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DENVER CHILDREN’S HOME DEDICATES NEW MURAL  
by Vince Saunders 

 

(Denver, Colo. – Oct. 23, 2006) Students at Denver Children's Home (DCH) completed a 100 
foot self-portrait mural project with local artist, Jacqueline Withers. 20 children worked 

on the project over the summer in the lower 

level of the Home. 

 

The mural incorporates images of American's 

rich cultural diversity with the students 

own reflections.  The self-portrait mural 

promotes acceptance and respect for the 

differences which make our country strong.  

As Jacqueline worked with the children to 

create the mural she also taught them about 

inspiring Americans such as the legendary 

WWII 

Tuskegee Airmen.  Representatives from the 

Denver Tuskegee Airmen 

chapter were present for the mural dedica-

tion. 

 

The theme of this mural was America's First 

Top Guns.  Shedding light on a little known 

historical fact through her art, Ms. With-

ers taught the participating students that 

in September 1947, the United States Air 

Force, as a separate service, reactivated 

the 332d Fighter Group under the Tactical 

Air command. Two years later, 8 members of 

the reactivated 332d Fighter Group estab-

lished themselves as the USAF's First Top 

Gun Fighter Pilots.   
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CHAPTER HOTLINE: (312) 409-3624 

CHICAGO YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE: (312) 409-5621 

GARY YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE: (888) 235-9824 
               (888) 2FLY—TAI 

 

Note: Don’t forget to call the Young Eagles Hotline after  

7:30 a.m. on the morning of a flight for any cancellations.  

 

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National Office 

1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130 

Arlington, VA 22209 

(703) 522-8589 
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Editorial Staff 

 
Please submit your articles or pictures to: 

 

 
Emmit Q. Hoosman 

20832 W. Barrington Court 
Plainfield, IL  60544 

ehoosman@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

Questions, comments or feedback on the Flight Plan 
please direct to: 

 
Emmit Q. Hoosman 
(312) 656-5940 

 
Please submit all material no later than the 14th of each 
month.  Articles will be accepted via fax, as well as via 
email or in other electronic form.  Pictures and other items 
can be mailed by the above deadline; also  preferred to 
receive in any digital format for better  quality printing.  
Typed or printed submissions are strongly preferred to 
handwritten ones. Submissions received  after the  14th of  
the  month will  be included in the following month’s issue 
unless otherwise indicated.    
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CALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTS    

 

 

 
 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

November 5th, 1974 
Black Caucus upped to 

17 
 

* * * 

 

November 9th, 1731 

Benjamin Banneker, 
Mathematician 

And Surveyor Born 
 

*** 

 

November 15th 1787 

Genesis of AME Church 
 

*** 

 

November 21st, 1865 

Shaw University Opened 
in North Carolina 

 
 

 

November 22nd, 1948 
Yale Football Team 

Named Levi Jackson Cap-
tain 

 
*** 

 

November 23rd, 1897 
Cigarette Roller Patented 

By J. A. Sweeting 
 

*** 

 

November 24th, 1957 

Jim Brown, Cleveland 
Browns Set Record For 

Yards Gained 
 

* * * 

 

November 30th, 1918 
369th African American 

Infantry Regiment 
Praised 

 
 

Note: 

Officers Installed: 
 

Bev Dunjill – President 
Kenneth Rapier - 1st Vice President 

Maj.  Duane Hayden -  2nd Vice President 
Camile Chappell - Recording Secretary 

TBA - Corresponding Secretary 

Vincent Saunders, III - Treasurer 
Moses Jones - Assistant Treasurer 

Judge Earl Strayhorn - Parliamentarian 
Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez - Historian 

 
November 21st @ 6:30PM 

Chapter Meeting 

Chicago Public Library 
8134 S. Stony Island 

 
*** 

 
November 23rd  

Thanksgiving 
 

*** 
 

December 9th @ 9:00am 

Young Eagles  
Gary– Chicago Airport 

December 12th @ 6:30pm 
Directors Meeting 

8134 S. Stony Island 

 
*** 

 
December 19th @ 6:30pm 

Chapter Meeting 
Chicago Public Library 

8134 S. Stony Island 

 
* * * 

 

All General Meetings 
will be held at the New 

Chicago Public Library 
8134 S. Stony Island 
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E-Mail Column       
 

 
UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS:  Flight Plan Publisher 

NEW EMAIL is ehoosman@sbcglobal.net 

             

This news was in the Ingleside-Whitfield Church Bulletin on 10/29/06: 

Dr. Bobby Anthony-Perez is confined to the Evergreen Health Center Room 609, Bed 1, Evergreen Park, IL  60805, 708-636-9200 

Dr. Perez was hit by a car 2 weeks ago at 76th and St. Lawrence.  She has requested no visitors but cards and calls are welcomed. Once 

again it's time for chapter members to go into action.  Please pass the word to those who do not have an email address. 

