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Cannon Air Force Base, New Mexico – May 30, 2006 – “I am 
currently an active duty Air Force officer and fighter pilot stationed 
at Cannon Air Force Base, N.M., flying the F-16.” First Lieutenant 
Kenyatta H. Ruffin is a pilot in the 523rd Fighter Squadron, Crusad-
ers. The Crusaders fly the Block 30 F-16C+ and specialize in both 
air-to-air and precision air-to-ground employment. 
 
“The demands of my job are high, but I love every opportunity to 
encourage and mentor younger people regarding aviation. I would-
n’t be where I am now if it weren’t for volunteers such as those in 
the EAA Young Eagles that devote their time and effort to teach 
others about aviation.” On Sept. 27, 1998, Lt. Ruffin received his 
Young Eagles flight while part of the Civil Air Patrol. 

 

 

 

”Since I was a young child I have been interested in aviation. It 
began at the age of 5 after the Space Shuttle Challenger accident. 
At that time, I started to focus most of my efforts on becoming an 
astronaut. I read every book I could find on space exploration, 
attended Space Camp, and decided that my career path would 
involve being an Air Force fighter pilot. 

���������	�
�	�������	��������� 

In the summer of 1995, at the age of 14, I experienced my first ma-
jor step towards accomplishing my goals by soloing a glider in the 
Gary Flight Academy (GFA). For the next three years, GFA would 
continue to play a major part in my development as I earned my 
private pilot license in both single engine airplanes and gliders 
through their program. (The GFA was supported in large part by 
the Organization of Black Airline Pilot and the Tuskegee Airmen, 
Inc.).” 

 Excelling in math and science, Lt. Ruffin attended the Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy where he became involved in 
the Civil Air Patrol, student government, and other activities. He received his private pilot’s license at the age of 16 and his 
Certified Flight Instructor’s license (glider) at 18. 

Continue on page 7:  
Source:  EAA Young Eagles Article 
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HOTLINES 

 
CHAPTER HOTLINE: (312) 409-3624 

CHICAGO YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE: (312) 409-5621 
GARY YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE: (888) 235-9824 

               (888) 2FLY—TAI 
 

Note: Don’t forget to call the Young Eagles Hotline after  
7:30 a.m. on the morning of a flight for any cancellations.  

 
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National Office 

1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130 
Arlington, VA 22209 

(703) 522-8589 

 
Chicago DODO Chapter 

            Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.  ®  
 
 

Editorial Staff 
 

Please submit your articles or pictures to: 
 

 
Emmit Q. Hoosman 

20832 W. Barrington Court 
Plainfield, IL  60544 

ehoosman@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

Questions, comments or feedback on the Flight Plan 
please direct to: 

 
Emmit Q. Hoosman 

(312) 656-5940 
 
Please submit all material no later than the 14th of each 
month.  Articles will be accepted via fax, as well as via 
email or in other electronic form.  Pictures and other items 
can be mailed by the above deadline; also  preferred to 
receive in any digital format for better  quality printing.  
Typed or printed submissions are strongly preferred to 
handwritten ones. Submissions received  after the  14th of  
the  month will  be included in the following month’s issue 
unless otherwise indicated.    
  
 
PUBLISHER: 
 
Mr. Emmit Q. Hoosman 
 
 
 
EDITOR: 
 
Mrs. Carol MacCabe 
 
 
CONTRIBUTORS 
 
Mr. Vincent Saunders 
 
 
 
FEATURE WRITER & REPORTER 
 
Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez 
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E-Mail Column       
�
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UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS:  Flight Plan Publisher 
NEW EMAIL is ehoosman@sbcglobal.net 
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Hi Emmit.  For the next Flight Plan. 
 
