Happy Holidays to you all and Happy Flyin'! 

 

Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot 

Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program  
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News Flash! 

Saturday, November 13, 2004, brought us sunny skies, moderate temperatures and calm winds 
along with a dozen pilots and two dozen volunteers.  The result was a new record for Young Ea-
gles flown at Gary. 87 youngsters flown!  It was also our Volunteer Appreciation Day.  Volunteer 
pins and Certificates of Appreciation were presented to all of our pilots and volunteers that have 
attended at least 3 rallies this year.  A special thanks goes out to Steve Buss, Young Eagles Pro-
gram Director, for making the presentations and flying Young Eagles in the E.A.A. Young Eagles 
airplane.  The pilots that volunteered to fly the 87 youngsters were: Butch Bejna, Steve Buss, Terry 
Dommer, Joe Gmitter, Ken Lozins, Steve MacCabe, Pete Murphy, Dan Skoda, Tim Sipples, 
Dick Tennerstedt, Booker Thomason and Doug White. 

Two dozen volunteers joined the pilots for morning coffee and homemade pumpkin bread made by 
Carol Thompson, Regional Young Eagles Representative.  Lunch of Subway sandwiches 
and chips followed the awards presentation.  The volunteers present were: Aaron Banks, Victor 
Croswell, Camille DeJorna, Bev Dunjill, Duane Hayden, Clarence Holland, Julius Jackson, Will 
Johnson, Moses Jones, Hilton Joseph, Bob Mullins, Carl Nero, Keith Renfroe, Carl Robinson, 
Marvin Robinson, Rob Strickland, Carol Thompson, Karon Thompson, Barb Werner, Glyen 
White, Milt Williams, Dan Williamson and Paul Wilson.  A hardy thanks to you all for your team 
effort that made setting this new rally record possible. 

Reminder 

Happy Holidays to all.  Why not help us to make the holiday season joyous for some young-
sters.  We have 65 youngsters pre-registered for the next Young Eagles Rally at the Gary-
Chicago International Airport (GYY) to be held this Saturday, December 11, 2004.  Refreshments 
will be provided for all pilots and volunteers.  The pilot briefing will be at 8:30 AM with flights 
beginning at 9:00 AM.  We will operate out of the conference room in the trailer next to Gate 
4.  Aircraft parking will be West of Gate 4.  There are no landing fees.  Free auto parking is avail-
able in front of the trailer. 

Be sure to call the hotline on the morning of the flights after 7:30 AM to check flight status.  In 
Illinois: 312-409-5621;    In Indiana: toll free 888-235-9824.  Press 3 to access the flight status 
mailbox. 

We're expecting sunny skies so we hope you will join us  for our holiday celebration.  We look for-
ward to seeing you at Gary. 

Happy Flyin'! 

Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot 

Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program 
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Meet Lt. Colonel Alexander Jefferson 

 

US Air Force, Retired 
The Tuskegee Airmen, Detroit Chapter 

 

I grew up in Detroit, Michigan in the years before WWII (1939-1945). I was the only black kid in a Polish 
neighborhood, and as a result, in school I mostly kept to myself. In my free time I enjoyed building model planes. 
I attended Clark College in Atlanta, GA, where I earned a science degree, majoring in chemistry and biology, mi-
noring in math and physics. I then began graduate work in chemistry at Howard University in Washington D.C., 

but the war began… 

You may find this hard to believe, but back in 1941 Americans like me were not allowed to become pilots in the 
US military just because of the color of our skin. When the war started, and you were drafted, a black would be 

put into the "Quarter-master Corps" as a private, making $21 a month. After completing the pilots program, a lieu-
tenant's base pay would be $150 a month, plus 75.00 flying pay. It was then I learned they were looking for black 
college graduates for the air cadet program, and I decided to apply. The salary was good, plus I’d have the sharp 
uniforms, the wings, the pretty girls, and above all, I would learn to fly. I thus became part of the Tuskegee Insti-

tute Experiment, which was set up to determine if blacks could be pilots (as if the color of our skin had anything to 
do with our ability to fly). 