Thanks Ken Rapier. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 The Warbird Society of the Experimental Aircraft Association is publishing a cook book of famous pilots' recipes.  Well guess 

what...famous pilot Verne Jobst's daughter Jenifer discovered that there were no Tuskegee Airmen recipes.  How could a cook book of 

famous pilot's recipes be complete without some recipes from Tuskegee Airmen?  Well of course it can't.  If you have a recipe that you 

made or have cooked with and would like to share it in the cook book, please email it to aeroshellteam@AOL.comor fax it to Jenifer at 

205-822-0953.  Time is of the essence because the cookbook is ready to go to print but is being held up for some Tuskegee Airmen reci-

pes.  Please send you recipes ASAP.  Thanks. 

Ken Rapier 

                

3900 Saturday Mornings 

 
The older I get, the more I enjoy Saturday mornings. Perhaps it's the quiet solitude that comes with being the first 
to rise, or maybe it's the unbounded joy of not having to be at work. Either way, the first few hours of a Saturday 
morning are most enjoyable.  
 
A few weeks ago, I was shuffling toward the garage with a steaming cup of coffee in one hand and the morning paper 
in the other. What began as a typical Saturday morning turned into one of those lessons that life seems to hand you 
from time to time. Let me tell you about it:  
I turned the dial up into the phone portion of the band on my ham radio in order to listen to a Saturday morning swap 
net. Along the way, I came across an older sounding chap, with a tremendous signal and a golden voice. You know the 
kind; he sounded like he should be in the broadcasting business. He was telling whom-ever he was talking with some-
thing about "a thousand marbles." I was intrigued and stopped to listen to what he had to say  
 
"Well, Tom, it sure sounds like you're busy with your job. I'm sure they pay you well but it's a shame you have to be 
away from home and your family so much. Hard to believe a young fellow should have to work sixty or seventy hours a 
week to make ends meet. It's too bad you missed your daughter's "dance recital" he continued. "Let me tell you some-
thing that has helped me keep my own priorities." And that's when he began to explain his theory of a "thousand mar-
bles."  
 

Continue on page 5: 
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Continue from page 4: 

 
"You see, I sat down one day and did a little arithmetic. The average person lives about seventy-five years. I know, some 
live more and some live less, but on average, folks live about seventy-five years. 
 
"Now then, I multiplied 75 times 52 and I came up with 3900, which is the number of Saturdays that the average person 
has in their entire lifetime. Now, stick with me, Tom, I'm getting to the important part. 
 
It took me until I was fifty-five years old to think about all this in any detail", he went on, "and by that time I had lived 
through over twenty-eight hundred Saturdays." "I got to thinking that if I lived to be seventy-five, I only had about a 
thousand of them left to enjoy. So I went to a toy store and bought every single marble they had. I ended up having to 
visit three toy stores to round up 1000 marbles. I took them home and put them inside a large, clear plastic container 
right here in the shack next to my gear."  
 

"Every Saturday since then, I have taken one marble out and thrown it away. I found that by watching the marbles di-
minish, I focused more on the really important things in life.  
 
There is nothing like watching your time here on this earth run out to help get your priorities straight."  
 

"Now let me tell you one last thing before I sign-off with you and take my lovely wife out for breakfast. This morning, I 
took the very last marble out of the container. I figure that if I make it until next Saturday then I have been given a 
little extra time. And the one thing we can all use is a little more time."  
 
"It was nice to meet you Tom, I hope you spend more time with your family, and I hope to meet you again here on the 
band. This is a 75 Year old Man, K9NZQ, clear and going QRT, good morning!" 
 
You could have heard a pin drop on the band when this fellow signed off. I guess he gave us all a lot to think about. I had 
planned to work on the antenna that morning, and then I was going to meet up with a few hams to work on the next club 
newsletter.  
 
