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Carrying on the legend and teaching young people about the opportunities in aviation.

Chicago Celebrates Astronaut Higginbotham's Homecoming
HOUSTON -- NASA astronaut Joan E. Higginbotham returns home to Chicago May 21-26 to celebrate the completion of her first spaceflight. Higginbotham will take part in several community events during her week-long visit.
Lt. Governor Pat Quinn will officially declare Wednesday,
May 23, Joan Higginbotham Day and present her with an official proclamation at the Adler Planetarium's historic Sky Theatre at 2 p.m. Immediately following the presentation,
Higginbotham will share her experiences as an astronaut with
250 students. She will show a video and discuss her recent mission to the International Space Station. The event is open to
media.
At 7 p.m., Higginbotham will receive the distinguished 2007
Women in Space Science Award during a reception at the
Adler Planetarium & Astronomy Museum. After accepting the
award, Higginbotham will deliver a keynote address about her
experiences as an astronaut.
Higginbotham, a Whitney M. Young Magnet High School
graduate, will visit her alma mater on Thursday, May 24, at 8
a.m. She will present the school with a banner she carried into
space. During the school assembly, Alderman Edward Burke
will present Higginbotham with an official resolution from City
Council highlighting her achievements. The Chicago Public
Schools board president and chief executive also are scheduled
to speak. Higginbotham will be available for media interviews
after the school assembly.
The DuSable Museum will host a reception for Higginbotham
Friday, May 25, at 9 a.m. There, Higginbotham will return
aviation pioneer Bessie Coleman's pilots' license to the museum. Higginbotham borrowed the license as one of her personal mementos to carry into space.
This week marks Higginbotham's first extended visit to Chicago since her 13-day mission to the International Space Station to rearrange the
complex's power and cooling systems. Higginbotham operated the station's robotic arm during the December 2006 spaceflight.
Higginbotham received a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. She also has
two master's degrees from the Florida Institute of Technology. Before her selection as an astronaut in 1996, Higginbotham spent nine years
working at NASA's Kennedy Space Center, Fla., overseeing various stages of shuttle launch preparation.
Source: REDORBIT
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CALENDAR OF

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

June 9th
@ 9:00am
Young Eagles
Gary-Chicago Airport

June 16th
10:00AM
JuneTeenth Parade
79th & South Chicago

***
June 12th
6:30PM - 8:30PM
TAI Director Meeting

***

Lawn Sprinkler Patented By
J.H. Smith
May 4th, 1897

Robert Smalls
Captured Confederate Ship
“The Planter”
May 13th, 1862

June 17th
Fathers Day (U.S.)

****

****

***

Civil Rights Act
May 6th, 1960

U.S. Supreme Court Outlaws
School Segregation in Brown
vs. Board of Education
May 17th, 1954

8134 S. Stony Island
***
June 14th
Flag Day (U.S.)

June 19th
6:30PM - 8:30PM
Chapter Meeting

8134 S. Stony Island

***
All General Meetings will
be held at the New Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

****
A. Phillip Randolph
Organizes The Brotherhood
of Sleeping Car Porters
May 8th, 1926

****
Germans Surrender
VE Day in Europe
May 8th, 1945

HOTLINES
CHAPTER HOTLINE:
(312) 409-3624
CHICAGO YOUNG EAGLES
HOTLINE: (312) 409-5621
GARY YOUNG EAGLES
HOTLINE: (888) 235-9824
(888) 2FLY—TAI
Note: Don’t forget to call the
Young Eagles Hotline after
7:30 a.m. on the morning of a
flight for any cancellations.
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National
Office
1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130
Arlington, VA 22209
(703) 522-8589

****
Ex-Slave, Sgt. William H.
Carney
Earned Medal of Honor
May 22, 1863

****
Michael Howard
Attended West Point Academy
May 27th, 1870

Note:
Officers Installed:
Bev Dunjill – President
Kenneth Rapier - 1st Vice
President
Maj. Duane Hayden - 2nd Vice
President
Camile Chappell - Recording
Secretary
TBA - Corresponding Secretary
Vincent Saunders, III Treasurer
Moses Jones - Assistant
Treasurer
Judge Earl Strayhorn Parliamentarian
Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez Historian
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E-Mail Column
Flight Plan Publisher EMAIL is ehoosman@sbcglobal.net