In the progression of pilot training, white candidates moved from base to base. There was only one base for 
blacks, the Tuskegee Army Air Field, ten miles from Tuskegee Institute. The 332nd and other all–black groups 

were not only a team, we were a family. Perhaps this camaraderie was reflected on how well we performed in the 
air. 
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Back in 1941, the armed forces' attitude towards blacks was that of adhering to the social laws of the states. For 
example, when we rode in a bus or train, we were told to sit in the back of the bus and in the front of the train, 

right behind the soot and steam of the locomotive. We also could not socialize with whites. As Air Force officers, 
we were not allowed in the officers' club, but we chose to disregard this order and as a result we were kicked out 
of Michigan's Selfridge Air Field where we were stationed. We were also subject to the racial attitudes of some 
of the superior officers. Our commanding officer simply said: "This is my airfield. As long as I'm around here, 

there will be no socialization between white and black officers." A few days later, we were simply shipped away 
to South Carolina. 

In the Air Force, I became one of 450 airmen, African American pilots, who trained in Tuskegee, Alabama and 
fought over North Africa, Sicily and Europe. The Germans called us "Schwartze Vogelmenshen," the "Black 
Birdmen," but to our fellow Americans we were the "Black Red-tail Angels," because of the red tails on our 

planes and our well deserved reputation of not losing a single bomber we were charged to escort to enemy fight-
ers. I joined the 332nd Fighter group in 1944. Everyone knew the "red tails," they couldn't see the color of our 
skin through the oxygen masks and goggles, but they knew that as long as we were the escort, we'd bring them 

safely home. 

Overseas I flew long range missions escorting "15th Air Force" bombers. On my 18th mission my P-51 was shot 
down by German 20mm fire, while strafing radar installations on the coast of Southern France, outside of the 

harbor of the city of Toulon. When I bailed out, I landed in the middle of the German Gunners who had just shot 
me down! I was taken prisoner and kept in camps for allied officers. Stalag Luft III, 80 miles east of Berlin on 

the Polish border was the first, and then in Stalag VII-A in southern Germany (20 miles north of Dachau) was the 
second. I wrote about this adventure in "The Encounter. A True Story." To keep busy while I was a prisoner of 

war, I began to record my whole adventure in a number of pen and crayon drawings. 

When the war finally ended in 1945, we were liberated by the Third Army. Back home, I became an instructor at 
the Tuskegee Army field, and in 1947 I was discharged from active duty. I remained in the reserves, and retired 
in 1969. I became a teacher in the Detroit public school system, and retired in 1979 as an assistant principal. My 
message to young people is that our country is not perfect, but our system of government is still "the best in the 

world." 

Purple Heart 
Nov 9, 2001, at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Air Force Museum, I was formally, awarded the Purple Heart, 

for injuries sustained on Aug 12, 1944, during a mission to knock out radar stations on the coast of southern 
France, harbor of Toulon. A POW by the name of Ewell McCright was assigned the task, by the Senior Ameri-

can Officer, Lt Col. A.P.Clark, of interviewing every man who came into camp. He brought back the entire 
manuscript. He died in 1990. The whole ledger was published by Arnold A. Wright of Benton, Arkansas in 1993. 
On the basis of testimony filed in his ledger, endorsed by Gen Clark, the Air Force awarded me the medal. In at-

tendance were Lillian; My brother Clarence and wife, Florence: Sister Emma and her husband Dumas; and of 
course, Victor Cole, good friend of Dayton. 

Note 
In part because of the success of 332nd Fighter Group and the other black military units, President Truman inte-

grated the US armed forces in 1948. Today, the Air Force offers excellent opportunities for minorities. One of the 
main goals of the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. founded in 1972 in Detroit, is to "motivate and inspire young Ameri-

cans to become participants in our nation's society and its democratic process." 

Source:  NASA Quest 
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EDUCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOLLOW-UP 
OF COLLEGE AWARDEES  

   
The Chicago “DODO” Chapter’s “Education Assistance Program” 
awardees were contacted during their Thanksgiving Holiday to see 
how they were adjusting to their new life as college students living 
away from home.  . 

  
Anthony Burks is flying three days a week for three hours, depending on the weather!!  Im-
mediate indoctrination into flying is scheduled for all students in the Aviation Science Profes-
sional Pilots Program at Saint Louis University.  Anthony felt pleased he was a step ahead of 
most of the students because he had attended a two-week program of the Black Pilots of 
America in Houston, prior to going to college.   He has three classes related directly to avia-
tion, which are augmented with English and Math.  He loves it!! 
  
