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Chapter President’s MessageChapter President’s MessageChapter President’s Message 
 

I have had the honor and privilege of serving the Chicago “DODO” Chap-

ter of the Tuskegee Airmen under the presidency of William R. Thompson, 

Lyman Weber, William Patterson, Felix Kirkpatrick, Roy Martis Chappell 

and Beverly Lawrence Dunjill.  The common thread between all of these 

great men is that they all trained in the Army Air Corp Pilot Training Program at Moton Field in Tuskegee, Alabama.  For the 

first time in the history of the Chicago “DODO” Chapter, the Airmen have chosen to put a non-original, New Generation 

member at the helm of the organization.  Having strong ties to the Tuskegee Airmen because my cousin, Gordon Rapier, is an 

Original Tuskegee Airmen and as an African American pilot myself, the legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen is dear to my heart 

because I would not have the opportunity to fly today if it were not for the Tuskegee Airmen.  Therefore, I pledge to you my 

commitment to preserve the legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen with integrity, professionalism and respect.  With Bev and our 

other OTA’s continuing to be the face of our Tuskegee Airmen doing appearances and thru our scholarships and youth pro-

grams, using the team approach, I will insure that the Chapter is responsive to the needs of all of our members and make cer-

tain that every member finds personal satisfaction and a sense of accomplishment in the engagement of Chapter activities that 

make the most effective use of their skill set.  Those of you who participate in the Young Eagles rallies know that no program 

can be successful as a one-man show.  I ask each and every one of you to join me in support of our Tuskegee Airmen family 

and lend that support to all of the officers of the Chapter, helping us to keep the Chicago “DODO” Chapter Team the premier 

chapter of Tuskegee Airmen Inc. 

 

In Unity, 

Ken Rapier 

Chicago DODO Chapter,  

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.®  

Vol. XVI no. 12  December 2009 Chicago DODO Chapter, P. O. Box 19063, Chicago, IL  60619  
Beverly L. Dunjill, President  

 

Carrying on the legend and teaching young people about the opportunities in aviation.  

® 
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Mission Statement 
 

"The Chicago “DODO” Chapter of TAI is a 501(c) (3) charitable 
   organization whose mission is to perpetuate the historic legacy of 

   the Tuskegee Airmen and to encourage and assist minority youth in 

   pursuing post-secondary education and careers in the aerospace 
   industry." 

 
Publisher 

 
Emmit Q. Hoosman 

24533 Rockefeller Court 
Plainfield, IL  60544 

ehoosman@sbcglobal.net 
 

Questions, comments or feedback on the Flight Plan 
please direct to: 

 
Emmit Q. Hoosman 

(312) 656-5940 
ehoosman@sbcglobal.net 

 
Please submit all articles or pictures no later than the 25 th 
of each month.  Articles will be accepted via fax, as well as 
via email or in other electronic form.  Pictures and other 
items can be mailed by the above deadline; also  preferred 
to receive in any electronic format for better quality print-
ing. Typed or printed submissions are strongly preferred to 
handwritten ones. Submissions received  after the  25th of  
the  month will  be included in the following month’s issue 
unless otherwise indicated.    
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CALENDAR OF 

 

 
 
 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Rosa Parks sparked the 
successful Montgomery, 

Alabama bus boycott 
December 1st, 1955 

 
* * * 

 
American Anti-Slavery 
Society Established in 

Philadelphia, PA 
December 4th, 1833 

 
* * * 

 
Congressional Medal of 
Honor Bestowed on Sgt. 

Thomas Shaw 
December 6th, 1890 

 
* * * 

 
Pearl Harbor Attacked by 

Military Forces of the 
Empire of Japan 

December 7th, 1941 

 

Louisiana Elected P.B.S. 
Pinchback Acting  

Governor  
December 11th, 1872 

 
* * * 

 
The Bill of Rights Became 

Effective 
December 15th, 1791 

 
* * * 

 
African American Pla-
toons Held Position in 
Battle of New Orleans 
December 24th, 1814 

 
* * * 

 
Jack Johnson First African 

American Heavyweight 
Champion 

December 26th, 1908 
 

 
 

Officers Installed: 
 

Ken Rapier 
 President 

 

Lt. Col. Duane D. Hayden 
1st Vice President 

 

Lt. Col. (ret) Vince Saunders  
2nd Vice President 

 

Camille Johnson 
Recording Secretary 

 

Karon Thompson 
Corresponding Secretary 

 

