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In HONOR and Memory of

LeRoy Honer

First Officer, United Airlines
Flight 93
August 27, 1965 - September 11, 2001
"So long as we live,
they too shall live,
for they are now a part of us,
as we remember them"
a sacred prayer

LeRoy developed his love of airplanes at a very young age. As a little
boy he would go with his dad to watch airplanes taking off and landing. By the time he was sixteen he was licensed to fly small planes.
LeRoy graduated from the Air Force academy class of 1987, 31st
Squadron. LeRoy served his country as a captain in the Air Force,
flying the C-141 Starlifter, and was a Veteran of Desert Storm.
LeRoy married Melodie Thorpe on May 24, 1998 in Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada. From that union, their daughter Laurel Nicole was born
October 25, 2000.
LeRoy was known for his kind, caring disposition. He was the type of
person that truly listened when you spoke. He was an exceptional
individual with a wonderful sense of humor.
LeRoy is survived by his wife Melodie, daughter Laurel, mother Ilse,
brother Thomas-Freimark Sr., sisters Marilyn Johnson, Germaine Wilson, Theresa Cooke-Poche Ramirez, Cheryl Homer-Wilson, Monique
Homer, Christine (Kiki) Homer and Michelle Homer, as well as his
mother and father-in-law, brothers-in-law, nieces, nephews and cousins.
An Education Fund has been set up for LeRoy’s Daughter.
Contributions can be sent to:
The LeRoy Homer Fund
c/o Commerce Bank
336 Route 70 East
Marlton, NJ 08053
Continue on page 5:
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May 28th
Noon
Memorial Day Parade
On State Street; Wacker
Drive
to Congress

June 20th
6:30PM - 8:30PM
Chapter Meeting
Gary-Chicago Airport

***
June 13th
TAI Directors Meeting
Gary-Chicago Airport
***
June 18th
10:00AM
JuneTeenth Parade
79th & South Chicago
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E-Mail Column

Summer Flight Academy
If you know any youngster interested in aviation please direct them to www.obap.org and click on the link to the Summer Flight Academy. There are still slots available and it will only cost $200. The program is worth at least ten times that amount. Included will be
food, lodging and two weeks worth of flying at Deleware State University. This is an excellent opportunity, I started out in a similar
camp years ago and see where it got me..........ok bad example but it is a worthwhile endeavor so please spread the word.
Mike
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
JAMES V. KENNEDY November 18, 1921 – May 1,2006
James V. Kennedy, a Tuskegee Airman whose career in the Air Force took him from the cockpit
of a twin engine plane during World War II to the military’s space program, died May 1st in
Washington, DC. The cause of death was complications from pneumonia. Col. Kennedy was 84
years old.
James Kennedy was born in Monroe, Louisiana on November 18, 1921 but moved with
his family to Chicago before grade school. A graduate of Tilden Technical High School in Chicago, Col. Kennedy was drafted into the military in 1943 while a student at the Illinois Institute
of Technology. He received his pilot’s training as part of the pioneering program at Tuskegee
Army Air Force Base in Alabama that trained nearly 1,000 African Americans for flying duty
during World War II.
After completing his training at Tuskegee, Col. Kennedy, then a 2nd Lt., was assigned to
Freeman Field in Indiana. While at that post Col. Kennedy took part in the protest against the
policy that kept black officers out of the base’s main Officer’s Club. Known as the Freeman Field
Mutiny, a group of black officers, including 2nd Lt. Kennedy, entered the club for white officers,
against direct orders. More than 100 were arrested, charged with insubordination, and ordered to
face court martial proceedings. Ultimately, the charges were dropped against all but one officer,
who was convicted. (In 1995, that officer’s court martial conviction was reversed and his record
cleared.)
After being discharged in 1946, he returned to Chicago to marry the former Shirley
Graves and to work for Western Electric. In 1950 he was recalled to active duty to fly combat missions in Korea.
Deciding to make a career with the Air Force, he earned both Bachelors of Science and Masters of Science degrees in Electrical
Engineering from the Air Force Institute of Technology at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio. Assigned to the Aero-Space Medical Laboratory as instrumentation engineer Col. Kennedy, worked with NASA’s first astronauts. After a stint with military intelligence in
Japan, in 1965 Kennedy went back into the cockpit to fly the C-130 in Vietnam. For his service during that conflict he was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross for heroism and outstanding flying in Vietnam.
He completed his military career in California, first as Range Safety Officer at Vandenberg Air Force Base near Santa Maria,
and then with the Space and Missal System Center in Los Angeles.
Col. Kennedy retired from the Air Force with the rank of Lt. Col. in 1972 and moved with his late wife, Shirley Kennedy, to
Goleta, California. In retirement, Kennedy indulged in his passion for sailing by building 46-foot craft. His most ambitious voyage took
him and a small crew from California through the Panama Canal and to the Caribbean. Kennedy was also an active member of Veterans
for Peace Santa Barbara chapter.
His wife was, at the time of her death in 2003, a community activist and professor in the Black Studies Department at the University of California at Santa Barbara. In 2004 Col. Kennedy moved to Washington DC to be near his daughters
Col. Kennedy is survived by his daughters, Shawn Kennedy and Royal Kennedy Rodgers, sons, Kevin Kennedy and Colin Kennedy of Goleta, and three grand children.
Submitted by: Shawn Kennedy
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A LeRoy W. Homer Jr. Foundation has been established.
Its mission is to encourage and support young men and women
who wish to pursue aviation careers, as professional pilots.
The foundation will award flight instruction scholarships for
potential students, in order to obtain private pilot certification.
For more information on the Leroy W. Homer, Jr. Foundation
please visit their website at
http://www.leroywhomer.com
or
contributions can be mailed directly to the Foundations at:
The LeRoy W. Homer Jr. Foundation
Post Office Box 268
Marlton, NJ 08053
Submitted by Debra Rice

