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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

December 12th @
6:30pm
Directors Meeting
8134 S. Stony Island
***
December 19th @
6:30pm
Chapter Meeting
Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

January 13th
Young Eagles Rally
9AM
Gary-Chicago
International Airport
(GYY)

Rosa Parks sparked the
successful Montgomery,
Alabama bus boycott
December 1st, 1955

***

***

January 16th @ 6:30pm
Chapter Meeting
Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

American Anti-Slavery
Society Established in
Philadelphia, PA
December 4th, 1833

The Bill of Rights Became
Effective
December 15th, 1791

***

***

***

All General Meetings
will be held at the New
Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

Congressional Medal of
Honor Bestowed on Sgt.
Thomas Shaw
December 6th, 1890

African American
Platoons Held Position in
Battle of New Orleans
December 24th, 1814

***

***

Pearl Harbor Attacked by
Military Forces of the
Empire of Japan
December 7th, 1941

Jack Johnson First African
American Heavyweight
Champion
December 26th, 1908

***

***
January 9th @ 6:30pm
Directors Meeting
8134 S. Stony Island

Louisiana Elected P.B.S.
Pinchback Acting
Governor
December 11th, 1872

Note:
Officers Installed:
Bev Dunjill – President
Kenneth Rapier - 1st Vice President
Maj. Duane Hayden - 2nd Vice President
Camile Chappell - Recording Secretary
TBA - Corresponding Secretary
Vincent Saunders, III - Treasurer
Moses Jones - Assistant Treasurer
Judge Earl Strayhorn - Parliamentarian
Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez - Historian
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E-Mail Column
UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS: Flight Plan Publisher
NEW EMAIL is ehoosman@sbcglobal.net
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Tidbits
Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez
Since Tidbits was struck by a car on the day after Friday 13 in October, she doesn’t have a large amount of “DODO” news. She did perform her duty of securing the D.J. for the “DODO” installation, but is
missing the event because of her injuries.
The photo shows tidbits in her room at Evergreen Park Medical Center. She was very pleased to hear from the large number of
“DODO”s who called her there and/or sent cards, flowers, and other
items.
As you can see, Tidbits has a brace on her left leg because of a crack
(or fracture) in the knee. You can also see the marks below Tidbits
eyes and on her forehead. There are a number of scars, marks on
other parts of the body.
Returning home Tidbits sees nurses, therapists, etc. She has to visit
doctors also. She has a walker, but is barely taking small steps.
Since her phone is not near her bed (as was the case at Jackson Park
Hospital, Trinity Hospital and Evergreen Park Medical Center, Tidbits will no longer be answering phone calls until she can move about
more.
The one bit of “DODO” news (other than about me) is the article I
spotted about Marshall Knox in the October 2006 issue of the News
Bulletin of the Retired Teachers Association of Chicago. Notice the
Tuskegee Airmen story is included in the article.
Well, unless I see you at a doctor’s office, I’ll probably not see you
until sometime in 2007.
Again, I appreciate all that the “DODO”s have done for me during
my recovery period. And I feel very thankful to God that I am still
living. Considering my injuries, I feel that God has something else
he wants me to do before I die!!!
When I hear on the news everyday that people have died in car accidents and most are younger than I am, I feel blessed, lucky, etc.
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Source: Dollars & Sense 1994, Archives of Lt. Col. Thompson
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Young Eagles Column

If the weather next Saturday is like the weather today we will have a rain or shine Xmas/Volunteer Appreciation/Awards party from 10 AM
to Noon at Gary with a very short awards presentation to follow. Rob Strickland will be cooking. For those of you that have had his cooking, you know what this means. Save the date. Saturday, December 9, 2006. If the weather cooperates we will have the regular Young Eagles rally followed by lunch cooked by Rob and awards following lunch. As Captain Strickland says: We will not let the weather keep us
down. Let's kick off the holiday season together.