Monalisa Drake 
Treasurer 

 

Dr. Quentin P. Smith, Sr. (DOTA)  
Assistant Treasurer 

 

Grady L. Davis 
Parliamentarian 

 

Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez 
Historian 

December 25th 

Christmas 
 

*** 
January 1st  

HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 
 

*** 

January 9th 
9:00AM 

Young Eagles Rally 

Gary Airport 
 

*** 
 

January 12th  
6:30PM - 8:30PM 
TAI Director Meeting 

Chicago Public Library 
8134 S. Stony Island 

 

 
January 19th 

@ 6:30 PM 
Chapter Meeting 

Chicago Public Library 

8134 S. Stony Island 
 

*** 
 

February 9th  
6:30PM - 8:30PM 
TAI Director Meeting 

Chicago Public Library 
8134 S. Stony Island 

 
HOTLINES 

 
CHAPTER HOTLINE:  

(312) 409-3624 
 

CHICAGO YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE: 
(312) 409-5621 

 
GARY YOUNG EAGLES  

HOTLINE: (888) 235-9824 
       (888) 2FLY—TAI 
 

Note: Call the Young Eagles Hotline 
after  

7:30 a.m. on the morning of a flight for 
any cancellations.  

 
CHAPTER WEBSITE:  

www.taichicago.org 
 
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National Office 

1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130 
Arlington, VA 22209 

(703) 522-8589 
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E-Mail Column       
 

 

Flight Plan Publisher EMAIL is ehoosman@sbcglobal.net 
             

 
For those of you who wish to start receiving the Flight Plan via email vs. US mail please forward your email address to ehoos-
man@sbcglobal.net. for consideration. 

 
Center for Homeless Veterans in Northwest Indiana 
 
Webb House, Inc. has a Center for Homeless Veterans located in the Northwest Indiana area.  The Center is designed to 
provide supportive housing for male and female homeless adults, and outreach efforts to services and agencies utilizing its 
services.  The Center seeks to create and foster an environment conducive to supporting and assisting residents toward 
achieving independence, to include providing access to services and programs supporting Webb House and assisting resi-
dents in the re-integration process. 
 
For further information on Webb House Center for Homeless Veterans services and programs, please contact Robert 
Farmer, Executive Director at 219-980-4681 (Phone/Fax); 219-730-6593 (Cell); Email: webbhouseinc@yahoo.com; P.O. Box 
2530, Gary, IN 46403. 
 
 
 

X-47B unmanned Naval craft 
The Northrop Grumman X-47 is a demonstration Unmanned Combat Aerial 
Vehicle. The X-47 began as part of DARPA's J-UCAS program, and is now 
part of the United States Navy's UCAS-D program to create a carrier-based 
unmanned aircraft. Unlike the Boeing X-45, initial Pegasus development was 
company-funded. The original vehicle carries the designation X-47A Pega-
sus, while the follow-on naval version is designated X-47B.  

Submitted by:  "Wilk" 
 

Oct 5, 2009 11:41 pm 
US/Pacific  

Tuskegee Airman Alleges Racism In Lawsuit 
 

VACAVILLE, Calif. (CBS13) ―A Tuskegee Airman has filed a lawsuit against So-
lano County officials, alleging racism in recent efforts to shut down his non-profit 
program that teaches kids to fly. 
 
Retired Air Force Lieutenant Colonel James Warren of Vacaville, 86, was among 
the first black pilots to get flight training for the U.S. military with the famed Tus-
kegee Airmen, a unit that flew with distinction during World War II. 
 

"I'm an American citizen," Warren said. "This is my country." 
 
Warren spoke to CBS13 while standing next to his red and white Beechcraft at Solano County's Nut Tree Airport, where his non-profit 
teaching program has come under fire. 

 
Warren said he has been told by airport operators to quit hosting the "Young Eagles" program that teaches local kids how to fly. 
 
             Continue on page:  8 
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1925 CURTIS AIRMAIL PLANE 

I came across the interesting photograph you see of a 1920’s era bi-wing aircraft, on the internet but couldn’t find any descriptive in-
formation on it other than the identifying notation at the bottom of the photo. I sent it to one of my co-workers (Glenn Cekus) who is an 
aviation enthusiast and amateur vintage aircraft historian.  I asked Glenn if he liked it and the following are his comments about the 
photo/aircraft. 
 