Please join us for the International Young Eagles Day rally to be held at the Gary-Chicago International Airport (GYY) on Saturday, June
9, 2007. Refreshments will be provided for all pilots and volunteers. We will operate out of the Tuskegee Airmen Headquarters located
next to Gate 4. The pilot briefing will be at 8:30 a.m. with flights beginning at 9:00 a.m. Aircraft parking will be West of Gate 4. Call
the hotline after 7:00 a.m. on the morning of the rally to check flight status. In Illinois call: 312-409-5621. In Indiana call toll free: 888235-9824; press 3 to access the flight status mailbox. We look forward to seeing you at the Gary Airport.
Happy Flyin'!
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program

Rebecca Blake <rblake@eaa.org> wrote:

D e a r A i r V e n t u r e 2 0 0 7 I n d o o r E xh i b i t o r ' s :
O n c e a g a i n E A A wi l l b e p r o v i d i n g c o m p l i me n t a r y W i F i I n t e r n e t A c c e s s t o a l l c o mpani es parti ci pati ng i n an i ndoor booth l ocated i n Hangars, A, B, C and D.
WiFi Internet Access

What You Will Need
A WiFi 802.11b enabled computer.
Configuration
Your TCP/IP network settings must be set to “automatically obtain an IP address.”
Setup
Open your internet browser (Internet Explorer, Netscape, etc) and follow the instructions for access.
Cost
N O C H A R G E f o r t i me p e r i o d o f 7 / 1 9 / 2 0 0 7 t h r o u g h 7 / 2 9 / 2 0 0 7 .
Regards,
Rebecca A. Blake
Exhibit Coordinator
Join EAA or renew your membership on-line at http://www.eaa.org/memberbenefits.html , or call 1-800-JOIN-EAA
Mark your 2007 calendar for the World's Greatest Aviation Celebration ...EAA AirVenture Oshkosh
Visit our Young Eagles Website at http://www.youngeagles.org

“ATTENTION”

“ALL HERITAGE & NEW GENERATIONS TUSKEGEE AIRMEN”
WE NEED YOUR HELP FOR THE UPCOMING JUNETEENTH PARADE ON JUNE 16TH

PLEASE CONTACT MICHAEL HILL FOR DETAILS AT mmh108@sbcglobal.net
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Hello,
My name is Susan E. Morgan, daughter of Dr. William B. Morgan, Flight Officer, T 70 422 (deceased), a Tuskegee Airman. My father
passed away on 12/30/06, and my mother passed away in 2002. I am the family member left who would be able to receive this award for
my father. What would I need to provide to you in order to receive this CGM replica in his name?
My father was a member of the Chicago DODO Chapter of the Tuskegee Airman. Since his passing, his membership has expired. His mail
is forwarded to my address, and the last newsletter I received from the Chapter had your email address in the "E-Mail Column". Please let
me know if/how we might be able to receive a CGM replica in his name for the family.
Thank you,
Susan E. Morgan, daughter of Dr. Wm. B. Morgan
4031 Kings Road
Excelsior, MN 55331
952-474-7365
sue7365@aol.com

Source: Judge Willie M. Whiting, Retired and cousin of Ira and Lou
Continue on page: 6
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Young Eagles Column

Ahhh, the beauty of a sunny spring day. That was the treat in store for the 62 youngsters that took flight today, Saturday, May 12, 2007. The
enjoyment of barbequed chicken, grilled to perfection by Rob Strickland. That was the treat in store for the Young Eagles volunteers. I can't
even tell you who they were because we didn't have time to make a list of volunteers. Without the assistance of the volunteers this rally
would have been impossible to complete. Thank you to all of the volunteers that helped our three pilots, Butch Bejna, Scott Taylor and Ken
Rapier fly the 7 youngsters that came on the Chicago bus, the 17 Calumet Sea Cadets, the Boy Scout Troop from St. Timothy and countless
other individual youngsters brought by their parents. Let it suffice to say that it was a busy day but once again, Mission Accomplished. The
next Young Eagles rally is International Young Eagles Day, June 9, 2007. Mark you calendar and plan to join us for the rally and Young
Eagles. There are a few dates to make special note of for June, July and August.
June: Young Eagles rally on the 9th, JuneTeenth Parade on the 16th.
July: Young Eagles rally on the 7th...Gary Airshow on the 14th and 15th.
August: Young Eagles rally on the 4th...Bud Biliken parade on the 11th.
Please note that the July and August rallies are on the first Saturday.
Happy Flyin'!
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP LOOKING FOR SUPPORT
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American fighter pilots, recently received the group's second congressional
recognition. With the conclusion of Black History Month, the group knows full well that its veterans are dwindling in
numbers. Hoping that the legacy will not die with them, the nonprofit Tuskegee Airmen Inc. is looking for dedicated
people to join the organization and carry out its mission of inspiring young people to achieve goals and take on leadership roles in society.