"I would like to extend my personal, heartfelt  appreciation to Duane Hayden and Vince Saun-
ders for their inspiring graduation speeches given on June 16th to the 8th & 12th grade gradu-
ating classes at south Central Community School located at 83rd St and Ellis Ave.  The stu-
dents who received your words of wisdom are "at risk" youth who know what  it is to struggle 
to achieve.  I can only pray that the messages you delivered ("if you have courage, you can 
overcome adversity"), were received. 
 
Duane & Vince gave of their time and spoke eloquently as usual.  The Chicago DODO Chapter of 
TAI were well represented, again." 
 
Thank you. 
Judi Rapier 
School Nurse 
 
Major Hayden & Mr. Saunders: 
"On behalf of the students and staff of South Central Community Services, Inc.  elementary and 
high school programs, we wish to thank you for participating in our graduation ceremony. 
 
Your speeches meant a lot to the students, their parents and our staff. 
It is wonderful to have individuals like yourselves who are such positive role models for our 
youth today.  We will never forget the time you took out of your busy schedules to help make 
our graduation so special." 
 
Thank you again. 
Geneva B. Reynolds 
Special Education Director 
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Hi Mr. Publisher, 
 
I am a new member (perhaps the newest) member if the Chicago Dodo Chapter and an OTA, Twin Engine Class 45F.  I just received my first 
issue of “The Flight Plan” and I sat down to scan through it.  As it turned out, I read it cover to cover without putting it down.  I think you 
and your other staff members have put together a very fine  and interesting publication.  I’ll look forward to meeting you at the convention in 
Phoenix. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
“WILK” 
 
O. Lawton Wilkerson 
                
 
Mr. Wilkerson, 
 
Such kind words are always welcome.  I appreciate your interest and hope to continue to provide our chapter and others a publication that is 
full of historic memories and interesting events from the men and women that help pave the foundation of black aviation. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Emmit Hoosman 
TAI, Flight Plan Publisher 
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Tidbits 

By 
Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez 

 
Ribbon-Cutting Honors First Tuskegee Airmen.  On June 3, a bus 
transporting “"DODOs" left the Martin Temple church lot in Chi-
cago for Rantoul, IL.  The “DODOs” witnessed the ribbon-cutting 
of the project titled, “The 99th Pursuit Squadron from Rantoul to 
Ramitelli and Beyond.”  The project, or exhibit, is housed in a 
special room of the Octave Chanute Aerospace Museum.  Vera Thomp-
son, “DODO” Ladies Auxiliary member and widow of recently de-
ceased “DODO” Lt. Col. William (bill) R. Thompson, helped cut the 
ribbon to open the exhibit.  A number of the exhibit items had 
been donated by Bill, who was very instrumental in establishing 
the exhibit.  Bill was an Honorary Project Co-Chairperson, and 

the program book was dedicated to him. 
 
“DODOs” who came on the bus were Yola Moore along wither son, nephew, and his wife (the 
Mays), Bob Martin, Thomas Edwards, Julius Echols, Melvin Knazze, Glendoleon White, Carl Rob-
inson, Lavern Shelton, Welton Taylor, and Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez.  Melvin, the trip coordi-
nator, made sure there was an ample supply of pastries and juices on the bus. 
 
Later, “DODO” Ed Willett came in from Ohio; Ken Rapier flew in with wife Judi; Rufus Hunt 
flew with two youth and their father; Duane Hayden escorted Beverly Dunjill to the museum; 
and Vera Thompson was accompanied by her son, Kenny.  Tidbits was told that Emmit Hoosman 
was present, but did not see him. 
 
During the day, there were lectures, book signings, movies, a delicious luncheon, and vin-
tage aircraft on display.  In the gift shop were apparel and other items featuring the Tus-
kegee Airmen.  Lectures were focused on the Red Tail Project, P-51 Restoration, and early 
Tuskegee Air persons.  The two movies, “The Tuskegee Airmen Story,” and “Tuskegee Airmen,” 
were shown and discussed.  Rufus Hunt, Bob Martin, Welton Taylor, and other “DODOs” contrib-
uted to the discussions.   
 