George Bush went to a primary school to talk to the kids to get a
little PR. After his talk he offered question time. One little boy put
up his hand and George asked him his name.
"Stanley," responded the little boy.
"And what is your question, Stanley?"
"I have 3 questions. First, why did the USA invade Iraq without the
support of the UN? Second, why are you President when Al Gore got
more votes? And third, whatever happened to Osama Bin Laden?"
Just then, the bell rang for recess. George Bush informed the kiddies
that they will continue after recess.
When they resumed George said, "OK, where were we?
Oh, that's right: question time. Who has a question?"
Another little boy put up his hand. George pointed him out and asked
him his name.
"Steve," he responded.
"And what is your question, Steve?"
"Actually, I have 5 questions. First, why did the USA invade Iraq
without the support of the UN? Second, why are you President when Al
Gore got more votes?
Third,
whatever happened to Osama Bin Laden? Fourth, why did the recess bell
go off 20 minutes early? And fifth, what the hell happened to
Stanley?"
Submitted by: Mrs. Jones

Email continue on page 9:
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"Aviation's Pioneer Colorful Women"

Photo of Bessie Coleman

Volunteer Pilots from Detroit
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot, Chicago “DODO” Chapter Tuskegee Airmen, conducting the formation flight briefing as Richard Knott from Detroit looks on.

