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“Checking Six” from the Cockpit of an F-16

By: 2Lt Kenyatta H. Ruffin, USAFA ‘03

The Tuskegee Airmen “experiment” began in July, 1941 when the first class of cadets began training at Tuskegee Army Air Field in Alabama. Less than one year later, General Lloyd “Fig” Newton was born in June,
1942 in South Carolina. The “Red Tailed Angels” first combat missions were flown in February, 1944. In
June 1966, Colonel Fredrick Gregory flew his first combat mission in Vietnam. Finally, in July 1948, the
military was “officially” desegregated when President Truman signed Executive Order Number 9981. And
finally, as a result of these events and through the blood, sweat and tears of these men, on April 25, 2005 I
passed my initial qualification checkride and became an official F-16 Viper pilot.
As we all know, the Tuskegee Airmen “experiment” was a huge success and directly contributed to General
Newton becoming the first African-American to be a member of the USAF Thunderbirds and Colonel Gregory to be the first African-American to command the space shuttle… and me? Only God knows what the
future has in store, but I can certainly say that whatever success I may have and whatever achievements I
have already attained, I owe my unending gratitude and appreciation to the Tuskegee Airmen.
The brave men and women of the Tuskegee Airmen endured the hardships and overcame the obstacles they
did to pave the way for you and for me. They were denied entrance into the officer’s club, even though they
were commissioned United States Military Officers. They were forced to train well above and beyond the
standards in place for the “regular” military. Although their success was undeniable, their recognition was
often officially absent or “lost” as was the case at the 1949 National Fighter Gunnery Meet at Nellis AFB,
NV.

Continue on page 4….