”Vince, I do like it- very much!  Aside from warbirds and aircraft used for Arctic and Antarctic exploration, I find early airmail aircraft 
fascinating.  The Douglas or perhaps Curtis "Pigeon" ( I think that is what this is called) was a purpose built aircraft for the air mail 
service expected to replace surplus WW1 aircraft (DH4s, JN4s, etc.) on air mail routes.  As you can see from this photo, there are no 
marking of any sort on this aircraft, which leads me to believe it is freshly manufactured and not even painted yet.  Early air mail ser-
vice was provided by the US Army and US Post Office beginning in 1918.  Later, companies were contracted to fly the mail and air-
craft were designed with passenger cabins (usually 2 to 4 passengers at first) to provide additional income.  The Boeing 40B hanging 

from the ceiling of the Mu-
seum of Science and In-
dustry (which I just visited 
on Sunday) is a good The 
Boeing 40 series aircraft 
were also sold to some 
central and south American 
countries and converted to 
military use, including that 
of light bombers. 
 
Tom Smith (another co-
worker) said he had a 
neighbor in the Plainfield, 
IL area who supposedly 
has a tire from an old 
DeHaveland DH4 that was 
used to fly the mail and 
crashed in the area in the 
1920s on a farm that later 
had a grass landing strip. 
Tom's dad kept vintage 
aircraft in a barn/hanger on 
this property. The pilot was 
none other than Charles 
Lindberg!  He was lucky to 

survive.  From 1918 to 1929, 45 of the100 air mail pilots died in crashes and about 15 to 20 more were injured.  This is about a 60% 
casualty rate - terrible from a military standpoint, but to fly mail!? 
 
Regarding the plane in the photo, I believe there was a model of this aircraft produced by Aurora, back in the 1950s and 1960s.  I re-
member seeing it as a kid and it was molded in horrible pinkish-red plastic!  The model also had an air cooled engine instead of a liq-
uid cooled engine.  I wish I could find one now! 
 
I do own two sets of air mail pilots wings, the only other I am aware of is in the Air and Space Museum.   Thanks for sharing. 
 
Glenn 
 
 
Glenn Cekus served in the Coast Guard Reserve for 35 years and retired as a Commander.  He has have been with the US EPA as an Envi-
ronmental Scientist  for 23 years (as of March 30, 2010). He has been interested in aviation since childhood, especially WW2 military avia-
tion. He says, “The early use of aircraft to explore the polar zones always fascinated me. The Air Mail Service and it's ties to WW1 aviation 
and linkage to passenger aircraft/airline development and growth in the US has also been interesting.” 
example. United Airlines, Northwest Air Lines, etc., trace their histories back to air mail service. 
 
             Submitted by: Glenn Cekus  
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Street named after one of America's he-
roes, Amory native Lt. Col. Herbert E. 
Carter  

by CHRIS WILSON/Monroe Journal 

Lt. Col. Herbert E. Carter may be 91 years old but it wasn't going 
to stop him from traveling to his native Amory Friday to see a new 
street named after him. 
 
The Lt. Col. Herbert Carter Drive was opened to traffic Friday. 
The new street connects Hwy. 278 West to 111th Street. It will 
serve as a new access road to that area as well as for West 
Amory Elementary School. 
 
Lt. Col. Carter, one of the original Tuskegee Airmen, who piloted 
fighter jets during World War II, was on hand for the occasion. 
The Tuskegee Airmen helped break down racial barriers in the 
U.S. military in the 1940s as they proved to be among some of 
the military's greatest airmen. 
 
Congressman Travis Childers of the First District, speaking at Fri-
day's street dedication ceremony, called Lt. Col. Carter one of 
America's heroes. "We're proud of you," Childers said. "You 
showed a long time ago that service to our country should never 
be measured by the color of one's skin, but by one's character. 

 

 

"Arthur McFarland of Aberdeen, left, poses with Lt. 
Col. Herbert E. Carter and his son, Herbert E. Carter 
Jr. at the street dedication ceremony. McFarland 
once played football at Tuskegee Institute and was 
recruited by Lt. Col. Herbert Carter who later served 
as an associate dean at the institute. 

 
 

 
Lt. Col. Herbert Carter talks with First Dis-
trict Congressman Travis Childers (at left) 
at the ceremony Friday as Carter s son, 

Herbert Jr., is seen at the right. 
 