The Chicago DODO Chapter sponsored this year's "Aviation's Pioneer Colorful Women" program
held on Saturday, April 29th 2006, at Lincoln Cemetery in Chicago. This year's keynote
speakers were, Sandra Addison, David E. Brown, and Sandra J. Wayne Campbell; who provided
tributes to Janet Harmon, Willa B. Brown and Bessie Coleman, respectively.
Continue on Page 7:
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The event organizer Rufus Hunt, planned to coordinate a formation flyover, aerial salute and
flower drop during the event, but inclement weather prevented the former and almost the latter as well. According to Chief Pilot and Formation Commander, Ken Rapier the weather wasn't very cooperative at all that day. It "was 1500 feet broken in light rain with visibility five miles and wind 120 at 10 knots. The flight took off from Gary Airport at 2:45 PM
but the formation was aborted and brought in for a landing at Lansing Airport due to decreasing visibility. Rufus Hunt (not pictured in photo) and Juan Haygood (in group shot 2nd
from right, front row, next to past national president Brian Smith, far right) went on to
Lincoln Cemetery to drop flowers on the grave sites of Bessie Coleman and Willa Brown."
Our thanks to chapter members for their participation in this worthwhile
event: Debra Rice (who provided the Proclamation) and volunteer pilots Robert Bejna, Camille
de Jorna, Juan Haygood, Rufus A. Hunt Jr., Richard Knott, Jr., Calvin Morrison, Steve
Mrowczynski, Ahmed Mukarram, Virgil Pullins, Kenneth Rapier and Marvin Robinson.

Juan Haygood in group shot 2nd from right, front row, next to past national
president Brian Smith, far right.

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP LOOKING FOR SUPPORT
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American fighter pilots, recently received the group'
s second congressional recognition. With the conclusion of Black History Month, the group knows full
well that its veterans are dwindling in numbers. Hoping that the legacy will not die with them, the
nonprofit Tuskegee Airmen Inc. is looking for dedicated people to join the organization and carry
out its mission of inspiring young people to achieve goals and take on leadership roles in society.
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Young Eagles Column

Dateline: Saturday, May 13, 2006.
Weather: Wind calm, rain, low ceilings and poor visibility.
Result: Young Eagles rally canceled and all registered Young Eagles rain checked for the next regular Young Eagles rally on June 10,
2006...International Young Eagles Day.
Please make a note, save the date and plan to join us for the rally and additionally join us for the Dan Williamson Day/Young Eagles Volunteer Appreciation cook-out on Saturday June 24. Both events to take place at the Tuskegee Airmen Headquarters located next to Gate 4 on
the Gary-Chicago International Airport (GYY). Fly in, drive in, walk in, your choice but plan to join us.
Happy Flyin'
!
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program