Happy Flyin'!
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP LOOKING FOR SUPPORT
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American fighter pilots, recently received the group's second congressional recognition.
With the conclusion of Black History Month, the group knows full well that its veterans are dwindling in numbers. Hoping that the
legacy will not die with them, the nonprofit Tuskegee Airmen Inc. is looking for dedicated people to join the organization and
carry out its mission of inspiring young people to achieve goals and take on leadership roles in society.

Source: Archives of Lt. Col. Thompson
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National Guard Turns 370
What is a few years younger than the Mayflower Compact (1620); a lot older than the Declaration of Independence (1776) and U.S. Constitution (1787); predates the U.S. Army, Navy and Marine Corps by 139 years; and is 311 years older than the Air Force?
Answer: The National Guard.
Known originally as the militia, the National Guard turns 370 years young today.
It all started in 1636 when the General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, which functioned as the colony's legislature, ordered existing
militia companies from the towns surrounding Boston to form into three regiments: North, South and East.
While other English colonies like Virginia and Spanish colonies like Florida and Puerto Rico had individual towns with militia companies
before 1636, Massachusetts was the first place in the New World where the population was large enough to justify organizing companies
into regiments for command and control. These regiments became a kind of military "family" for members. Although their names have been
changed and individual companies have come and gone, the three regiments still exist in the Massachusetts National Guard.
In retrospect, a string of 20-year career enlistments divides the Guard's life span into more than 18 "generations." The differences between
generation one and the current 19th generation are countless. Yet, even as the National Guard has transformed many times, it remains true to
the Founder's intent of a citizens' Army; and, for the last three generations, a citizens' Air Force.
The American colonies adopted the English militia system, which obligated all males to possess arms and participate in the defense of the
community. This early militia enforced local laws and battled Britain's enemies in America. Now, a force of more than 450,000 men and
women serve voluntarily and can be deployed anywhere in the world.
From its very beginnings, the United States has been a militia –Guard nation. The existence of and need for the colonial militia was ratified
by the Founding Fathers in the Constitution. Congress specifically defined those missions the militia would be used for: "to Execute the
Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections, and repel Invasions."
Since then, Congress has enacted several militia and defense acts to strengthen the National Guard. The first of these laws, passed in 1792,
governed the militia for 111 years of the country's existence.
The Militia Act of 1903 created the modern National Guard and affirmed the National Guard as the nation’s primary organized combat reserve force. The National Defense Act of 1947 established the Air National Guard as a separate reserve component at the same time it established a separate Air Force.
In 370 years and more than eighteen 20-year enlistments, the weapons and technology have changed drastically, but the Guard's contribution
to the nation’s defense has remained paramount.
Generation seven rallied to battle the British at Lexington and Concord. Generation 12 faced off, brother against brother, in the Civil War.
Generation 14 "Remembered the Maine" during the Spanish-American War. Generation 16 was already on duty when Pearl Harbor was attacked. Generation 19 will never forget and is still responding to 9/11.
In 1636, the militia’s primary firearm was the crude matchlock musket which could take 56 steps to load and fire. Nearly one-third of militia
Soldiers carried only a long pole, or pike, into combat. Today, the Guard's small-arms arsenal includes M-16 and M-4 rifles, and the Squad
Automatic Weapon which fires of 750 rounds per minute.
Our colonial forefathers could not have imagined much of what their descendants can use in combat today – jet fighters, tanks, satellite radios, laser-guided munitions, global positioning systems, rocket artillery, and countless other high-tech devices.
Now, after 360 years, what does the future hold for this always ready and reliable force?
Future National Guard generations will continue to employ all of the modern technology at its disposal at home and abroad. At the core,