Instead, I went upstairs and woke my wife up with a kiss. "C'mon honey, I'm taking you and the kids to breakfast." 
"What brought this on?" she asked with a smile. "Oh, nothing special, it's just been a long time since we spent a Satur-
day together with the kids. And hey, can we stop at a toy store while we're out? I need to buy some marbles.  
 
A friend sent this to me, so I to you, my friend. 
 
And so, as one smart bear once said..."If you live to be a hundred, I want to live to be a hundred minus one day, so I 
never have to live without you." - Winnie the Pooh.  
 

Pass this on to all of your FRIENDS, even if it means sending it to the person that sent it to you. 
 

And if you receive this e-mail many times from many different people, it only means that you have many FRIENDS. 
 
 And if you get it but once, do not be discouraged for you will know that you have at least one good friend... 
 

And that would be ME. 
 
 

Submitted by:  Ken Rapier 
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Continue from Cover Page: 
These pilots were members of the 332d Fighter Group 

Gunnery Team which won ``Top 9 Guns'' at the 1st an-

nual USAF Fighter (William Tell) Gunnery Meet at Las 

Vegas Air Force Base, Nev., in May 

1949.   Through the artistic process the children 

learned about 

themselves, their heritage and each other.  It is 

truly an amazing, inspiring work of art. 

 

Jacqueline is an artist in action whose creative 

style has earned her numerous awards and recogni-

tion.  Her mural projects throughout Denver include 

the Blair-Caldwell African American Research Library 

and the Swansea Elementary School.  Jacqueline is a 

member of the Detroit Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen, 

Inc. and a student at the Art Institute of Colorado 

in Denver. 

 

BACKGROUND: Denver Children’s Home is the oldest 

nonprofit in Colorado. 

Throughout its 130-year history of service to the 

community it has adapted to meet the needs of the 

children and families who have turned to it for 

help. 

The mission is to provide a therapeutic, safe place 

for emotionally distressed children, adolescents and their families to heal and grow. 

The goal is to provide children with the greatest financial and emotional needs high quality 

mental health care in a safe and stable environment.          
Source: Vince Saunders 

                

 

FAA ADMINISTRATOR ADDRESSES USER FEES, AIRPORT ISSUES 
 

Speaking before a packed ballroom of AOPA members Friday, FAA Administrator 
Marion Blakey acknowledged the "big elephant in the room," otherwise known as user 
fees, during AOPA Expo's second general session. Blakey said she did not support a 
new funding system that would entail "broad user fees." The comment was met with 
applause, but she was later pressed for clarification on the word "broad" by a member 
during the Q-and-A period. The administrator said that everybody who uses the air 

traffic control system should pay their fair share, including the public through a contin-
ued general fund contribution. "We do not want to create a funding system that stifles 
GA," she said. The existing law establishing the taxes on aviation users will expire in 

October, but Blakey said that there is no current proposal on the table for a new funding scheme. "The administration is a 
much broader body than just yours truly," she said. "I cannot predict what the proposal [from the White House] will ultimately 
say." Until President Bush presents his budget proposal in February, AOPA will remain skeptical. As AOPA President Phil 
Boyer pointed out, the shift in power in Congress will provide new opportunities to fight the fees. Blakey also talked about 

support for airports and advances in technology. See Virtual Expo.  

Source: AOPA 
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A NEW COLOR AT CIRRUS 
At Cirrus Design, sterling is the new white. The Duluth, Minnesota, manufacturer an-
nounced that its SR22 GTS and Signature Edition airplanes will now be available with a 
new silver--or "sterling"--paint scheme. Traditionally, Cirrus has painted its airplanes 
either white or cream because it is difficult to come up with a darker color that is safe to 
paint on composite aircraft; darker colors can tend to absorb greater amounts of heat, 
potentially softening the composite materials. Cirrus worked with PPG to develop a new 
coating system that allows the company to provide the new optional silver paint over the 
entire airplane. 

Source:  AOPA 

                

ENHANCED CHICAGO MILITARY COLLECTIBLES 

SHOW PICTURES AT NORTHLAKE, IL 2006. 

