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Carrying on the legend and teaching young people about the opportunities in aviation.

The Art Institute of Chicago Honors “DODO”s
Submitted by Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez

On

December 16, 2003, thirty “DODO” Chapter members, the Leadership Advisory group of
the Art Institute, employees of the Institute, public officials, members of the media, and

others attended a slide show about the Tuskegee Airmen, a lecture by Dominick Pisano (a curator at
the Smithsonian Institution National Air and Space Museum), and a panel discussion featuring
“DODO”s Beverly Dunjill and Shelby Westbrook and moderated by CBS Channel 2 Weatherman and
former American Airlines pilot, Jim Tilmon. “DODO”s Debra Rice and Oliver Jones made remarks.
Prior to the events mentioned above, several “DODO”s who arrived early were taken on a tour of
the aerospace exhibit, where many photographs were taken of us by Art Institute personnel. Following the tour, a
dinner reception was provided prior to the main event. At the reception, Beverly Dunjill was presented an award for
the “DODO”s. In accepting, Beverly pointed out that the Tuskegee Airmen are history, and so the award was presented
to history itself.
Following the brief slide show, a large audience of approximately 250 people were thanked for
coming by Debra Rice, who said she looked forward to an enlightening evening. She talked about her
father’s role as a Tuskegee Airman. Pisano, a co-author of Black Wings: The American Black in
Aviation, acknowledged the large contribution of “DODO” Bill Thompson to Pisano’s endeavors, and
talked about the conception and structure of the Black Wings exhibit.

… Continued on Page 5
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NOTICE
January 20th @ 6:30 p.m.
Chapter Meeting
Martin Temple
6930 S. Cottage Grove

!!! Save the Date !!!

The Chicago “DODO” Chapter, Tuskegee Airmen Inc.
Annual Spring Fling Scholarship
Fund-raiser Dinner-Dance

January 24th @ 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Chapter Retreat
Kennedy-King College
6800 S. Wentworth

Saturday, April 17, 2004

January 31st @ 2:00 p.m.
Appearance—U.A. W. Region #4
Belvedere, Illinois

To be held at the Lexington House
7717 West 95th Street
Hickory Hills, IL

February 12th @ 5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.
Appearance—Our Lady of Lords
1449 S. Keeler

Open Bar Cocktail Hour
from 6:30PM to 7:30PM
Dinner Served at 7:30PM
Donation: $60.00

February 14th @ 9:00 a.m.
Young Eagles Flights
Chicago/Gary Airport
February 20th @ 1:00 p.m.
Appearance—VA Administration
2038 W. 95th Street

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY
January 22nd, 1793
Benjamin Banneker assisted in the planning
of Washington, D.C.

AAA

2004 Chapter Dues!!!
PLEASE SUBMIT

Habari Gani DODOs!
May the New Year bring you
closer to your desires
In abundance.
Peace & Prosperity in 2004
and beyond.
Vince Saunders
“Only those who dare to
dream have a real vision.”

MEDICAL LIST
Louis S. Moseley @ 1221 Betts N.E. Albuquerque, New Mexico 87112, Phone: (505) 293 –0810
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President’s Message
Submitted by Beverly Dunjill
President, Chicago “DODO” Chapter, TAI
1.

Happy New Year to one and all! First of all, I want to thank Copytec, Emmit Hoosman, and his staff, for the excellent work
they have done in getting out the Flight Plan each month with such promptness and efficiency. Thank you for your
fantastic efforts!

2.

On Tuesday, January 20, 2004, we will have our first Eat’n Meet’n of 2004. As a reminder to all TAI members, the $25.00
assessment is due at the door. Such assessment will be collected by Camille Johnson and Edward Allen. The voted on
policy is if you don’t pay, you don’t eat !!

3.

Saturday, January 24, 2004, is the day of our annual retreat. It will be held at Kennedy-King College in one of the
conference rooms from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; the location is at 69th and Wentworth Avenue. Parking is free. Please call
the TAI Hot Line for further information at (312) 409-3624. It is requested that all Committee Heads submit their yearly
budget to me as soon as possible in order that it can be placed on the agenda. Food will be served by the same people
that do our Eat’n Meet’ns !!

4.

Support your Tuskegee Airmen at the Gary Chicago Airport on the second Saturday of each month, and attend the monthly
meetings. This is YOUR organization! You elected your officers to do a job but without your input and effort, it can’t be
done. Check the Hot Lines and keep abreast of what is going on in YOUR organization.

5.

Black History Month is coming up and appearances are scheduled. Your help is needed to attend appearances. Being a Chi
cago “DODO” Chapter Tuskegee Airman means having a COMMITMENT to help us succeed! Success is our only option.
Your input is necessary! The Tuskegee Airmen have not only left a legacy, but a tradition as well. It is up to each individual
member to carry on with the tradition to fulfill the TAI legacy of the future.