however, today's National Guard members and yesterday's Minutemen remain the same person: citizens with the conviction that their military service is required to make their nation and communities a safer and better place.
Source: AOPA
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Boom Operator Flies 10,000th Hour in Tanker
Air Force Print News | Maj. Ann P. Knabe | November 28, 2006Southwest Asia - Senior Master Sgt. Anthony Trenga won't soon forget
what he was doing Nov. 6 at 4:15 p.m. The in-flight refueling technician from
Pittsburgh reached a significant milestone in his military career at this precise
moment, hitting 10,000 flying hours in a KC-135 Stratotanker.
With more than 30 years of flying under his belt, the deployed Guardsman's time
in the military exceeds the average age of most Airmen on this base.
"Tony's the only person I've known who's ever flown 10,000 hours in a refueler,"
said Maj. Jason Luhn, a 171st Air Refueling Wing pilot. "I was just thrilled to be
on the same crew with him when he hit this great accomplishment."
Sergeant Trenga hit his 10,000th hour while flying with pilot Major Luhn and
aircraft commander Capt. Walter Ransom. All three Airmen are members of the
Pennsylvania Air National Guard, and fly as a cohesive crew with the 340th Expeditionary Air Refueling Squadron in Southwest Asia.
"Guardsmen bring immense experience to the fight," said Lt. Col. Bryan Crutchfield, 340th EARS commander, commenting on how
many of today's Guardsmen have served in several conflicts. "This flying experience benefits the squadron as a whole, and Tony's years
of service and corporate knowledge demonstrate this perfectly."
Sergeant Trenga's experience came in handy on the flight in which he surpassed 10,000 flying hours.
Shortly after take-off, the crew realized the cabin wasn't becoming pressurized. The problem was traced to an auxiliary power unit door
that wasn't secure.
"If the cabin doesn't become pressurized, we can't reach our cruise altitude," Captain Ransom said. "And that's where the refueling takes
place - at the higher altitudes."
The crew had two options: dump the gas and lose a combat sortie or try to remedy the problem as quickly as possible. Sergeant Trenga
chose the latter.
"The issue was timing," said the sergeant. "The more quickly we fixed it, the more quickly we could move back into the fight." The crew
descended the aircraft to 10,000 feet so it could be depressurized. Once the aircraft was depressurized, Sergeant Trenga managed to cycle
the door open and closed among noisy winds whipping through the APU.
It wasn't an easy feat. Because the aircraft was depressurized, it wasn't as "strong" as a fully pressured plane. Similar to an intact egg
that's missing an egg yolk, a depressurized KC-135 lacks a high level of structural integrity.
The amplified noise level was also distracting with all the air rushing out though the APU.
"Imagine driving 300 mph in a car and having a window open with wind whipping around," said Captain Ransom. "That's what Tony
was working in."
Despite the adverse conditions, Sergeant Trenga successfully closed the door and the aircraft flew on to perform its role in Operation
Iraqi Freedom.
"By resolving the problem and continuing with the flight, Tony and the crew saved several more combat missions that day," Colonel
Crutchfield said. "Every KC-135 mission in the AOR is tied to saving lives on the ground -- either directly or indirectly -- so Sergeant
Trenga made some very critical decisions on the fly."
Although his service in Southwest Asia has certainly been a highlight in his military career, Sergeant Trenga has many other memories of
deployments.
The 53-year-old Airman has served in Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm, Allied Force, and a host of other Air Force missions
around the world. He's flown on five different stratotanker airframes, including the KC-135 models A, Q, E, R and T. But his initial entry
into the service wasn't in operations.
Continue on Page 11:
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"My goal all along was to fly," he said. "But they rejected that notion in basic training because of my eyesight, and I spent the next four
years loading bombs."
Fortunately, Sergeant Trenga was able to cross train into the flying world as a boom operator, where he's remained ever since.
"I'm passionate about my job," he said. "It's a blast, and I wouldn't trade it for the world. Hands down, it's the best enlisted job in the Air
Force."
After 34 years, Sergeant Trenga shows no signs of slowing down reaching his 30th year of flying the same week he broke 10,000 flying
hours. Sound Off...What do you think? Join the discussion.

Copyright 2006 Air Force Print News. All opinions expressed in this article are the author's and do not necessarily reflect those of Military.com.
Source: AOPA Magazine

Source: Archives of Lt. Col. Thompson

11

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.
P.O. Box 19063
Chicago, IL 60619-0063