 

Submitted by:  Michael Hill 
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                                Young Eagles Column 

 

 

 

 

 

The weather on Saturday, October 14th was great for flying.  Sunny skies with a cool breeze for pilots Mike Askew, Butch Bejna, Joe Gmit-

ter, Ken Lozins, Pete Murphy, Ken Rapier and Dick Tennerstedt to fly a total of 61 Young Eagles thanks to the committed assistance of Vic 

Croswell, Bev Dunjill, Mike Hill, Moses Jones, Hilton Joseph, Carol MacCabe, Steve MacCabe, Bob Mullins, Carl Robinson, LaVerne Shel-

ton, Rob Strickland, Welton Taylor, Karon Thompson, Barbara Werner, Milt Williams, Dan Williamson and Paul Wilson.  Once again we 

had  visitors from the Frogs Club, Mr. and Mrs. Wayman Davis, who came to observe our operation.  Everyone enjoyed coffee, tea, hot 

chocolate and homemade cookies baked by Judi Rapier to start the morning. We wrapped up the day with a delectable lunch of Subway tur-

key sandwiches and chips. 

 

We hope you will plan to join us for our next scheduled Young Eagles rally on Veterans' Day.  We will be honoring the Tuskegee Airmen 

and we will also have our annual Volunteer Appreciation Awards presentation.  Mark you calendar now for Saturday, November 11th.  We 

hope you will join us at the Gary-Chicago Airport. 

             

 

Unfortunately this is going to be a very short report.  Veterans' Day, Saturday, November 11, 2006, was quite the 

blustery day.  Rain, high winds, low ceilings and visibility along with some gusting wind made for a poor weather 

day causing the Young Eagles rally to be canceled.  Believe it or not, some people still showed up to send their chil-

dren up for a flight.  I told them the same thing I'll tell you.  We'll try it again on December 9th.  Mark your calen-

dars because if the weather permits we will be flying in December. 

 
Happy Flyin'! 
 
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot 
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program     
                

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP LOOKING FOR SUPPORT 
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American fighter pilots, recently received the group's second congressional recognition. 
With the conclusion of Black History Month, the group knows full well that its veterans are dwindling in numbers. Hoping that the 
legacy will not die with them, the nonprofit Tuskegee Airmen Inc. is looking for dedicated people to join the organization and 
carry out its mission of inspiring young people to achieve goals and take on leadership roles in society.  
                

Dear Members of the Chicago DoDo Chapter of TAI: 

Aviatrix Willa Brown was a great pioneer in black aviation.  She was raised in Indiana and lived a good number of years in Chicago.  She 

was however born in Glasgow Kentucky in 1906. 

The sad part about her life is that so little information is known about her life here in Kentucky.  That is a problem I am attempting to rec-

tify.  Therefore, I am appealing to you Chicago residents for any information that you might have about her existence.  Some basic demo-

graphic information would be great for a start. 

1. Where did she live at the time of her passing?  Confirmation of her residence at 54th and Indiana Ave and 81st and So Shore Drive 

2. Where is she interred (some confusion) 

3. Status of her late spouse (Chappell)  

4. Any DoDo members who can share history information about her  

5. Alderman Clifford Campbell, Jr ,son of Sr - who might be able to shed information.  

Continue on page 10: 
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Kentucky Education Television Network Feature 

On Nov 11th at 7:00 PM, the Kentucky Education Televi-

sion network will feature a special 1-hr program in honor 

to our military personnel and veterans.  

I have been honored to make an appearance in this broad-

cast with a brief commentary about the Tuskegee Air-

men.  The taping was done a few weeks ago but I wanted 

to take this time to let you all in on this special broadcast. 

In addition, our organization has made installments of the Ron Spriggs Exhibit Tuskegee Airmen 

display at the Aviation Museum of Kentucky.  The display cases were moved from the Lexington Legends Baseball club in September after 

some 258,000 fans visited the stadium during the time of our exhibition.   

A conservative estimate would be that approximately 20% of the children, parents and other history observers had an opportunity to see the 

exhibit.  Below is a baseball from Alan Stein showing the attendance figures for 2006. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We installed and setup the much publicized, WWII war bird P51 Mustang, Cockpit Replica of "Miss Kentucky State".  This newest addition 

also went on Kentucky display during mid-September after her public debut in Phoenix, at the Tuskegee Airmen 35th Annual Conven-

tion.  Above is the original pilot, Dr. Roscoe Brown, 1/Lt-USAAF, 100th Fighter Sq, 332nd Fighter Group along with other TA's. 