6.

Saturday, April 17th is the Spring Fling at the Lexington House on West 95th Street. Starting at 6:30 p.m., we will have fun
and enjoy each other’s company as we have done so many times in the past. Call the Hot Line for details and be sure to
sell tickets. This is one of our best fund-raising events that supports TAI !!!

Beverly Dunjill

Pictures: http://friendsofmeigs.org/hmtl/events/oshkosh_2001
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Beverly Dunjill, Charles Nichols, Roy Chappell

The Art Institute of Chicago Honors “DODO”s
… Continued from Front Page
Pisano said there was little about Blacks and women in the National Air and Space
Museum when he became involved in 1982. The Congressional Black Caucus wanted the
Tuskegee Airmen to be in the exhibit. Pisano was steered to “DODO”s Harold Hurd and
Bill Thompson. He obtained information from Enoch Waters of the Chicago Defender,
and Tuskegee Airman Benjamin O. Davis. Ultimately, a network of people was
established, and Pisano learned about Bessie Coleman, Eugene Bullard, Cornelius
Coffey, John Robinson and others. He noted that Blacks established their own aviation
clubs to get around not being able to join white aviation groups, and he detailed U.S. President Harry Truman’s
integration of the military. Pisano said that William Powell’s book Black Wings was a source for him, as well as
the other books.
He answered his question, “What’s important about the exhibit?” by stating that nine million people a year visit
the Museum; and that people are fascinated by the exhibit. Eighteen thousand copies of Black Wings have been
sold since 1982. Pisano stated that there was a traveling exhibit in place for more than 20 years, and that an
upgrade of the exhibit has been discussed. He would like to get donations of items from individuals for the
Museum, to get ideas regarding fundraisers, and to incorporate chapters of TAI into the exhibit by obtaining
speakers to educate the public, and so on.
In opening the panel discussion, Oliver Jones spoke about the “DODO” website and newsletter and described
categories of membership of the “DODO”s. Shelby Westbrook told how he was interested in planes while growing
up and of his high-school experiences with mechanics and welding. When World War II began, he knew he didn’t
want to walk; so he decided to fly and came to Chicago to take an exam. After training at Tuskegee, he was
shipped to Europe and flew missions over 12 different countries. He learned a lot about geography. On his 31st
mission, he crash-landed in Yugoslavia. Shelby provided details about his missions.
Beverly Dunjill was too young to fly in World War II. He told of his combat flying during the Korean War, and how
the planes he flew differed from those flown by the Tuskegee Airmen in World War II. Beverly said he had been
interested in flying since he was three years old, and he had flown since he was sixteen, before he could legally
drive a car. Bev told of his experiences as a “test pilot”, how he had to do things in reverse in one plane.
Jim Tilmon, after moderating the question-and-answer period, said: “Tomorrow, we’ll
celebrate Orville and Wilbur Wright, but if it hadn’t been for the Tuskegee Airmen, I would
not have had my long career with American Airlines. The Tuskegee Airmen risked their
lives, but in the real world, people still don’t understand that Blacks can fly as well as
Whites. We should let young people know that there is no limit to what they can do with
their talents. I pray that once day my granddaughter will not take seconds. I’m so proud of
the Tuskegee Airmen.”
Tilmon stated that his father told him he could do anything he wanted to do.
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History and Origins of African-American History Month
Submitted by Vince Saunders

Originally established as Negro History Week in 1926 by Dr. Carter G. Woodson, a noted African-American
author and scholar, this event evolved into the establishment in 1976 of February as "Black History Month."
This commemoration has increasingly been referred to as "African-American History Month," although both
names are currently in use.
Since 1926, The Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History (ASALH) has established the national theme
for the month-long celebration of Afro-American History Month.