Joseph Battle has found the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign to be exciting and 
challenging. “Students who are not prepared to read on their own, ask questions, move fast, 
accept that there are hundreds of kids smarter than they are could have a big problem here”.  It 
appears that Joseph has quickly assessed the realities of being in a large college.  He may have 
found a possible mentor in his Chemistry Teacher, whom he describes as “real cool”.  Out of 
300 students in this class, the Chemistry Teacher greets him by name each class period. 
  
Dominique Covington is pleased with her choice of Xavier University of Louisiana to major 
in Psychology, with a minor in African American Studies. She is augmenting her learning ex-
periences by enjoying performing in the  Gospel Choir and  the Dance Team.   She particularly 
looks up to her Theology teacher.  The size of her Chemistry class is 50 students (as contrasted 
to 300 in Joseph’s class!).  Most classes have 15 or 20 students. 
 
Rosalyn Douglas, a Psychology Pre-Med Major, is a great testimony to the effective freshmen 
orientation program at Spelman.  Several seminars during the orientation week indoctrinated 
Rosalyn in the history of Spelman and the successes of its illustrious graduates.  A class in 
“African Diaspora and the World” further strengthened her self-identity and her relation to 
others. She greatly respects the traditions of Spelman and accepts the expectancies she must 
attain.   During Orientation week, she and other freshmen were introduced to Morehouse “Big 
Brothers”, who on their first meeting presented flowers and escorted them to church.  Besides 
bonding with her Spelman sisters, Rosalyn is enjoying meeting students at coed Clark Univer-
sity, next door.  
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Lynette Banks says “discipline” is essential in College.  She is happy with her choice of How-
ard University where she is in the school of business preparing to be a future entrepreneur who 
will own a day car nursery as well as a chain of spas. At this early stage of college life, she has 
been guided to meet business representatives from Morgan & Stanley, Johnson and Johnson and 
has given her business card to others at career fairs. As exciting, she was thrilled to meet and 
have pictures taken with LL Cool J and Allen Iverson at Homecoming. 
  
Tiffany Reynolds is in the Honors Program of Langston University in Langston, Okla-
homa.  Thirty-five Honor students are in the same classes, study groups, etc.  She finds her Biol-
ogy Class, with 3 1/2 hour labs, very challenging because of difficulty in understanding the Afri-
can professor’s 
speech accent.  Students have protested and have been promised a change next semester. Tif-
fany’s music background has won her place in the Marching Band in which she plays the clari-
net.  She will go to Atlanta in January for the “Battle of the Bands”.  She is looking forward to 
promised internships and research opportunities in different hospitals, which are provided by a 
special program. 
  
Parris Carter is having second thoughts about majoring in electrical engineering at the Univer-
sity of Illinois in Champaign.  His professor has advised him to reconsider a change. The adjust-
ment is difficult – particularly with 300 to 400 students in his classes. �



22 

EAP Attends the Scholarship Chicago Summit 
Article for the Flight Plan 

 
In response to a request from the Archdiocese and the Chicago Public Schools, Scholarship Chicago1 hosted the first Schol-
arship Summit.  On October 20th from the 30th floor Presentation Room at Nuveen Investments,  Karen Foley, President of 
Scholarship Chicago, welcomed the attendees and opened with a commentary about CEOs for Cities.2  In a March 2004 re-
port titled “Changing Dynamics of Urban America”, Robert Weissbourd and Christopher Berry found that higher education 

has the greatest positive impact upon urban economics.   In short, there is a direct and positive relationship between the 
number of college educated adults and the economics of a City. 

 

The Scholarship Summit initiative is to create a sense of community and collective capabilities among Chicago’s scholar-
ship organizations.  The organizations in attendance included the Chicago Public Schools, College Summit,  Daniel Murphy 
Scholarship Fund, Hispanic Scholarship Fund, Illinois CAN, Office of Catholic Schools, Shore Bank and the Tuskegee Air-

men of Chicago.  One goal is a common scholarship application that will, using online technology, make the application 
process easier and more accessible to students, guidance counselors and administrators.  This is not a new concept.  A com-
mon application3 has been in place for 25-years for 255 selective colleges and universities that is administered by the Na-

tional Association of Secondary School Principals.  

 

The next meeting of the Scholarship Summit is January 12th.   Each organization is to submit a copy of their application so 
the shared components can be identified.  One future challenge is the process that merges the common components with 

those that are unique such as TAI Chicago’s legacy essay.   