Leo R. Gray, Lt., Col. USAF
Lt. Col. Leo R. Gray had made significant contributions to the warfare of this country throughout his military and
civilian careers. Soon after high school graduation, Lieutenant Colonel Gray joined the Army Air Corps and began
his aviation cadet training in 1943. Little more than a year later he graduate from the Tuskegee Army Air field as a
Second Lieutenant, single engine pilot. While stationed in Italy as a fighter pilot, Gray flew 15 combat missions in
P-51s for a total of 750 hours flying time. He left active duty in 1946, but remained in the USAF Reserves until
1984. During his 41 years of military service, Lieutenant Colonel Gray earned a Coveted Air Medal with one Oak
Leaf cluster and a Presidential Unit Citation.
Gray earned a Bachelor'
s degree from the University of Massachusetts in 1950, a Masters degree from the University of Nebraska in 1952, and did post graduate work at the University of Maryland from 1962-1964. He began his
30 year career with USDA in 1953 as a Technical Assistant at the University of Massachusetts, Agricultural Extension Service. Gray wore many hats in the USDA career. He served as an agricultural economist with the Economic Research Service, an
economist with APHIS in California, and as Director, Program Planning Office of the Food Safety & Inspection Service to mention a few. In
addition, he was an economic consultant to United States Department of Agriculture in West Africa. (Tuskegee Airmen, display a poster of
the HBO movie Lt. Leo Gray third from the left).
His professional and civic life reflects his deep commitments to the Tuskegee Airmen, to agricultural economic
research organizations, and to cilil rights. He is a member of the Tuskegee Airmen In, and in 1991 became founder and president of the Miami Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. He is the past president, vice president and
treasurer of the East Coast Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen, the founder and past president of the Forum on Blacks
in Agriculture, the past president of Good Hope East Civic Association in Silver Springs, MD and a former
member of the Richmond, California, Model Neighborhood Citizens Board. Other memberships include the Air
Force Association, the Retired Officers Association, and the NAACP. Lieutenant Colonel Gray has traveled
extensively the North, Central and South America, and Europe, Africa, Asia and Australia.
A widower, Lieutenant Colonel Gray has six children and ten grandchildren
Source: AVStop Magazine Online
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This is something that happened to us on the way back from vacation last spring. I didn'
t think much of it until
now. The reason we were a little suspicious is we had been riding in a jeep all day with 100 degrees temps and
we stopped at a truck stop for something to drink. When I was leaving, a young girl followed me out and asked
what kind of cologne I was wearing. Well, after 7 hours in the car sweating, I don'
t think you could tell I was or was
not wearing any cologne. We just got in the jeep and said no thanks.
Then it was about 3 weeks ago, I was at a service station in Brampton getting gas. It was about 9:30 pm. I was
approached by 2 men and 2 women in a car. The man that was driving asked me '
What kind of perfume do you
wear?'I was a bit confused and I asked him '
Why?'He said, '
We are selling some name brand perfumes, at
cheap prices.'I said I had no money. He then reached out of the car and handed me paper that was laminated; it
had perfume on it. I looked quickly at it and gave it back. I said, I have no money. He said it is OK, we take check,
cash, or credit cards. Then the people in the car began to laugh. I just got in my car and said no thanks.
Then I received this e-mail yesterday and it sent chills up my spine.
Please read this. It is no joke. Dear Friends: I know not all of you are women that I am sending this to, but am hoping you will share this with your wives, daughters, mothers, sisters, etc. Our world seems to be getting crazier by
the day. Pipe bombs in mailboxes and sickos in parking lots with perfume. Be careful. I was approached yesterday afternoon around 5:30 PM in the Walmart parking lot by two males asking what kind of perfume I was wearing. Then they asked if I'
d like to sample some fabulous scent they were willing to sell me at a very reasonable
rate. I probably would have agreed had I not > received an e-mail warning of a "Wanna smell this neat perfume?"
scam. The men continued to stand between parked cars, I guess to wait for someone else to hit on. I stopped a
lady going towards them, pointing at them and told her about how I was sent an e-mail at work about someone
walking up to you at the malls or in parking lots and asking you to SNIFF PERFUME that they are selling at a
cheap price. THIS IS NOT PERFUME...IT IS ETHER! When you sniff it, you'
ll pass out. They'
ll take your wallet,
your valuables and heaven knows what else. If it were not for this e-mail, I probably would have sniffed the
'
perfume'but thanks to the generosity of an e-mailing friend, I was spared whatever might have happened to me. I
wanted to do the same for you.
PLEASE PASS THIS ALONG TO ALL YOUR WOMEN FRIENDS AND PLEASE BE ALERT AND BE AWARE.
IF YOU ARE A MAN AND RECEIVE THIS, PASS IT ON TO YOUR WOMEN FRIENDS. Ladies, this happened to
me yesterday and I didn'
t smell the perfume either, thanks to this email. This is true. Believe me, I know. I was
over by Big Lots in the parking lot at lunch time when I was > approached. So either day or night, it does not matter. There were 3 guys together when I was approached. I called the police when I got back to my desk. Like the
email says above, LET EVERYONE KNOW ABOUT THIS -YOUR FRIENDS,FAMILY, CO-WORKERS, whomever. It helped me. The first thing that popped into my head was this e-mail warning.
Submitted by Mrs. Jones
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Tidbits
By

Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez
Spring Fling 2006. Everything was great except for the soup, rolls, and dessert. The soup
was more like cool cream than anything else. One of my guest said it was chicken soup without the chicken. The “ oven-fresh bread” was cool and not flavorful. The “ Grand Finale Dessert” was melted ice cream with a dark cherry.
Debra Rice, Alcus Cromartie, and Ken Rapier substituted for Dolores Highbaugh and Vince
Saunders because of family illnesses. The former gave the invocation, welcome, and remembrance of Lonely Eagles.

Melvin going to try to do “ the splits.”