Deceased “DODO” Harold Hurd, the Harlem Airport in the Chicago area, Willa Brown Coffey, and 
Robins, IL, as well as other places and people familiar to many older Chicagoans were in-
cluded in the movies, as many “DODOs” know. 
 
The “DODOs” were assisted by the museum volunteers, and cadets from Lincoln’s Challenge 
Academy were on duty.  Tidbits was told that the cadets were at the Academy as a corrective 
measure.  The cadets were very well behaved.  In late afternoon, the “DODOs” were asked to 
take group pictures with the cadets.  The cadet’s drill team performed at the dinner later 
on. 
 
In the evening, there was a social gathering before the dinner in part of the large hanger, 
where vintage aircraft is displayed.  A very good band of older males played during the re-
ception, and the Air National Guard Band of the Mid-West performed during the dance follow-
ing the dinner.  The museum Executive Director, Hal Loebach, gave remarks and the “Final 
Toast.”  Earlier, he tried hard to have Tidbits sit close to the speech platform.  Tidbits 
decided to stay at the table with some New Generation “DODOs,” but told Loebach she would 
mention his concern for her seating in the Flight Plan.   
 
Loebach gave Tidbits his card to make sure she spelled his name right.  A harpist played at 
the dinner.  The keynote speaker was Major General Lucius Theu, USAF (Ret) from Detroit, 
Michigan.  Tidbits remembered seeing him at Tuskegee Airmen National Conventions.  Ed 
Willett was surprised at the dinner with a birthday card which Ken Rapier had had “DODOs” at 
the home event sign.  When he was called up, the large dinner crowd sang “Happy Birthday” to 
him. 

Continue on page 7: 
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”July 1, 1999 was a day that changed my life forever as I embarked on my 
military career. I soon learned that the Academy is not about me at all and 
altered my goals by focusing on serving my country with excellence and 
honor. I made it my passion to develop into a leader with character, motiva-
tion, and competence.” Lt. Ruffin graduated from the United States Air 
Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo., where he earned a degree in 
Aeronautical Engineering with a minor in Military Strategic Studies. He was 
also vice president for his class, the Class of 2003. 
 
As a cadet, Lt. Ruffin was the cadet commander of the 94th Flight Training 
Squadron. He also advised the active duty officers on the operation of the 
squadron’s 20 gliders, “soar-for-all”, instructor upgrade, and advanced pro-
grams. He was qualified as a basic acrobatic, spin and stan/eval instructor 
pilot and has his Federal Aviation Administration Certified Flight Instructor 
and commercial licenses. 
 
“Although the possibility exists to be a career officer and astronaut, I have 
shifted my focus to officership and tactical aviation. I have wanted to fly the 
Viper (the unofficial, but more popular designation) since junior high and am 
simply overjoyed that this goal has come true.” Lt. Ruffin currently has over 
1200 total hours logged in civilian and military aircraft. 
 
“I believe that what I am doing now (tactical aviation) is the pinnacle of air-
manship and Young Eagles was the start to where I am.” With future goals 
set on being a superior officer and tactically proficient fighter pilot, Lt. Ruffin 
has a lot to look forward to. 

Continue from cover page: 

                
 
 
Continue from page 6: 
 
Cecelia Holland and Melvin Knazze were the post dinner “DODO” dancers, just before the 
“DODOs” who came on the bus were requested to board it for the ride back to Chicago, where 
we arrived after midnight, following the most enjoyable event. 
 
Condolences to Lonnie M. Chears and Sheila Chears Webber.  Terrance (Terry) Lonnie Webber 
was only 27 years old when his untimely death occurred.  That he and his family were well 
thought of was clear from the extremely large crowd of people, from children to elders, 
which overflowed Leak’s Funeral Home on June 23rd.  Terry was the grandson of “original” 
Tuskegee Airmen Anthony Webber and Lonnie’s daughter of the “DODO’s” Ladies Auxiliary.  
Terry’s mother, Sheila Chears Webber, is Lonnie’s daughter and, also, an auxiliary member.  
We know that they will always remember Terry and hope that happy memories of him will over 
shadow their sorrow.  Our prayers are certainly with Lonnie and Sheila. 
 