Editors Note:
Submitted by: Ken Rapier. Here is an article about the Tuskegee Airmen written for the Air Force Academy'
s Annual "Tuskegee Airmen
Weekend To Remember" by Kenyatta Ruffin, one of our Gary Flight Academy cadets who is now an Air Force Academy Graduate and F-16
viper "fighting falcon" fighter pilot
Regarding Kenyatta’s article; There were Tuskegee military personnel who first began training in March of 1941 in Technical capacities.
There were six cadets and some 300 enlisted men that started this training at Chanute Field in Rantoul, Illinois. General Hornburg’s remarks
were made in 2003.
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HOTLINES
CHAPTER HOTLINE: (312) 409-3624
CHICAGO YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE: (312) 409-5621
GARY YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE: (888) 235-9824
(888) 2FLY—TAI
Note: Don’t forget to call the Young Eagles Hotline after
7:30 a.m. on the morning of a flight for any cancellations.
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National Office
1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130
Arlington, VA 22209
(703) 522-8589
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Tuskegee Airman Lawrence Clark is a resident at
the Chevy Chase Nursing and Rehab Center,
3400 So. Indiana, Room 305 in Chicago.
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Constantly I am reminded of the legacy that we now stand upon. I think of the great men that have gone before me
and am humbled. Lee Archer, Charles Williams, Buck Newsum, John Mosley, Roy Chappell, and Chappie James.
“Competence, courage, commitment, and capacity” certainly do describe these men. It is their “integrity, service,
and excellence” that inspires me every day.
Everyone in the Tuskegee Airmen – pilots, instructors, mechanics, and supply officers alike – all paved the way for
integration of the military and have truly set an example for us to follow. Let us not be slow, blind, or discouraged
in keeping their legacy alive. They “accepted the challenge,” served their country with distinction, and set the standard. Now, we not only owe them our admiration, we owe them the same commitment to duty that they showed.
NASA astronaut Colonel Yvonne Cagle said it best, “Are you ready to put your best to the test?”
Excerpts from the Tuskegee Airmen Induction Ceremony - speech given by Gen Hal Hornburg (some reasons
why we need to either become a part of or continue being a part of the Tuskegee Airmen and other minority-empowering groups like WLC Alumni etc..)
Not Enough Black Aviators
•
The challenge we face in the Air Force right now is we don'
t have enough black aviators ...
•
Last month at the 32nd Annual Tuskegee Airmen Conference, General Lester Lyles addressed this same
issue
•
I agree with his concerns
•
In WWII we trained 992 pilots at Tuskegee, 450 of whom were sent overseas for combat assignment
•
Today we have only 490 black aviators in our Air Force ... only about 2.5 percent of total Air Force aviators ... not enough, because we'
re a better organization if we have sharp people from many backgrounds
•
When I was Commander of A-E-T-C a couple of years ago, briefed this same topic at CORONA ... and it is
still a challenge we continue to work today
•
The Tuskegee Airmen help with this challenge ... strong local chapters with strong outreach programs can
and do make a difference
•
Though they may not realize it, the young men and women that get to meet and be mentored by some of the
original Tuskegee Airmen are lucky
•
It is not very often that we get to interact directly with those that made history
•
Just think if we could talk to some of our leaders from the Revolutionary War ...
•
Meeting and talking to an original Tuskegee Airmen is on that level ... In a few decades, there won'
t be any
original Tuskegee Airmen alive ...
•
We need to take advantage of these opportunities when we can ... and encourage participation in their chapters and programs
•
The Tuskegee Airmen mentor, lead and coach young men and women into our Air Force ... and not just all
black men and women either
•
It is our job to carry the torch and develop them into long term successes
•
The Tuskegee Airmen did it by example ... and now they motivate with just their presence
Annual Conference
•
At their 32nd Annual convention last month in Denver the Tuskegee Airmen focused on a couple of important issues
•
Moving ahead to the future
•
Establishing a national youth program to inspire, motivate and assist minority youth towards military, aviation
and aerospace careers
•
I'
m excited to know there are independent organizations like the Tuskegee Airmen doing so much for our Air
Force
•
You probably didn'
t know that since 1978, the Tuskegee Airmen have awarded over 1.7 million dollars[1] in
scholarships. ... that'
s a lot of education
•
Our Air Force has similar goals of looking ahead to the future and cultivating our youth
•
I'
m proud to now be a part the Tuskegee Airmen because of these shared goals
•
I will continue the fight as long as I wear this uniform to support our Air Force and the diverse airmen that
make it the world'
s best
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June 2, 1943 - The 99th Pursuit Squadron (Tuskegee Airmen), the first African
American Army Air Corps unit, flies its first combat mission in the Mediterranean, strafing enemy positions on the Italian island of Pantelleria.
June 3, 1904 - Charles R. Drew, creator of the plasma method of blood preservation, is born in Washington, DC. He will receive the NAACP's Spingarn
Medal for his contributions in 1944 and, in 1981, be posthumously honored by
the U.S. Postal Service with a commemorative stamp. He will join the ancestors on April 1, 1950.
June 3, 1906 - Freda McDonald is born in St. Louis, Missouri. She will become a singer and entertainer known as Josephine Baker. A chorus girl in