The band and dancing were “ out of sight.” A sizeable number of attendees engaged in colorful, swinging “ soul Train Line.” Knazze (Melvin) and a young boy seemed to be in a dance
contest, alone on the floor, until the boy did “ the splits” and Melvin sat down. No way was

The 350 folks present as stated by “ DODO” First Vice President Ken Rapier included Shawn Kennedy, who coordinated the salute to the
originals a few years back. There were many door prizes. Tidbits was pleased that one of her guest won a large, colorful umbrella and
another, a table lamp with miniature airplane items sitting on the base.
President Bev Dunjill was at home, or someplace, recuperating from knee surgery, but Ken Rapier presented the Presidential Awards for
Bev. Oliver Jones, Clarence Holland, and Charlie Richardson were included in the recipients. Just one of the three 2006 Educational
Assistance Program awardees was present. One absentee was the Dr. Andrew Silviano Perez Aviation Awardee. Recipients are: Katherine Gibbs of Chicago Agricultural High School, Joe Paclencia of Benito Juarez Community Academy, and Laura Valdmanus of the
Prior Lake High School in Savage, MN.
Bev Dunjill’ s Presidential Message on the back cover of the printed program was
“ right on target” , describing what the “ DODO’ s” do and thanking everyone for
supporting the “ DODO’ s” . Below Bev’ s message was the picture of a “ red-tail”
airplane above the inscription, “ In Memory of Past President Lt. Col William R.
Thompson.” Tidbits was surprised to see a separate business-advertisement section, with cover, enclosed within the program. The cover thanked the businesses
and the people who have supported them.
Also, enclosed in the program was a separate four-page leaflet containing a copy of
an article printed in Florida Today at the start of the 2005 National TAI Convention and also, a page devoted to the life of Lt. Col. William R. Thompson, buried
just two days before “ Spring Fling.”
Flashes were really blazin during Spring Fling, especially when the “ original,” and then other categories of members, were called to take
group pictures. Lucy Lang-Chappell called up Roy Chappell’ s sister, Emma Matthews and husband,
Roy’ s “ DODO” Daughter Camille and Kathy, and devoted friend Burton, to surround her as she held up a
street sign with Roy’ s name on it and described the sign and also, the road marker named after Roy. Of
the three signs Lucy received, one went to Emma, one to Camille, and one Lucy kept for herself and
Kathy, since they live together.
Spring Fling was just one of many “ DODO” -related events during the week which followed on the heels
of Lulu Westbrook’ s death and memorial service and then, Judge Earl Strayhorn’ s ailments. There was
the “ Eating Meeting with photograph’ s taken for the TAI National Convention program book, Bill
Thompson’ s death-wake-funeral, Richard Highbaugh’ s death, and George Taylor’ s sudden but quick recovery ailment.
Continue on page 11:
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Bill Thompson’s Funeral. Bill was not just “ an original.” He was an ORIGINAL
original. And what Tidbits remembers most about Bill is how he promoted the Tuskegee Airmen and his great sense of humor. “ DODO” Oliver Jones represented the
“ DODOs” at the funeral and told of several funny remarks or jokes by Bill and emphasized some of Bill’ s achievements.
Col. Elmer Jones, one of the original 99th Pursuit Squadron members, now living in
Rantoul, IL, spoke and, also asked “ DODO” Judge John Rogers, another original to
stand and be recognized.

Chicago when Bill was also there.