In Memory of “DODO” Richard Highbaugh.  In case you haven’t heard, Richard’s widow, 
Dolores Highbaugh, of the “DODO’s” Ladies Auxiliary would like for memorial contributions 
in Richard’s name to be given to the “DODO” Chapter scholarship fund (which is now called 
the Education Assistance Fund, to distinguish it from the National Scholarship Fund).  
Richard worked for many years on the local and national funds to help students secure an 
education. 
 
 
 
 
Flight Plan Publisher Note:  Emmit Q. Hoosman did fly himself in to pay tribute to Lt. 
Col. (Bill) Thompson event.  However, had to leave early to return his aircraft to Midway 
Airport due to a scheduling conflict. 
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                                Young Eagles Column 
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Beautiful weather on July 8th enabled us to join the Space Shuttle aloft and fly 61 Young Eagles.  37 of them arrived on the Chi-
cago bus.  2 youngsters came all the way from Atlanta and 3 others from Texas.  Rob Strickland repeated his Dan Williamson/ 
Volunteer Appreciation Day Cook-Out Bar-B-Q delight for the pilots: Butch Bejna, Rhonda Buss, Steve MacCabe, Pete Mur-
phy, Ken Rapier, Marvin Robinson, Russell Shavitz, and Dan Skoda.  Dick Tennerstedt's broken arm is healing and he will join 
us on August 5th.  Don't forget...the Tuskegee Airmen will be in the Bud Biliken Parade on the second Saturday of August so the 
Young Eagles rally will be on the first Saturday of August.  The airport cafe was open to serve anyone who came.  Judi Rapier 
made cookie bars and banana muffins (Mike Hill's recipe) to start the morning for the volunteers: Bev Dunjill (who is recovering 
from knee surgery!?!), Alcus Cromartie, Vic Croswell, Oscar Griffith, Duane Hayden, Mike Hill, Clarence Holland, Rufus Hunt, 
Julius Jackson, Moses Jones, Hilton Joseph, Carol MacCabe, Bob Martin, Bob Mullins, Keith Renfroe, LaVerne Shelton, Rob 
Strickland, Karon Thompson, Barbara Werner, Ernie Williams, Dan Williamson, and Paul Wilson.  A good time was had by 
all.  We hope you can join us on August 5th.   

 
 
Happy Flyin'! 
 
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot 
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program     
�

	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP LOOKING FOR SUPPORT 
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American fighter pilots, recently received the group's second congressional recognition. 
With the conclusion of Black History Month, the group knows full well that its veterans are dwindling in numbers. Hoping that the 
legacy will not die with them, the nonprofit Tuskegee Airmen Inc. is looking for dedicated people to join the organization and 
carry out its mission of inspiring young people to achieve goals and take on leadership roles in society.  
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ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY 
Tuskegee Training Fueled Air Force Career 
 
By Megan Greenwell 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Friday, July 14, 2006; Page B03 
 
Lt. Col. James V. Kennedy, a Tuskegee Air-
man who went on to become a career Air 
Force officer, was honored at Arlington 
National Cemetery yesterday for 30 years 
of service to his country. 
 
Kennedy, 84, who died May 1 at the Knoll-
wood military retirement home in Northwest 
Washington of complications from pneumo-
nia, became a pilot through the program at 
Tuskegee Army Air Field, which trained African American men to serve in combat units during 
World War II. Although he did not see combat during that war, he returned to a newly inte-
grated military and flew combat missions in the Korean and Vietnam wars. 
 