Questions and Answers from The Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History (ASALH) on African American
History Month:
Q: Why Afro-American (Black) History Month?
A: The true facts of the contributions of Afro-Americans to the discovery, pioneering, development and continuance of
America have not properly and adequately been presented in the textbooks, media and other communications media.
Indeed, for the most part, Blacks have been left out of the written record about America. The fact that some changes have
been made in recent years points to the need for a fuller report about Afro-American contribution. The designation of
February as Afro-American History Month is an attempt by ASALH to remedy this neglect and provide for all Americans the
information needed for creative and empathetic
understanding about Afro-Americans in the nation.
Q: Who started the Afro-American history celebration?
A: In 1926, Dr. Carter G. Woodson, a Harvard Ph.D. who 11 years earlier had founded the Association
for the Study of Afro- American Life and History, initiated Negro History Week. In those early days, the
words Afro and Black were seldom used. It was Dr. Woodson's hope that through this special
observance, all Americans would be reminded of their ethnic roots, and that togetherness in the United
States' racial groups would develop out of a mutual respect.
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Continued ...
Q: Why was a period in February chosen for the Afro-American (Black) History Observance?
A: Dr. Woodson was keenly conscious of symbolism in the American psyche. He wisely chose for Negro
History Week the period of February, which contains the birthdays of Frederick Douglass and Abraham
Lincoln. From its initiation, observance of Afro-American History Month has involved many ethnic groups,
not only Black Americans.
Q: Why was the name changed to Afro-American (Black) History?
A: Bowing to pressure from young delegates to its Cincinnati, Ohio, Convention in 1972, the
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, Inc. changed its name to the Association
for the Study of Afro-American Life and History, Inc. This name change focused on the new
thinking by Black Americans and indicated both the new recognition of African background
and the Black person's appreciation of himself as an individual, a citizen and a contributor to
the American scene.
Q: Why has the week's observance been expanded to include the entire month of
February each year?
A: During America's Bicentennial celebration in 1976, the Association shared nationally,
regionally and locally in the major thrust of American history. The Association expanded the week's celebration to include
the entire month to provide more time for programs, observances and celebrations. The idea of the entire month caught
on and ASALH was besieged with requests from all over the country to continue observing for one month, to provide more
time to the nation and local communities for Afro- American Black History programs.
Q: What about the future?
A: The Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History, Inc. dreams of the day that the sharing
and contribution of all Americans in America will be so appreciated, accepted and understood that there will
be no further need for any ethnic group to call attention to its contributions and exploits for the good of
the country. Until that day arrives, we shall continue to provide the information needed about the
Afro-American citizens in the United States and abroad.
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A Thought for the Beginning of the New Year
GEORGE CARLIN POST 9-11
Submitted by Copytec Inc. Staff
Isn't it amazing that George Carlin, comedian of the 70's and 80's, could write something so very eloquent, and
so very appropriate.
The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings but shorter tempers, wider freeways, but narrower viewpoints. We
spend more, but have less; we buy more, but enjoy less. We have bigger houses and smaller families, more conveniences, but less
time. We have more degrees but less sense, more knowledge, but less judgment, more experts, yet more problems, more medicine,
but less wellness.
We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive too fast, get too angry, stay up too late, get up too
tired, read too little, watch TV too much, and pray too seldom. We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values. We talk
too much, love too seldom, and hate too often.
We've lear ned how to make a living, but not a life. We've added years to life not life to years. We've been all the way to the moon and back, but
have trouble crossing the street to meet a new neighbor. We conquered outer space but not inner space. We've done larger things, but not better
things.
We've cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul. We've conquered the atom, but not our prejudice. We write more, but learn less. We plan more,
but accomplish less. We've learned to rush, but not to wait. We build more computers to hold more information, to produce more copies than
ever, but we communicate less and less.
These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion, big men and small character, steep profits and shallow relationships. These are the days
of two incomes but more divorce, fancier houses, but broken homes. These are days of quick trips, disposable diapers, throwaway morality, one
night stands, overweight bodies, and pills that do everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill. It is a time when there is much in the showroom window
and nothing in the stockroom. A time when technology can bring this letter to you, and a time when you can choose either to share this insight,
or to just hit delete.
Remember, spend some time with your loved ones, because they are not going to be around forever. Remember, say a kind word to someone
who looks up to you in awe, because that little person soon will grow up and leave your side. Remember, to give a warm hug to the one next
to you, because that is the only treasure you can give with your heart and it doesn't cost a cent.
Remember, to say, "I love you" to your partner and your loved ones, but most of all mean it. A kiss and an embrace will mend hurt when it
comes from deep inside of you. Remember to hold hands and cherish the moment for someday that person will not be there again. Give time
to love, give time to speak, and give time to share the precious thoughts in your mind.
Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath away.
HOW TO STAY YOUNG
1. Throw out nonessential numbers. This includes age,weight and height. Let the doctor worry about them, that is why you pay him/her.
2. Keep only cheerful friends. The grouches pull you down.
3. Keep learning. Learn more about the computer, crafts, gardening, whatever. Never let the brain idle. " An idle mind is the devil's workshop."
And the devil's name is Alzheimer's.
4. Enjoy the simple things.

… Continued on Page 16
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Vince Saunders: We all need some up thoughts for down days. Consider this.

It’s in the Valleys I Grow
By Jane Eggleston

My little valleys are nothing

Sometimes life seems hard to bear,

When I picture Christ on the cross

Full of sorrow, trouble and woe

He went through the valley of death;

It's then I have to remember

His victory was Satan's loss.