Submitted by:  Emmit Hoosman, Flight Plan Publisher and 
nephew of Lt. Col. Herbert Carter. 
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Experiencing a Young Eagles Rally 
 
The day dawned bright and sunny with very favorable weather.  Joseph Karriem, my 11-year old son, was 
about to experience his very first Young Eagles Rally with the Tuskegee Airmen Chicago Chapter and I was go-
ing along for the ride.  I had been excitedly planning since April the hosting of Joseph’s surprise airplane-
themed birthday centered around the July Young Eagles Program Rally, teaming up with Duane Hayden, Lieu-
tenant Colonel, USAF Air National Guard and 2nd Vice President, Tuskegee Airmen Chicago Chapter.   
 
Looking back, Joseph’s passion for airplanes and all things aviation was launched one Saturday afternoon in 
August 2007 during his visit to The Boeing Company Family Day celebration,  where he was exposed to an air-
plane flight simulation activity assisted by USAF Captain Stefan Keller.  I took a moment to reflect on Joseph’s 
developing passion for aviation and recalled a fond memory at age 5.  To pass the time, Joseph and I would 
play a game of counting airplanes and guessing how many would fly overhead en-route to Chicago O’Hare Air-
port, as we waited for our bus to Park Ridge, Illinois.  In retrospect, I thought maybe this game we played 
might have been that small, early stage spark that helped ignite his interest in airplanes. 
 
Later on, my introduction to Duane at a Boeing Airplanes 101 class in 2008 led to my discovering the Young Ea-
gles Program and establishing a mentoring relationship for Joseph.  The stage was set!  
 
The yellow school bus rumbled into the front of Lewis University’s Harold White Aviation Center in Romeoville, 
Illinois, with sleepy parents and 21 kids in tow, excited about riding airplanes and doing a great job of not 
“spilling the beans” about Joseph’s surprise birthday party - to be revealed during the airplane rally.   
 
We were met by Duane, along with birthday partygoers Johnny Watson and sons Jeremy and Jeffrey who had 
earlier  completed their first airplane rides along with Duane’s 7-year old son DeSean Hayden, who took his 
momentous first flight in a Redtail Cherokee plane with Chief Pilot Ken Rapier.  DeSean’s flight was especially 
significant, as it happened at Lewis University, Duane’s college alma mater. 
 
A team of Lewis University Flight Operations staff and Young Eagles program volunteers including Bev Dunjill, 
Tuskegee Airmen Chicago Chapter President, and his wife Jean Dunjill, Betty and Charles Guice, Moses Jones, 
Melvin Knazze, Rob Strickland, and original Tuskegee Airmen Welton Taylor and Milt Williams greeted us as we 
were directed to a classroom for Duane’s briefing on airplane rally activities.  After the briefing and signing of 
permission forms, the kids and parents were disbursed into small groups and sent off to the university airport 
behind the Aviation Center for first-time airplane rides; to board and tour a Boeing 737 airplane; and to flight 
simulation sessions in a classroom lab. 
 
At that point, my secret mission was to quickly transform the classroom into a party room.  My theme was the 
Blue Angels naval pilots, famous for flying the strikingly handsome, intensely royal blue and golden yellow 
striped Boeing FA-18 Super Hornet plane, Joseph’s favorite. The party props were Blue Angels kites, flags, mili-
tary airplane models and Blue Angels videos. 
 
After the room was decorated, I ran off to the university  airport just outside the Aviation building to see Jo-
seph off into the wild blue yonder for his first flight onboard a Cessna plane.  Sitting in the front seat, he smiled 
broadly, waved as the plane taxied, looping around the runway for take-off, soaring into a clear sky. I watched 
as he took flight, thrilled by his experience - a wonderful blessing and a reward (of sorts) for his on-going pas-
sionate study of airplanes in books, on the Internet, viewing the Military Channel, and his sharing of aviation 
facts with any willing audience he could engage on the topic.  The plane circled about, disappearing briefly into 
the clouds and landed after 15 minutes.  After landing and de-boarding, Joseph conducted his own brief hands-
on inspection of the Cessna plane’s body.  When he was satisfied, he ran over to me, shouting “Mom!  Man, that 

was awesome! “  
 
A total of twenty-one kids took their first airplane flights assisted by the team of Bob Mullins, Director of Op-
erations; Victor Croswell, Flight Director, Butch Benja, Ken Rapier and Keith Renfroe.  Upon completion they 
were sworn in as Young Eagles by Milt Williams.  DeSean’s special day was highlighted as his Godfather Milt 
Williams pinned on his Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles wings.   
 