Airlines Back In the Black
The world's airline industry, back in the black for the first time since 1978, is expected to reap a collective net profit of about $800 million
this year, the International Air Transport Association's retiring chief executive said. In his farewell year-end message, the association's Director General, Knut Hammarskjold, said Friday that the association's 134 member airlines could also expect positive results in1985 and 1986,
''assuming the economic recovery is sustained.'' Mr. Hammarskjold said substantially better financial performances were needed by member
airlines faced with expenses that he estimated might total as much as $200 billion over the next 10 years to buy new equipment and cope with
world traffic growth. Mr. Hammarskjold will be succeeded by Gunter Eser, an executive with Lufthansa, the West German flag airline.
The association, which has its he Headquarters here, tries to regulate international air competition and fares. Not all airlines belong, and nonmembers, particularly discounters, maintain they are not bound by the association's fare agreements.

Source: New York Times 6/4/07
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A SPECIAL NOTE FROM OUR PUBLISHER

In order for us to enhance on our monthly TAI Flight Plan. I would
appreciate your ideas, submission of articles and comments to help
improve our chapter’s Tuskegee Airmen Flight Plan. We appreciate
your cooperation.
Please submit all items to be considered to:
Emmit Q. Hoosman
TAI Flight Plan Publisher
ehoosman@sbcglobal.net

~ AOPA Close to Home ~
ILLINOIS TAX INCENTIVE GOOD FOR OUT-OF-STATE AIRCRAFT OWNERS
AOPA is supporting an Illinois bill that would give out-of-state aircraft owners an incentive to do business in the state.
Senate Bill 455 would provide a tax exemption on aircraft that are bought in the state but will be based and registered in
another state. The aircraft must leave the state within 15 days of the final billing for purchase, and the owner must provide the state department of transportation's division of aeronautics with a signed and dated certificate that verifies the
aircraft is not based in Illinois. It also would provide an exemption for aircraft temporarily located in the state for a prepurchase evaluation or post-sale customization. "By its nature, aviation does not recognize state lines," wrote Greg Pecoraro, AOPA vice president of regional affairs, in a letter to the state Senate Revenue Committee. "Aircraft owners living close to border states with more favorable tax environments will choose to purchase their aircraft in those states."
AOPA pointed out that the bill would create more aircraft sales in the state, which would in turn produce more jobs and

~ AOPA Close to Home ~
ILLINOIS AIRPORT FUND WOULD FINANCE IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
Illinois legislators have proposed to create an airport improvement fund. The fund would allow the state department of
transportation to allocate grant money to airport authorities for airport improvements that are not eligible for federal
funding. "We're very pleased that Illinois legislators are showing such strong interest in maintaining the state's airports,"
said Greg Pecoraro, AOPA vice president of regional affairs.

Vote to close crosswind runway crosses AOPA, pilots Chicago Executive Airport's board of directors voted Wednesday night to begin the process to close the field's crosswind runway, 6/24. But news that the board was
considering such a move only reached local pilots and AOPA shortly before the meeting. AOPA quickly sent
a letter before the meeting opposing the proposal, and local pilots attended the meeting to express their
opposition. "We are extremely disappointed by the board's vote to begin the closure process," said Bill
Dunn, AOPA vice president of airports. "This resolution did not receive a fair public hearing of the pros and
cons, or the need to maintain this runway. This decision comes at the expense of those aircraft operators
who need this runway most-- single-engine piston operators." The crosswind runway is often used in the
summer because the winds are typically from the southwest. Just months ago, AOPA President Phil Boyer,
at the invitation of this board, traveled to the airport, formerly called Palwaukee Municipal, to talk to board
members and city officials about the importance of general aviation airports. "Not a mention from the
board came up during that meeting that they were considering this," Dunn said. "We're going fight this
runway closure because once a runway is closed, it won't be reopened."