That it's in the valleys I grow.

Forgive me Lord, for complaining

If I always stayed on the mountain top

When I'm feeling so very low.

And never experienced pain,

Just give me a gentle reminder

I would never appreciate God's love

That it's in the valleys I grow.

And would be living in vain.

Continue to strengthen me, Lord

I have so much to learn

And use my life each day

And my growth is very slow,

To share your love with others
And help them find their way.

Sometimes I need the mountain tops,
But it's in the valleys I grow.

Thank you for valleys, Lord

I do not always understand

For this one thing I know

Why things happen as they do,

The mountain tops are glorious

But I am very sure of one thing.

But it's in the valleys I grow!

My Lord will see me through.

Source: http://www.llerrah.com/dreams.htm

This poem was written by Jane Eggleston who currently lives in Virginia. Her son Jeff states, "She is a wonderful person,

loves Jesus and has been the best mother anyone could ever ask for." (What a fitting tribute to any mother.)
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1,000th Young Eagle Flown
Submitted by Carol Thompson
Chicago “DODO” Chapter Member and EAA Young Eagles Coordinator

On Sunday, November 9, 2003, Robert 'Butch' Bejna gave Corinne Astfalk of Riverside, California, a Young
Eagles ride at the Schaumburg Regional Airport. While hundreds of pilots worldwide were also giving
youngsters their introduction to aviation, this was a special flight for Bejna. When they landed at 12:30 p.m.,
Corinne became the 1,000th Young Eagle that he flew in his two seat Cessna 150F.
Corinne, 15, and her brother Luke, 10, were visiting their grandather, Ray Groell and his wife, Judy, of
Schaumburg. Parents Patty and Gary Astfalk had visited the Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago with
their children where they saw a brochure about the Young Eagles program. When they ate dinner at the
restaurant at Schaumburg Airport, they asked if there was a Young Eagles program at the airport and were
directed to the flight school.

"The flight school gave us Butch’s number and Judy called him Friday night," said Patty. Luke, who was excited to find out that he was #999, was
enthusiastic about the flight. "I liked turning the best. I could see downtown Chicago in the distance and we went right over the Schaumburg Flyers
Stadium," Luke said. "It’s fun!"
Corinne had no idea that she was Bejna’s 1,000th Young Eagle. He didn’t tell her until after they landed and her family came out to congratulate both
of them. She beamed with excitement. "It was so fun! I got to fly the plane," she exclaimed. "It’s one of those things that helps kids get over their

fear of flying. It’s a great experience and it’s free and available to all!"
While Gary Astfalk and his father are licensed pilots, they haven’t flown in quite a while. Patty Astfalk thinks that will change. "We haven’t been up in
years," she said, "but this experience has revitalized us. We’re ready to fly again."
Bejna himself flew for the first time with his parents in a Beech Bonanza when he was only six months old. He began flying lessons as a sophomore in
high school, becoming a licensed pilot just after graduation.
Bejna became involved with the Young Eagles Program in 1996. He flew with the Chicago Dodo Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen at Meigs Field the
second Saturday of every month, until Meigs Field was closed. In 1999, Bejna was recognized for his dedication to the Young Eagles by the Chicago
DODO Chapter when they gave him the President’s Award for Pilot of the Year. In 2000, he received the Humanitarian of the Year award from the
Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) for his work with youth and the Young Eagles Program. Bejna is also the Young Eagles Coordinator for his EAA
chapter, which holds rallies the first Sunday of each month (April through December) at the Schaumburg Regional Airport.
Bejna Received DODO Award for his 1000th flight & Contribution to the Young Eagles program at Chgo-Gary Airport on Sat 12/13/03.

Source: http://www.youngeagles.org/flyinghigh/flying_high30.html

Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Report
Submitted by Ken Rapier
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program Chief Pilot
It was cold. It was windy. It was snowy. But the brave of heart Young Eagles came out anyway. All 13 of them flown by
two of our most dedicated pilots: Butch Bejna and Steve Hammond. Since we had such a small group of youngsters, after the
flights there was sort of a pilots and volunteers lunch party where camaraderie was at it's height and a good time was had by
all. A special thanks to all of the volunteers that helped out and consistently show up to make sure our Young Eagles rallies
are a success: Gary-Chicago Airport Director LaVel Gatewood, Vic Croswell, Bev Dunjill, Rufus Hunt, Julius Jackson, Moses
Jones, Hilton Joseph, Melvin Knazze, Bob Mullins, Keith Renfroe, Carl Robinson, Marvin Robinson, Barbra Werner, Glen White
and Charles Williams. Sorely missed were Duane Hayden who was serving our country on military duty, Alcus Cromartie who
was serving with the Coast Guard and three of our most helpful ladies who were absent due to either personal or family illness, Judi Rapier, Veleda
Robinson and Carol Thompson. Our prayers are with them for family strength and speedy recoveries.
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Local Pilot Has Eyes on Flight Record Books
BRIAN WITTE
Associated Press, The Washington Times, Published December 27, 2003
Submitted by Vince Saunders
With a modernized version of the Wright brothers' canard wing design, an amateur aviator from Gaithersburg plans to
leave next week on a 28,000-mile flight to the North and South Poles in a tiny aircraft.
Gus McLeod, 49, hopes to be the first to make the flight in a single-engine plane. The father of three also wants to show
that "there's still magic in aviation," and people don't have to be professional pilots to achieve noteworthy aviation goals.