At 12:00 noon it was off to the party room, rounding up and shooing kids into a “lights out” room to await Jo-
seph’s arrival, escorted by Duane.  Joseph was easily distracted by his sister Jessica in the flight simulation 
classroom.   Greeted by shouts of “Surprise!”, cheering and clapping, Joseph responded with a broad grin on 
his face as he and Duane entered the room.  Bev Dunjill then presented Joseph with a Tuskegee Airmen cap. 
 
             Continue on page:  10 
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Holiday shopping frustrations got you down?  Why not give yourself a lift and trade that frown for a smile and some holiday good 
cheer.  Join us for the regularly scheduled Tuskegee Airmen E.A.A. Young Eagles rally at the Gary-Chicago International Airport 
(GYY) on Saturday, January 9, 2010.  We will operate out of the terminal building.  All aircraft parking will be West of Gate 
4.  The pilot briefing will be at 8:30 a.m. with flights beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Refreshments will be provided for all pilots and volun-
teers.  Call the hotline after 7:00 a.m. on the morning of the rally to check flight status: 312-409-5621; press 3 to access the flight 
status mailbox.  We look forward to seeing you at the Gary Airport. 
 
Happy Flyin' 
Victor Croswell, Acting Chief Pilot 
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program  

 
TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP LOOKING FOR SUPPORT 
 
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American fighter pilots, recently received the group's second congressional recognition. 
With the conclusion of Black History Month, the group knows full well that its veterans are dwindling in numbers. Hoping that 
the legacy will not die with them, the nonprofit Tuskegee Airmen Inc. is looking for dedicated people to join the organization and 
carry out its mission of inspiring young people to achieve goals and take on leadership roles in society.  

 

 

New! Tuskegee Airmen National Scholarship Foundation – Each year the Tuskegee Airmen Scholarship Foundation grants 
scholarship awards to deserving young men and women. Forty (40) awards of $1,500 will be available and are not renewable. One 
$20,000 award will be presented to a scholar who can demonstrate a sincere aptitude for and pursuit of a career in aviation, aero-
space technology or research. Applicants must be students of accredited high schools who have graduated or will graduate in the 
school year 2009-2010. Additionally, applying students must have a GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. Application deadline is February 
1, 2010. 
 
New! Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. – Chicago Chapter (EAP) – The Chicago Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. will provide awards to 
qualified high school seniors who will attend an accredited institution as a full-time student the fall of the succeeding school year. 
The following criteria must be met: High school graduation in the spring of the current school year; cumulative GPA of 3.0 (4.0 
scale); and ACT composite of 18 or higher and/or SAT equivalent. Financial awards of $1,000 or $1,500 will be granted to those 
students who demonstrate the qualities of the 15,000 African Americans who received aviation training at Tuskegee Alabama from 
1941-1948. Application deadline is February 26, 2010. 

Young Eagles Column 

Continue from page: 4 
 Warren has filed a lawsuit alleging racial discrimination, among other things. He claims he was told by airport offi-
cials his flight training program is a business subject to taxes and airport regulations, but the lieutenant colonel says 
the pilots who train the kids don't charge a dime. 
 
"The only money that's flowing was out of my pockets and into the gas tanks," he said. "It doesn't make any sense." 
 
The defendants of the lawsuit told CBS13 they do not comment on pending litigation, but one pilot who spoke to 
CBS13 on the condition of anonymity said he thought the airport had picked the wrong battle. 
 
A judge is scheduled to hear the case early next year. 
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West Covina unveils float honoring black veterans  
By James Wagner, Staff Writer  
Posted: 07/02/2009 09:11:41 PM PDT 

 
Ted Lumpkin, 89, of Los Angeles, left, and O. Oliver Goodall, 
87, of Altadena, members of the Tuskegee Airman, talk 

about the new West Covina Rose Parade float design, "A Cut 
Above", at Heritage Park at the Talyor House In West Covia, 

Thursday, July 2, 2009. (Correspondent photo by James 
Carbone) 