 

Stay tuned to follow the progress of Scholarship Summit.  1For information about Scholarship Chicago, see 
www.scholarshipchicago.org. 2For CEOs for Cities, see http://www.ceosforcities.org/.  3 For information about the Common 

Application, see www.commonapp.org or call 866-647-7253. 

 

 
TAI Chicago Receives Lucent Volunteer Grant 

Article for the Flight Plan 
 
The Lucent Connects Global Employee Volunteer Program is an example of how corporations demonstrate their commit-
ment to social responsibility.  Corporate volunteer programs encourage volunteerism and employee engagement in their 
communities.  Lucent’s program provides nominal expense reimbursement for volunteer activities.  In October 2004, the 
Lucent Technologies Foundation granted the Tuskegee Airmen of Chicago $350.00 for volunteer expense reimbursement. 
 
The Lucent Connects’ grant application process requires employee volunteers to provide: 
 
A description of the organization and how it serves the community 
A description of the project and the employee’s volunteer effort 
Proof of Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3) status 
A copy of the organization’s most recent financial statement 
Materials that describe the organization 
Copy of organization’s Charter and By-Laws, 
 
Every little bit helps.  If you know about a grant or need help completing a grant application, see a member of the Educa-
tional Assistance Program Committee:  Milton Blake, Christine Loving, Catherine McQueen, Joyce Moran, Debra Rice, 
Charlie Richardson, Joan Taylor and Paul Wilson. 
 
Note:  Debra Rice, Heritage Member, works for Lucent Technologies. 
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2005 Educational Assistance Program Committee 
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Washington D.C.:  then and Now 
Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez 

 
After leaving the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.  National Convention in Omaha, Nebraska for a Washington, D.C. 
convention, I arrived in the capitol city to find many changes since I’d last visited there and to see/experience 
sites which may have been old, but were new to me. 
 
I noticed immediately the great increase in the number of ethnic groups in businesses in stores and on the 
streets.  This reminded me of New York City, which I think is the most multicultural city in the world.  The 
airport employees, my cab drivers, and employees of the three hotels I stayed in served to reinforce my obser-
vations.  My first hotel, a downtown Holiday Inn, was a real surprise.  The reception clerk wore Muslim ap-
parel, and the dining room servers spoke in foreign accents.  Many menu items were new to me.  For example, 
when I ordered “Ahi Tuna”, what I received was a sushi-like dish.  It tasted good, but I was afraid to eat too 
much of it. 
 
Since there were two whole days between my western and eastern conventions, I decided to first make sure 
that I visited the World War II Memorial (WWIIM), completed only two months earlier.  Early on the first full 
day, I found that, just as at the Omaha Hilton, the wake up calls were completely automatic.  On the way to 
WWIIM, I discovered automaticity at a desired denominations when instructions to press designated buttons 
on the machine were  followed.  I also experienced  for the first time, a “count-down” traffic light.  When the 
light turned green, numerals on the light-post lit up, starting at 10 blocks, from the hotel at 12th and 14th Street 
N.W. to Constitution Avenue to reach the National Mall.  I then walked diagonally across the grass, rapidly to 
avoid disturbing too many insects, on my way to the WWIIM. 
 
The WWIIM is runners’ paradise; many could be seen circling the boarders.  Although “NO WADING” signs 
are posted, there were those who cooled their feet while sitting on the lower boarder-tier of the pool located in 
the center of the WWIIM.  The pool has a cascading large central fountain, created from many water jets.  
Many smaller water jets surround the pool.  One lady had her feet in the pool, her body stretched back over the 
tiers of the pool boarder, and a large umbrella positioned to protect her face, neck, and uppermost body from 
the sun.  In the July, 2004 issue of the Flight Plan, Oliver Jones (The Editor) has an article on the WWIIM and 
1 1/3 pages of the pictures of the WWIIM.  One shows the Illinois pillar of WWIIM.  I decided to pose in front 
of part of the pillar (See photo in this issue.).  The state pillars of the Atlantic and Pacific Pavilions are posi-
tioned in the order in which they came into the Union.  I found that out from the information center, after hav-
ing a difficult time locating the Illinois pillar.  Since Delaware was the first pillar, I counted pillars to find that 
Illinois was the eleventh in that pavilion to enter the Union.  Also, in this issue is a photo that I took of a rep-
lica of the WWII Victory Medal Embedded in a pavilion floor.  This medal was given to anyone who served in 
WWII.  And at the information center, I was given an 8-page leaflet describing the WWIIM, repeat with WWII 
photos and a brief history of WWII facts. 
 