"I think if I do it, I'll bring value to a lot of people who don't see themselves in aviation and will see it can be a part of
their life," Mr. McLeod said yesterday.
Mr. McLeod, who made history April 17, 2000, as the first pilot ever to fly to the North Pole in an open-cockpit plane,
planned the pole-to-pole trip to coincide with the 100th anniversary of powered flight. He plans to leave Monday from
College Park in a modified Velocity plane, a one-of-a-kind prototype called "the Firefly," which he has received from Korean Aerospace.

"It flies like a little race car," said Mr. McLeod, who owns a medical supply company. "It's just a little rocket sled."
The 18-foot white plane with red stripes has a forward canard wing configuration similar to one used by the Wright
brothers. The plane also has a propeller in the rear. "It's sort of a real modern version of the Wrights' airplane," Mr.
McLeod said, while standing by the plane, which still has Korean writing on its side. "They told me the writing said
'Korean Aerospace Research,' " Mr. McLeod said on a cold windy day at the Montgomery County Airpark in
Gaithersburg. "It could say 'This is one nut.' "
It has been a rough month for people attempting the feat. Earlier this month, British pilot Polly Vacher gave up after having problems with strong
winds and delays in getting fuel in Antarctica. Also this month, a man and woman had to be rescued after crashing a helicopter while trying to
make the pole-to-pole flight. "There's something down there going on this year that's really ugly, and I'm flying right into it," Mr. McLeod said.
His wife, Mary, is concerned, he said. Recently, he overheard her and his 12-year-old daughter talking about what would happen -- in case he
didn't make it. "I just heard that conversation the other night and that rocks you where you live," Mr. McLeod said. "I'm still trying to get over

that."
Although he has some worries about the trip, Mr. McLeod said second thoughts won't keep him from flying, as long as he has good weather. He
has been planning the trip for almost three years, and there have been plenty of hurdles to get to this point.
In January, his 1959 Beech aircraft was hit by a snowplow near Baltimore-Washington International Airport, forcing him to find another plane.
Because he does not have a sponsor, Mr. McLeod has had to finance the trip himself.
With just days before his scheduled departure, he was still negotiating with a Chilean rescue team in case something goes awry en route to the
South Pole. Their $60,000 fee is too much for the high-flying Mr. McLeod.
"We got to get it down, because if it's $60,000 my wife is going to have to say: 'Leave him.' " Mr. McLeod said.
He estimates the trip will take about two months, flying every day for eight to 10 hours, usually. One leg at the South Pole will require 27 hours of
straight flying, a stretch Mr. McLeod refers to as his potential "Waterloo." But Mr. McLeod believes the conditions will be easier than the 13-hour
push he made during his North Pole flight in an open cockpit because, unlike that open-cockpit plane, this one is enclosed and has autopilot.
"If I get through that, then I can back off and take it easy," he said.
On the way, Mr. McLeod plans to stop in Florida to pick up extra fuel tanks before flying along the eastern coast of South America, making stops in
Belem and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and Ushuaia, Argentina. He is hoping to buy extra fuel that was stored for Mr. Vacher near the McMurdo-Scott
base in Antarctica. If he can, he plans to fly on to New Zealand before going up through the middle of the Pacific Ocean, through the Fiji Islands,
to Hawaii, up to Alaska and up over the top and back down to the East Coast. If he can't get the fuel near McMurdo, he plans to fly over to Africa
and over Europe en route to the North Pole.
Mr. McLeod said it has been fun planning to fulfill this dream. But after this, he said he doesn't have plans for another polar flight.