 
WEST COVINA - As they huddled around the first 
public unveiling of the city's plan for its Rose Parade 
Float this January, it's builder - Matt Rodriguez - 
faced his biggest critics Thursday. 
Seven original Tuskegee Airmen, living historians of 
World War II, gave Rodriguez a little history lesson as 
they posed for pictures. 
The tail of the plane needs more red. 
The names of the pilots should be painted on the side 
of the cockpits. 
"They'll win," said Rodriguez, jokingly. "I'll do any-
thing I can possibly do to make them happy." 
The West Covina Rose Float Foundation gave its first 

glimpse of a towering float at a ceremony at the Taylor House in West Covina on Thursday morning that will honor the 
all-black combat unit, known as the Tuskegee Airmen. 
The float, designed with the input of some of the airmen, is expected to be 45 feet long, 18 feet high and seat as many 
as 15 people. Two replicas of P-51 fighter planes will sit atop the float, in front of a large bald eagle with wings spread 
open. At the base of the float, eight black and white photographs - four of each side - will depict the faces of selected 
airmen. 
"It's fantastic," said Robert Higginbotham, 83, a former Tuskegee medic, who attended the unveiling with his 88-year-
old brother, also a Tuskegee veteran, Mitch Higginbotham. "It really tells the whole story." 
For some veterans in attendance, the remembrance was 
long overdue. It was also a reminder of a sad period in U.S. 
history. 
Ted Lumpkin, a Tuskegee veteran who served as an intelli-
gence officer with the 100th Fighter Squadron during the 
war, spent two years overseas in Italy ending in 1945. 
"You were really felt like a weight was lifted from your shoul-
ders" when in Europe, he said. "You felt free." 
But times have changed. A black U.S president was inaugu-
rated in January, a ceremony many of the airmen attended. 
And the float is a symbol of that progress.  
 
A bronze replica medal awarded to Tuskegee Airman Lieutenant 

Colonel Paul D. Lehman, is shown by his wife Jealdine Lehman, of 
Los Angeles, during the unveiling of the new West Covina Rose Pa-

rade float design, "A Cut Above", at Heritage Park at the Talyor 
House In West Covia, Thursday, July 2, 2009. (Correspondent photo 

by James Carbone) 

By some accounts, it's the first float to honor a black group in the parade's history. 
The Tournament of Roses said it couldn't dispute the claim, however, noting floats honor themes instead of groups of 
people. 
 
"When we go down the 5-1/2 mile route, I believe people will stand up and there will be eyes with tears," said Frank 
Scalfaro, chairman and president of the West Covina Float Foundation. "It will be seen by millions of people around the 
world and it's but a small token of our appreciation." 
 
A fundraiser is scheduled for Nov. 7 to garner the estimated $100,000 needed to complete the float. 
james.wagner@sgvn.com 

(626) 962-8811 ext. 2236 
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Shelby Westbrook 

Marked Tree, Arkansas 
Tuskegee Fighter Pilot (P-51 Mustang) 
EUROPEAN THEATER: Air War over Europe 
RANK & DIVISION: Army Air Force- First Lieutenant, 99th Squadron, 
332nd Fighter Group, 15th Air Force 

 
Shelby is a self-sufficient young man with an inner-strength born out 
of early tragedy. When his parents died, Shelby was just 12 years 
old. He moved from his small town home to live with his brother in 
the big city of Toledo, OH, where he attended an integrated high 
school, free of the sting of racial prejudice. After Pearl Harbor, he's 
keen to sign up for the nation's first all-black air corps. It is only 
when he enters the U.S. military that Shelby's eyes are opened to 
racial injustice. Shelby decides to be the best pilot in the entire war -
-convinced that his actions will be the most eloquent testament to 
his right to equal treatment. 

 

"WWII in HD,"  9 p.m. History Channel: Rare color film foot-

age has been mixed with photographs to tell the stories of 12 people who served in the war through this 10-part history of World 

War II. This effort presents World War II with the same skill and quality of Ken Burns' much heralded "The Civil War." 

This documentary was put together using thousands of hours of archival footage gathered from a global search of basements 

and archives. These images tell the stories of a variety of veterans from Army nurse June Wandrey, who served from the begin-

ning of the war to the liberation of the camps in Germany, to Shelby Westbrook, a member of the famed Tuskegee Airmen. 

This 10-hour series is narrated by Emmy Award winner Gary Sinise. 

Tonight's episodes include The Marines attack on Tarawa Island and the invasion of Normandy. The series continues through 

Thursday. 
  
Continue from page:  7 
 
All partygoers enjoyed pizza and sodas, topped off by a huge birthday cake sporting a Blue Angels airplane 
photo that showcased the plane flying upside down over a sandy beach with a city skyline resembling Chi-
cago’s Lake Michigan.  Above the noise and chatter, some of us were able to watch segments of the Blue An-
gels demonstration DVDs.  Most of the boys gathered around to touch and admire Joseph’s airplane collection, 
especially his shiny new toy model Blue Angels plane. 
 