the 1923 musical "Shuffle Along," she will travel to Paris, introduce "le
jazz hot" in the show "La Revue Negre," and will cause a sensation with the
Folies Bergeres when she performs topless on a mirror, wearing a rubber banana skirt. A World War II Red Cross volunteer, Baker will perform for the
Allied troops and in the 1950's she will tour the U.S., fighting for desegregated theaters and restaurants. She will join the ancestors in 1975.
June 5, 1920 - Marion Motley is born in Leesburg, Georgia. He will become a
NFL running back and all-time AAFC rusher for the Cleveland
Browns, ending his career with the Pittsburgh Steelers.
He will enter
the NFL in 1946, making him one of only four African Americans to desegregate the NFL in the modern era. One of the largest running backs of his era,
Motley will rush for 4,720 yards in his career and average an astounding 5.7
yards per carry, the highest in pro football history. He will also be selected to the first Pro Bowl in 1951. He will be enshrined in the NFL Hall
of Fame in 1968. He will join the ancestors in Cleveland, Ohio on June 27,
1999.
June 7, 1987 - Mae Jemison, becomes the first African American woman astronaut. Jemison entered Stanford University as a 16-year-old National Achievement Scholarship student.
Supermarket of Veterans Benefits on July 9 Navy Pier, 600 East Grand Ave.
Chicago, IL
The Supermarket of Veterans Benefits will offer those who have served their
country free health screenings, employment assistance, educational opportunities, small business assistance, Credit and Debt Relief Assistance, VA Benefits Information and Claims Initiation and Legal Services. For more information, please call (877) 359-2294. Or, visit the event website at http://
www.veteransbenefits.us
Admission: Free
Hours: 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Location: Festival Hall A
Submitted by: Vince Saunders
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Dear TAI Members and Friends:
The following information is shared in hopes of clearing up any lingering confusion about the Rosen Centre Hotel. As of this day, May 7, 2005, we currently have only filled a little less than half of the number of rooms
blocked for our convention nights, Aug 15-19. Please be mindful that our Awards Banquet will be held on Friday evening, Aug 19th this year. This is one day earlier than normal. Therefore, we did not block any rooms for
Saturday night Aug 20.
Another military group has signed a contract with the Rosen Centre Hotel and has booked all of their available
rooms for Saturday night Aug 20. This is causing confusion for some of our folk who have called and tried to
reserve rooms through the weekend as ususally done in the past. However, this time they are being told, "There
is no room in the Inn on Saturday Aug 20." But that should be ok since our Awards Banquet is set for Friday
Aug 19.
You should be aware that there is a sister property a few blocks down the street named the Rosen Plaza Hotel.
Can you believe it? That hotel is hosting a Tuskegee University reunion at almost the same time as our convention. So please be aware of the possible confusion.
Remember, our convention is being held at the newer Rosen Centre Hotel at the special room rate of $69 +
taxes.
It is important also to remember that the cut off date is June 25. Afterwards, you can expect to pay quite a lot
more. Please, please, please do not wait until it is too late to get the $69 rate. If you have not done so already, just
take a minute and call to make your reservations at 1-800-800-9840. Ask for the Tuskegee Airmen Convention
special room rate of $69.00.
Next, please fill out your TAI Convention Registration form and mail or fax it per instructions on the form. All
of the information and forms are available on our web site at www.taiconvention.com. Remember, the Early
Bird rate deadline is May 10, 2005. It really helps us to serve you better the earlier you send in your registrations.
The members of your Convention Planning/Organization committee along with members of the GEN Daniel
"Chappie" James Chapter are all striving to make this a very memorable event. Your support through early
registration will help ensure we have adequate space, materials, transportation, etc., to accomodate your needs.
Do not delay, sign up today!
Forgive me for being so windy, but it is important to clear up any confusion and ask for your support.
Looking forward to seeing you in "Paradise" (Orlando)!
Sincerely,
COL(Ret) T. Len Nevels
TAI Convention-Chair
816-220-9590
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1-800-315-0286 (Cumberland Inn)
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Aaron Rodgers

Our 2005 Tuskegee Airmen Scholarship Foundation Finalist
The National Tuskegee Airmen Scholarship Foundation announced in May the 2005 scholarship finalists
from 24 chapters. The Educational Assistance Program (EAP) Committee is pleased that Aaron Rodgers,
senior at Hyde Park Academy and winner of the 2005 Dr. Andrew S. Perez Aviation Award, has been selected to receive a $1,500 scholarship. The EAP is also pleased that Clarissa Sepulveda, Bogan Technical
High School, has been selected as the first alternate.

The EAP Committee met Aaron and Clarissa last February at the Chicago Public Schools College Scholarship
Fair. Both are outstanding students whose powerful essays described the historical and political impact of the
WWII Tuskegee Airmen. Aaron and Clarissa are uniquely determined to achieve academically while giving
back to their communities. The EAP Committee thanks the National Selection Committee for their hard work
and commitment to America’s talented high school seniors.

Submitted by: Debra Rice
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Some of the “DODO” Chapter originals pose at April 2005 chapter meeting

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.
P.O. Box 19063
Chicago, IL 60619-0063