On the way to WWIIM, I noticed that the bottom of the Washington Monument was surrounded by high metal 
walls, unlike earlier times when I saw the monument.  I was told that the enclosure was erected after “9-11” 
The monument looks much taller than it appears in the photo in the issue of The Flight Plan because of the dis-
tance from which the photo was taken by me.  I noticed the approximately 3 1/2 foot square think concrete 
boulders with beautiful flowers planted in the centers, along the way to the Washington Mall.  I suspect they 
were protection against “terror,” much like the boulders in front of a number of downtown Chicago Federal 
buildings.  On the way back, avoiding an alarmingly huge dog on a nearby path in the mall, I came to a sign 
which read,  “Sidewalk closed.  Do not walk in the street.  Violators will be prosecuted.”  It took me a little 
while to figure out how to get to the other side. 
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The next day, I changed hotels and decided to see the White House once again.  Years ago, I had walked 
through the gate and the rooms, other than the residential quarters, all without a pass.  This time, outside of a 
guard house, guards were stationed at the beginning of the street leading to the White House, and a large 
chain prohibited unauthorized vehicle to drive down the street parallel to the fence separating the side walk 
from the very large White House lawn.  I could barely see any part of the White House.  I was disappointed, 
but someone told me that there was a White House Visitors Center about a bock away.  I thought I might get 
a White House pass there.  Inside the Center, there were many exhibits with photos of Presidents and their 
families and other scenes form the beginning of the Nation, and many photos and, also, stories related to the 
White House, as well as brochures.  I was told that only groups of at least ten, sponsored by a congressman 
or senator who applied six months n advance, could visit the White House and the group would be notified 
just 30 days before the visit date.  Passing by the gate guards again, I remarked that it was nearly impossible 
to see the exterior of the White House.  I was told to go back to where a group of people were standing about 
a block away.  I had passed this site before, but had gone by without noticing what the people were doing.  I 
went back, and sure enough, I could see, through the wrought –iron gate, part of the White House far away.  
(See photo this issue of the Flight Plan.) 
 
I finally started back to my hotel, passing by the famous Willard Hotel.  This is the place where Julia Ward 
Stowe wrote the “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” Martin Luther King wrote his “ I have A Dream” speech, 
and many other famous person’s and groups called meeting’s and established organizations.  President Grant 
loved to drink brandy and smoke cigars while relaxing in the Willard Hotel.  People came to the Willard Ho-
tel lobby to request favors.  The president called them “lobbyists,” which is how the terms “lobbyist” and 
“lobby” originated. 
 
 
The next day,  I moved in to my D.C. convention hotel, which was in walking distance of the Smithsonian 
Institution National Air and Space Museum.  I was thrilled to see the Tuskegee Airmen exhibit, through I 
had thought threw would be more items displayed.  Basically, the exhibit consists of photos in displays along 
one wall and a small television telling the  story of the Tuskegee Airmen.  I fond out too late that my “throw-
away” camera did not have a flash.  The one photo of the exhibit in this Flight Plan is the only one clear 
enough to give an idea of what the exhibit is like.  The first picture in the second row at the top shows 
“DODO” John Rogers in the cockpit of an airplane. 
 
After returning to my hotel, I went with a group of psychologists to the Sam Rayburn building, where the 
NAACP held a reception for the group.  Stephanie Tibbs Jones, Member of Congress from the Seventh Dis-
trict of Ohio, gave an informative and inspiring talk, which included describing her visit with Presidential 
Candidate John Kerry at the Democratic convention.   The rest of my D.C. visit focused on my second con-
ventions matter's 
 
 



Bobbie M. Perez In 
front of WII Memorial 

Illinois Pillar 
Washington D.C. 

WWII Victory Medal Embedded 
in a pavilion floor the WWII 

Memorial 
Washington D.C. 

26 



Washington Monument with 
Protective Metal wall at the 

base 
Washington D.C.  A Portion of the Tuskegee Airmen ex-

hibit in the Smithsonian National Air 
and Space Museum.  “DODO” John 

Rogers photo is in row 2 top at left and 
Bill Thompson is 3rd from left in 3rd 

row 

Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez by the metal 
fence of the lawn before the White 
House, shown in the back-ground. 
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Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. 
P.O. Box 19063 
Chicago, IL 60619-0063 
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