Ken treated Joseph to a final honorary salute flyover in a different airplane.  They circled the airfield and 
banked low to the left, as many of the kids and parents watched as Duane and Joseph (mentor and mentee) 
exchanged respective salutes in passing.  What a moment of honor for my son!  The group then gathered for a 
photo on the airport lawn. 
 
Ken commented, “It would certainly be an understatement to say that a good time was had by all.  You had to 

be there!” 
 

As a mom, I was so excited about my good fortune to discover the Young Eagles program which exposes kids 
to the world of aviation and will, I am sure, be the launching pad for many kids to catapult into aviation ca-
reers, fulfilling their dreams of flying.  I watched the children’s faces, their wonder, awe and amazement.   
 
I could certainly beam with delight and the assurance that this was a very unique birthday party, while feeling 
extremely grateful and humbly knowing that without Duane’s role as mentor to Joseph,  along with the support 
from Young Eagles program volunteers, Tuskegee Airmen Chicago Chapter members and the generosity of the 
Lewis University staff, the party would not have been possible nor as successful as it was. 
 
Last of all, my heart was both satisfied and filled with beautiful memories of my son’s airplane-themed birth-
day party that I will no doubt treasure for many years to come. 
             
            Submitted by:  Rosalind Cobbs 
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Tidbits 
Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez 

 
Thanks, “DODO”s for all the care and love that I have received from so many “DODO”s, I am most grateful.  
I’ve received so many cards from you.  Alcus Cromartie and Ken and Judy Rapier brought me flowers early 
on.  And Vince Saunders brought me flowers on my birthday, November 15, then at the birthday party which 
my sister and daughter arranged for me here at the healthcare center, Melvin Knazze, brought me flowers.  A 
number of “DODO’s came to the party and I was very glad to see them.  Joan Taylor and her “play” family 

brought me many sweets, and Victor Croswell and Karon brought me a beautiful lapel-pin cross.  The party was a wonderful get together of 
friends from several organizations that I belong to, family member, and church members, most a surprise.  Thanks , again, for making my 
birthday special, even though I am still in a hospital recuperating from my ailments. 
 
CAPA Newsletter.  Thanks Rufus Hunt, I was given a copy of the volume 1, Issue 3, Chicago Area Pilots Associations newsletter, belatedly.  
It was mainly several pages of pictures of the pilots and few family members.  The photos included the Victor Croswell's and Ken Rapiers.  I 
thought the photos were very well done.  The issue focused on the CAPA luncheon at Lake Lawn Resort in Wisconsin.   
Tidbits Pause.  Although because of the effects of my right brain blood clot, I have missed sending in my Tidbits for several months and am 
not sure of whether I will be able to be back on schedule for some time, I decided I did want to write a final column for 2009.  I certainly 
want to wish a good 2010 for all “DODO”s.  I will definitely support “DODO” fundraising efforts.  As I explained to both Vince Saunders 
and Duane Hayden, I think that a meeting (as well as through mail) all members should be asked to list 3 ways of raisin money for the 
“DODO”s.  Then the “DODO” board could examine the lists to see what “DODO”s would support. 
More on Fundraising.  I also suggested that “DODO” (local) life memberships could be considered I suggested this sometime ago.  I would 
be definitely become a local (“DODO”) life member another suggestion is to have raffles, with prizes to those who raise the most money.  
Probably other ideas from member s would be good. 
Congratulations and good luck.  Nothing but the best wishes for Beverly Dunjill as he leaves the office of “DODO” in Chicago and, also in 
other places, and has been active in “DODO” events.  He and Jean can now live a more relaxed life, although I don’t know if Bev will.  Con-
gratulations to the other elected officers as well.  Ken Rapier has been great as first Vice President and has helped preside over many meet-
ings.  So servings as President will come naturally to hm.  And to all the other elected officers good luck, and be ready for the hard work re-
quired as I’m sure you will.  Until Later, take care, pray for my health improvement, and of course, continue to work hard for the “DODO”s 

The attached 
photos are of the 
group (Orig Tus-
kegee Airmen - 
front row) and 
others who are 
coordinating our 
organization's 
appearance in 
the Jan 2010 
Rose Bowl pa-
rade. Photo #2 is 
on back cover.   
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