"This is going to be my last one," he said. "It's too stressful."
Source: http://www.washingtontimes.com/functions/print.php?StoryID=20031226-102443-4868r
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The Roy M. Chappell Kentucky State University

Community Education Building Dedication Ceremony
“HIS TRUTH IS MARCHING ON”
Submitted by Dr. Lucy Lang-Chappell, Camille Chappell-Johnson, and Kathy Chappell
Kentucky State University Community Education Building was adorned with the name of a prestigious alumnus and
“DODO”.
On November 6, 2003 a dedication and naming of the Kentucky State University Community Education Center in
honor of our own “DODO” Roy M. Chappell was made. The Center is used for workshops for seniors, GED classes
and summer programs for youth, among other things.
At the dedication the KSU Choir mesmerized the attendees with a choral selection as Roy Chappell was
honored as a Kentuckian, Kentucky State University Scholar, Tuskegee Airman, Civil Rights Activist, Educator,
Humanitarian and Policy Maker. A ‘fly-over’ was scheduled but due to the inclement weather it had to be
cancelled. However, that did not stop our Dedicated, Determined , “DODO” pilots Ken Rapier, Rufus Hunt,
Victor Crosswell, Keith Renfroe and Marvin Robinson from arriving ‘right on time’ for the dedication. Their
presence was characterized with 2A’s - Awesome and Appreciated.
They ultimately had to drive to Kentucky to participate in the dedication and a simulated fly-over.
What an amazing sight to behold when everyone in attendance was given a balloon and all of the balloons were released into the
air simultaneously inside the building simulating the fly-over while the yellow dedication ribbon was held by Dr. Lucy Lang-Chappell,
her two daughters Camille Chappell-Johnson and Kathy Chappell and cut by the President of the Board of Regents!
Roy worked closely with KSU students and the director of the KSU Transportation Institute, Mr. Edward
Powe, for 3 years. The students visited Chicago and the Young Eagles Program at Meigs Field. Mr. Powe
feels that the inclusion of the Young Eagles Flights/Tuskegee Airmen Education component was
instrumental in the KSU Transportation Institute being the recipient of the “Best in the Nation” award for 3
consecutive years.
The dedication festivities began with a reception at Kentucky State University President’s home, another reception following the
dedication and a farewell get together at the Hotel’s Hospitality Suite the evening of the dedication. The food and good cheer at all
of the receptions was phenomenal.
As mentioned, the “DODO” pilots (Ken, Rufus, Victor, Keith & Marvin) attended. “DODO” Chapter members George Taylor, Milton
Williams & William Brinkley drove to Kentucky in support of Roy and the family. All of the original Tuskegee Airmen spoke to
University students and were featured in the Kentucky newspaper. Detroit TAI members and Roy’s Air Force classmates and
life-long friends Richard Jennings and Walter Robinson were also in attendance. “DODO” wives Mrs. Rapier, Mrs. Brinkley and Mrs.
Robinson were also present. Roy’s sister, Emma Matthews, brother-in-law Clarence Matthews (of Chicago) and sister-in-law Olivia
Chappell (of Monroe, Michigan) shared in the festivities.
The naming of a University Education Center for students could not have been more appropriate as Roy M.
Chappell was a committed educator and dedicated to youth and excellence.
The Roy M. Chappell dedication ceremony was covered in several Kentucky newspapers and the TV station
where the video was shown to over 100,000 households. As Mr. Powe exclaimed, “It was truly a glorious

and historic occasion!”
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Tidbits 2004 Number One
Submitted by Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez
Happy 2004 to all “DODO”s, Ladies Auxiliary members, people at Copytec who produce the Flight Plan, Emmit Q. Hoosman - the
Flight Plan publisher, Oliver Jones - our Flight Plan editor, contributors to the Flight Plan - Ken Roy Johnson and Vince Saunders,
and all others who support the “DODO”s. (I am aware that those named are included under “DODO”s.)
* * *
Congratulations to Beverly Dunjill, Richard Highbaugh, Vince Saunders, Joyce Moran, Debra Rice, and Paul Wilson of the “DODO”
Educational Assistance Program (EAP), whose Executive Summary manifests a tremendous amount of thought and time. EAP is
finally coming into its own with a well-defined plan for funding the program and distributing awards to deserving students. It
might be pertinent for the “Merit Scholarship” to have as an additional award criterion that applicants write a one-page summary
about the history of Blacks in aviation, about a notable Black person in aviation or about the Tuskegee Airmen. Also, it might be
helpful if the general membership could have input regarding the final EAP guidelines. Finally, consideration might be given to the
National TAI format for funding awards, i.e., a combination of a general fund and funds named for individuals “DODO”s to allow
donors to honor individual “DODO”s by making designated contributions to EAP.
* * *
Tidbits knew about Melvin Knazze’s square dancing, jitterbugging, and scuba diving / snorkling abilities and about Laverne Shelton’
skiing, electric-sliding, tennis, and boating pursuits. But only recently did Tidbits learn about Debra Rice’s skiing, river-rafting,
scuba-diving/snorkling, golfing, and dancing activities. What other multiple-talented “DODO” sports people do we have?
* * *
In case you didn’t get National TAI President Brian Smith’s recent news message, Smith is encouraging members to let National
know if they are planning to attend the August 4-8, 2004 TAI convention at the Hilton Hotel in Omaha, Nebraska. This will permit
the National to plan for food, lodging and meeting space. The 2003 TAI convention was debt-free. Anyone wishing to run for National office must have his/her nomination information in the National office in time for it to be published in the June edition of the
National Newsletter. Who knows? Maybe some “originals” might be elected. The National is still looking for a National Executive
Director. And many members will be happy to know that “a comprehensive account of the ground support and technical support
units” has been added to the speech guide now available from the National Headquarters. And congratulations to TAI President
Smith for receiving his Biomedical Engineering Ph.D. in December !!!