"He knew it had been said that blacks didn't have the courage or the intelligence to fly," 
said Kennedy's daughter Royal Kennedy Rodgers of Northwest Washington, who said her earliest 
recollections of her "Papa" 
were of him in uniform. "He was always interested in flying, and that 
was the only opportunity he had."   Kennedy had no patience for 
segregation, his four children said, and at one point he was arrested when he refused to leave 
a whites-only Air Force officers club. 
 
"Jim was a member of what is now called 'the Greatest Generation,' but his greatness was 
earned not only on the battlefields abroad, but also on the battlefields at home," his son-in-
law Johnathan Rodgers said during a service at Post Memorial Chapel on the cemetery grounds, 
after which Kennedy was buried. 
 
When Congress ruled that the U.S. Army Air Corps must form an all-black flight combat unit in 
1941, the War Department deliberately set standards officials believed that many blacks would 
be unable to meet. 
Hundreds of black men passed the test, however, and were sent to Tuskegee, Ala., the site of 
the institute first led by Booker T. 
Washington. Over the next few years, about 1,000 men were trained for combat in the 99th 
Fighter Squadron, the only unit in which black men could fly in combat. 
 
By the time Kennedy graduated from Tuskegee in 1945, the war was over, so he returned to his 
home town of Chicago to enjoy civilian life as a newly married man. Within a few years, how-
ever, Kennedy was recalled to active duty in Korea shortly after President Harry S. Truman of-
ficially integrated all branches of the armed forces. 
 
Returning to the United States after missions in Korea, Kennedy decided he would spend the 
rest of his career as an Air Force officer. He received bachelor's and master's degrees in 
electrical engineering from the Air Force Institute of Technology in Ohio and was assigned to 
the Aero-Space Medical Laboratory, where he worked with NASA's first astronauts on the Apollo 
space program. 
 
In 1965, Kennedy returned to the cockpit to fly in Vietnam. He was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for "heroism or extraordinary achievement while participating in an aerial 
flight" but kept the news quiet.  "I did not know until a few years ago that he had received 
the award," said his daughter Shawn, Royal's twin sister, who lives in the District and New 
Orleans. She said she still doesn't know the story of what led to the award. "Even then, it 
was a family friend who told me about it, not him. He didn't talk about the ugly side of war." 
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What he did talk at length about, his family said, were the op-
portunities he had to see the world. While training in France, 
he took frequent weekend trips to Paris, and the entire Kennedy 
family lived in Japan before the Vietnam War. Kennedy espe-
cially loved going to jazz clubs, plays and other cultural 
events, his children recalled. 
Kennedy's work provided special experiences for his children, 
who lived on Air Force bases around the world.  "We would go 
over and get in the planes and play with them," Royal Kennedy 
Rodgers said. "Then, once a year, they had Air Force Day, and 
they would open the base to the public. We couldn't get over 
why people wanted to come and see this humdrum base." 
 

When he retired from the Air Force in 1972, Kennedy continued to see the world, but this 
time from a boat. He built a 46-foot sailboat by himself and set out on voyages along the 
California coast and through the Panama Canal to the Caribbean.  "The day that boat launched 
was probably one of the happiest days of his life," Johnathan Rodgers said. 
 
Kennedy moved to the District from Goleta, Calif., after his wife of 57 years, Shirley, died 
in 2003. He spent almost every weekend with his daughters and grandchildren. He also had two 
sons, Kevin and Colin. 
 
"They had good lives," Shawn Kennedy said. "They did everything they wanted to do." 
 
(See attached file: Burial Flag Presented To Family of Lt Col 
Kennedy.JPG) 
Lt. Col. James V. Kennedy's family receives burial flag from Curtis Linge of the Air Force. 
By Marvin Joseph -- The Washington Post) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Yola Moore met this nice couple while at the 99th Pursuit Squadron honor at Octave Chanute 
Air museum.  June 3rd, 2006.   
 
Submitted by Yola Moore: 
 

Continue on page 11: 
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