Source: AOPAePilot
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Tidbits
Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez
Congressional Gold Medals. Although it turns out that there is only one Congressional Gold Medal for the totality of the original Tuskegee Airmen, the bronze medal available for each original Tuskegee Airman looks very
impressive. Thanks to Joan Taylor, tidbits looks forward to receiving one, since it has been announced that widows of deceased original Tuskegee Airmen are to also each receive a medal.
A Caucasian male that tidbits worked with about 35 years ago wrote and asked for information about the Tuskegee Airmen. On two occasions, tidbits sent him information consisting of printed materials. A Caucasian female, who was a fellow member of Andrew Perez in the Chicago Astronomical Society and who attended Andrew’s wake, called to say
that tidbits should be given a medal since Andrew had been a Tuskegee Airman. The lady said she was going to write to Washington,
D.C. to say that Andrew should be given one posthumously. Tidbits told her that maybe the medals were for only the airmen who served
overseas. But then “DODO Joan Taylor called tidbits to say that all Tuskegee Airmen widows were to receive medals. This was confirmed by the Central Region Chairman, Robert Rose, in the April, 2007 Flight Plan.
Spring Fling 2007. In 2006, two of tidbits table guest won raffle prizes, a large umbrella and a table lamp. This year tidbits, herself, won
a raffle prize of a CD containing songs of one of the vocal artists who performed in person. Duane Hayden, and I thinks his cute little
son, helped Ken Rapier conduct the raffle.
There were three vocal artists, in addition to those who sang as members of the instrumental group assembled by “DODO” Albert Anderson. Once again the band was “out of sight.” Tidbits was fascinated by the high level of energy displayed by each instrumentalist, especially the trumpeter who was in constant motion with his entire body while playing.
The food was enjoyed by all at tidbits table although one remarked that the rolls were not hot. The “surprise” dessert was ice cream.
Three guest told tidbits over the phone how much they enjoyed Spring Fling 2007. One said she felt so honored to be there and was very
impressed at the Lonely Eagles ceremony, which Vince Saunders conducted. This was a “first” for the “DODO’s, although it is annually
conducted at the National Tuskegee Airmen Convention. Tidbits was impressed that Vince was wearing his full military uniform.
A highlight of the evening was the assembling of the original Tuskegee Airmen present at the front of the room. As at the 2006 Spring
Fling, many flashlights were popping in front of the seated originals. One of tidbits guest, as well as some others present, took close aim
of the Congressional medal, in its encasement, which one original held out in his hand. Lucy Chappell’s sister, a retired military colonel,
joined the originals assembled at the front.
There was a silent auction, which Ken Rapier frequently advertised during the evening. Hopefully, his reminders resulted in great action
sales. A table of pasta hors d’ouevres fronted the auction items. The dancers had plenty of time to “do their thing.”
Tidbits enjoyed Spring Fling. She had not attended a social outing since her accident last October, although she is still recuperating. She
has decided to miss the National Convention for the first time in years. But she hopes that someone who does attend will write up the
convention news for the Flight Plan.

Military Humor

Forced landing near airfield
The student in his primary trainer was flying a solo cross-country. He lost his way and before he finally ran out
of fuel he decided to put it down on a road. With hardly any cars on the road he managed to coast his aircraft
into a gas station and said to the attendant, "Fill 'er up!"
The attendant just looked at the pilot.
"I bet you don't get too many airplanes asking for a refuel," said the pilot.
The attendant replied: "True, most pilots use that airport over there."
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Source: Aviation Humor.com

Continue from cover page:

Image above: Mission Specialist Joan Higginbotham is helmeted and ready to
practice driving the M-113 armored personnel carrier. Photo credit: NASA/Kim

Image above: The STS-116 crew members gather for a
group portrait in the Destiny laboratory of the International
Space Station. From the left (front row) are astronauts Bill
Oefelein, pilot; Joan Higginbotham, Nicholas Patrick and
European Space Agency (ESA) astronaut Thomas Reiter,
mission specialists. From the left (back row) are astronauts Mark Polansky, commander; Sunita Williams, Expedition 14 flight engineer; ESA astronaut Christer Fuglesang and Robert Curbeam, mission specialists. Photo
credit: NASA

JSC2003-00686 (January 2003) --- Astronaut Joan E.
Higginbotham, STS-116 mission specialist, takes a break
from training to pose for a portrait with a NASA T-38
trainer jet at Ellington Field near Johnson Space Center.
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ATC

The radio conversations between pilots and air traffic controllers can create quite a bit of laughing,
confusion and misunderstanding.

Source:
Aviation Humor.com
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