Are You Financial?
Submitted by Kathy M. Chappell, Membership Chair
If you completed your Form 2, paid your dues and submitted them to the chapter for 2003—04, then the answer is YES. However,
if you have not completed this process, then the answer is NO.
Annual dues continue to be $70. Life members pay only $20 chapter dues. Please complete the Form 2 and submit that with the
payment for dues to the chapter for processing so that you will be an official financial member.
The Form 2 has three uses: 1) It is an application for the new membership; 2) It accompanies annual dues for members renewing
membership and is forwarded to the Headquarters for their records; 3) It reports any changes in status.
Thank you for continuing your commitment to maintaining the legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen.
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Etta Moten Barnett - died at 102
Saturday, January 03, 2004, 8:30 a.m.
Submitted by Vince Saunders

(Chicago) -- An African-American actress and singer who appeared in the Broadway production of "Porgy and Bess" and
the Fred Astaire film "Flying Down to Rio" died Friday in a Chicago hospital at the age of 102. Etta Moten Barnett
succumbed to pancreatic cancer at Mercy Hospital, according to a news release from her family. She was diagnosed with
the cancer on Wednesday, her eldest daughter, Sue Ish, said in a telephone interview Friday night. Barnett's youngest
daughter had died of the same "inoperable, fast-moving" cancer in 1999 at the age of 76, Ish said.
Although Barrett had an active career on radio, the stage, and films, she was more respected for her work in the fields of
black causes and international relations after her retirement from show business.
Barnett was born in Weimer, Texas, on Nov. 5, 1901, to a Methodist minister and his wife. She was singing in the church choir with her
mother at an early age and was teaching Sunday school at 10, according to a copy of a biographical sketch written for her 100th birthday.
In high school she married one of her teachers, Curtis Brooks, and they moved to Oklahoma. Within seven years they had three children who
survived, but after her marriage broke up Barnett moved to her parents' home in Kansas City and enrolled at the Lawrence campus of the
University of Kansas, 40 miles away. Her parents took care of her three daughters so she could pursue her studies, and she would visit her
children and parents on weekends and conduct the church choir, the biographical sketch said. She hosted a radio show at the university, and
during the summer would travel with the Jackson Jubilee Singers. Barnett graduated with a degree in voice and drama at the age of 30,
although openings for black entertainers in mainstream entertainment were still few.
She followed advice and went to Chicago to meet Associated Negro Press founder Claude Barnett, who would encourage her career and later
be her husband. For a while in the early 1930s she sang with Duke Ellington's band, a Jet magazine article said. Actor Clarence Muse arranged
for her to have a singing audition at Warner Brothers, and her voice was used for several leading actresses, starting with Barbara Stanwyck in
"Ladies of the Big House." She received $100 for each job but no film credit. Then came Barnett's best known film, "Flying Down to Rio," the
first pairing of Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers. Portraying a Brazilian entertainer, complete with fruit on top of her head, she sang the
Oscar-nominated dance-song "the Carioca", according to the sketch.
This was something new, Paul Galloway wrote in the Chicago Tribune, according to the Radio MOI Web site. He
said she "was among the first members of her race, if not the first, to break the stereotype of the black female
that had been presented by Hollywood." Before then, they had been relegated to roles as maids and nannies.
Daughter, Sue Ish said, "she was so loved and admired, especially by African Americans because of the roles she
played when she sang those feature songs in the early movies." But Barnett did not consider herself to be an
activist or a pioneer out to break down barriers for black entertainers, her daughter said. She would humbly say
that she "just happened to be in the right place at the right time."
One of the songs Barnett often sang was "My Forgotten Man," and it was at least a family legend that this was Franklin Delano Roosevelt's
favorite. Because FDR was confined to a wheelchair, he sometimes invited entertainers to visit him in the White House. The biographical
sketch said that when Barnett sang "Forgotten Man" at his birthday party, the president was brought to tears. Barnett is believed to have
been the first African-American to perform at the White House, although it was done privately, according to the biographical sketch and two
Web sites.
The family also believes that George Gershwin had her in mind when he wrote the music for his folk-opera "Porgy and Bess," but he decided
he needed a soprano instead of a contralto. One reason might have been that the character would be singing with a baritone playing her
crippled lover in a Charleston slum. But the part opened for her in 1942 when the soprano who co-starred in the unsuccessful longer version
of the work left while the shorter and now standard version was still in rehearsal, and Barnett agreed to sing at a higher register than she was
comfortable with. She played the role on Broadway for six months and then on tour until 1945. But, in the words of the biographical sketch,