Two representatives of the Octave Chanute Aerospace Museum spoke of how Bill
had contributed much to the museum. Mr. Steele noted that Bill had invited him to
go to Chanute and that the next thing Steele knew, Steele was on the Board of the
museum. Mr. Weckhorst spoke of the large amount of time that Bill contributed.
Marion Joplin spoke of the benefit of being on the faculty of Donohue School in

Family friend Spencer Foote was truly funny as he described how Bill’ s son Kenny had called to ask Spencer to take Bill to the hospital
because Kenny was “ stuck” downtown. When foote arrived to take Bill, the latter wanted to know what Foote was doing there and resisted going to the hospital until Foote said commandingly “ Just come on man, and get in the car.”
Miles Armour, as at some other “ DODO” funerals, sang “ The Wind Beneath my Wing” and “ I believe I can Fly.” St. Mark U.M. Church
Senior Pastor McCoy gave one of the most inspiring and meaningful eulogies that Tidbits had ever heard. He evoked laughter when he
told the audience that Bill’ s wife, Vera had been giving signs for speakers to “ make it short” or to “ cut it.”
It was good to see “ DODO” Edward Willett, who came from Ohio for the funeral. A member of “ DODO” men and women were present,
as well as Bill Whitney, who accompanied his son, “ DODO” Steve Whitney. Clarence Holland and Oliver Jones were listed as honorary
pallbearers. Bill’ s funeral program makes it clear how much he wanted to perpetuate the legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen.
Bill was buried with military honors. Both his death and his burial were announced/shown on television.
Richard Highbaugh. Tidbits remembers Richard from 30 years ago, when she first became aware of
the Tuskegee Airmen. Her memories of Richard are highlighted by his contributions to the “ DODOs”
despite his lengthy illness. He served as secretary and continued to be active in helping choose students for the Tuskegee scholarships. Richard was so very pleasant, and Tidbits thinks that if the
“ DODO” chapter had an award for loquacity, Richard would have won “ hands down.” His funeralburial ceremonies were private, with possibly a future memorial service.
Best wishes to “ DODO” s President Beverly Dunjill, Charles Williams, and Judge Earl Strayhorn for
continual health improvements.
LuLu Westbrook. Tidbits memories of LuLu Westbrook are of a dedicated “ DODO” auxiliary
member for many years and of a great dancer. In addition to serving as an officer, LuLu provided substantial help during the 1994 National Tuskegee Airmen Convention, which was hosted by the “ DODO” Chapter. LuLu loved to dance and “ DODOs” liked to watch her
dance at our installations and other events. LuLu’ s husband, Shelby, whom Tidbits think is a great historian of Tuskegee Airmen and
other African-American events or personalities, arranged for a memorial service and reception for LuLu at the Southside location of Raner and Sons. Some of us “ DODOs” were shown the awards room there. Many certificates, plaques, and other forms of awards given to
the Rayners filled the walls.
Octave Chanute Museum Event. Melvin Knazze has been coordinating the June 3rd Tuskegee Airmen
exhibit ribbon cutting at the museum in Rantoul, IL. Bill Thompson had much to do with the exhibit.
Thus, we’ ll be celebrating an event Bill helped to provide.
Thanks to Joan Taylor, “ DODO” Heritage and Ladies Auxiliary Member Pamela Johnson called to inform
the chapter through the Flight Plan that Tuskegee Airman James V. Kennedy died on May 1st in Washington, D.C. Kennedy was a high-school classmate of George Taylor in Philadelphia. Kennedy’ s entry in the
Tuskegee Airmen Membership Directory lists a California address for him, but he might have moved to
Washington, D.C., since that is where he died.
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Historic Event Coming Soon
June 3, 2006
Octave Chanute Aerospace Museum
10111 Pacesetter Drive
Rantoul, IL 61866
The Objective…

The project’s objective is to preserve and interpret the
story of the 99th Pursuit Squadron, the core of the first
Tuskegee Airmen, from its beginnings at Chanute Field
though its service in World War II Italy and beyond in
the context of the cultural crucible of segregation, race
relations, and the experiences of William R. Thompson
and his fellow ground crewmen.

To become a sponsor:

Make Check or Money Order Payable to:
Octave Chanute Aerospace Museum
Attn: 99th Project
1011 Pacesetter Drive
Rantoul, Illinois 61866
Phone (217) 893-1613
Melvin Knazze suggested we pay for a bus
for the original chapter members transportation. We need volunteers !!

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.
P.O. Box 19063
Chicago, IL 60619-0063