"Ironically, the part that made her a bona fide star would end her career." At 44, she found that she had seriously damaged her vocal cords.
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Continued ...
Moving to smaller venues, she performed at Red Cross concerts in Nigeria and the Gold Coast of Africa in 1947.
Barnett also performed in symphony concerts and at music festivals, and she appeared on stage at more than 40
colleges and universities during tours in Canada, Argentina, Brazil, and West Africa. She accepted a position of "artist
in residence" at two universities, the sketch continued. Although she had multiple careers, Barnett continued her
education, studying at Northwestern University School of Speech in 1949-1950.
Barnett's final singing performance was at a Danish concert in 1952. She continued giving lecture recitals and hosting a radio program, "I
Remember When" on NBC in Chicago for several years. The program was carried in 38 states, the sketch said.
Barnett represented the President of the United States when she made trips to the African countries and regions of Tunisia, Libya, Liberia,
the Ivory Coast, Ethiopia, Uganda and Cameroon during the Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Lyndon B. Johnson administrations, the sketch said.
With her husband, Claude Barnett, who had been appointed an assistant to the Agriculture Secretary in the Truman administration, she
served as an Ambassador of Goodwill at the independence celebrations for the African nations of Ghana, Nigeria and Zambia, and at the
inauguration of the first president of Ghana in 1960, the sketch said.
Mrs. Barnett also worked to encourage more American women to become involved in the United Nations and issues affecting women across
the world. Among the civic organizations she was involved in, according to the sketch, were the National Council of Negro Women, Lyric
Opera of Chicago, the Field Museum, the DuSable Museum, the South Side Community Arts Center, the African American Institute, and the
National Conference of Christians and Jews.
She received honorary degrees from Lincoln University, Northeastern Illinois University in Chicago, Atlanta University, Spelman College, and
the University of Illinois at Chicago, and she was inducted into the Black Filmmakers Hall of Fame in 1979, according to the Radio MOI Web
site.
Her 100th birthday party drew 400 friends and fans, including singer-actor Harry Bellafonte, noted a Jet magazine article about the event.

"She gave Black people an opportunity to look at themselves on a big screen as something beautiful when all that was there before spoke to
our degradation," Bellafonte said at the event. "In her we found another dimension to being Black in our time. She is a true shining
star."
In that same year, actress Halle Berry presented her with an award at the Chicago International Film Festival's tribute, "Black Women in
Film--From Etta to Halle," and a play based on her life, "Papa's Child" by Useni Eugene Perkins, was performed at the ETA Creative Arts
Foundation in Chicago.
In her last years Barnett lived with Ish in a home at 3619 S. King Dr. filled with African artifacts. She also had five grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren, and was called "Granny" by her friends, according to an Ebony magazine article.
She remained optimistic about the progress of blacks. "Honey," she told an Ebony reporter as she approached her
100th birthday, "I know I've seen so many changes. I know we're heading in the right direction -- and I'm willing to

wait."
Barnett had requested that no funeral or memorial be held in her honor after her death, explaining that the celebration
for her 100th birthday was like "witnessing a funeral," said Ish, Barnett's only surviving daughter. "You can't top that,"
Barnett had said of the birthday bash.
While Ish wants to respect her mother's wishes, she said she is considering doing something for her during Negro History Week, the second
week in February.

Source: WBBM News Room
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A Thought for the Beginning of the New Year
… Continued from the Page 8
5. Laugh often, long and loud. Laugh until you gasp for breath.
6. The tears happen. Endure, grieve, and move on. The only person who is with us our entire life, is ourselves. Be ALIVE while
you are alive.
7. Surround yourself with what you love, whether it's family, pets, keepsakes, music, plants, hobbies, whatever. Your home is your
refuge.
8. Cherish your health: If it is good, preserve it. If it is unstable, improve it. If it is beyond what you can improve, get help.
9. Don't take guilt trips. Take a trip to the mall, to the next county, to a foreign country, but NOT to where the guilt is.
10. Tell the people whom you love that you love them, at every opportunity.
AND ALWAYS REMEMBER: Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath away.

"If we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all
sin" (1 John 1:7).
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