Please tell all of your friends and family to. . .  

Tune-in to the KET broadcast on November 11th (7:00 PM) 

Support the Aviation Museum of Kentucky at the Bluegrass 

Airport with a visit, real soon and bring some kid 

along to see the RSETA display and Miss Kentucky State   

 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Ron Spriggs, Executive Director 

RSETA, Inc. 

Dr. Brow w/future pilot at Tuskegee 

Airmen Convention in Phoenix. 

Original Tuskegee Airmen Capt. 

George Taylor at the controls. 

Another Original Tuskegee Airmen at 

the controls. 

A Future Pilot ready for take off at 

Aviation Museum in Phoenix 

An Active Duty non-com Airmen wanted 

a photo with Mrs. Kentucky State 

2006 Attendance at Lexington 

Legends Baseball Stadium 



10 

 

 

 Continue from page:  8 

 

 

5 I would also like to get a copy of any photos or documents chronicling her life amongst you. 

6 Was she a member of the DoDo Chapter  

7 Confirmation of the pilots trained at Coffey School of Aviation that actually went on to become Tuskegee Airmen - probably the 

99th or 100th?  

8 Any information of her training program and Col Noel Parrish  

9 Confirm that the type of plane she flew for her solo was a Waco.  

Feel free to email or call me at the numbers below.  I am attempting to fill the void of information that is available about one of Ken-

tucky's own.  One of the project our organization is working on is to create a bust of her likeness at the time of her solo flight. 

                

 

FAST NEW SINGLE FLIES IN CZECH REPUBLIC 
A new high-performance, four-seat single-engine airplane is now flying in 
the Czech Republic, and it aims to take a strike at the U.S. market. The 
Evektor SuperCobra is an all-metal retractable-gear design, powered by a 
315-horsepower Lycoming engine. It made its maiden flight on October 24. 
Company officials say it should cruise at 175 knots, have a range of 1,000 
nautical miles, and have a useful load of 1,260 pounds. The company also 
has another version, dubbed the Cobra, which is powered by a 200-hp en-
gine. Evektor is pursuing European and FAA type certification for both mod-
els and expects to certify the Cobra in 2007 and the SuperCobra in 2008. 
The company also builds light sport aircraft. Photo courtesy Evektor. 

Source:  AOPA 

                

 

Aero L-39 

 
Source:  AOPA 



BLACK PILOT ASSOCIATION EXPLORES EAA EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

DELTA CONNECTION BUYS 50 CIRRUS SR20s 
With 529 deliveries in the first three quarters of the year, Cirrus Design is the leading manufacturer of GA aircraft. And while 
its focus to date has been mostly on personally flown aircraft, Cirrus is beginning to crack the 
training market with significant fleet sales. Western Michigan University currently operates 30 
Cirrus airplanes in its training fleet. At AOPA Expo, Cirrus announced that it has inked a 50-
aircraft order with Delta Connection Academy (DCA), headquartered in Sanford, Florida. DCA 
has already taken delivery of its first SR20; the remaining SR20s will be delivered over the 
next year or so--replacing the flight training organization's stalwart fleet of Cessna 152s and 
172s. Gary Beck, DCA chairman, said speed was the primary reason for the change, although 
Cirrus' commitment to the training market and emphasis on safety and versatility also played a 
role. With DCA changing its training program to be more scenario-based through the FAA-
Industry Training Standards program, the company was looking for an airplane that could more 
quickly move its students to outlying airports to conduct training. Beck said the company had been evaluating updating its 
fleet for three years, with an emphasis on choosing a manufacturer that could supply a new fleet with electronic flight instru-
mentation systems so its students could more easily transition into airline fleets. To support the switch to Cirrus airplanes, 
DCA also is partnering with AeroSim Technologies to take delivery of $4.3 million in Aerosim-Mectronix flight simulators of 
various levels of sophistication. 
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January 30, 2004 - EAA SOAR (Special Outreach 
with Aviation Resources) coordinator Horace San-
chez discussed EAA educational programs at the 
recent Black Pilots Association (BPA) annual win-
ter board of directors meeting in New Orleans 
Louisiana. BPA immediately formed a committee 
to further explore possible cooperation between 
the two organizations. 

"Studies show that Hispanic and African American 
participation in aviation is less than 5 percent in 
both military and commercial areas," Sanchez 
said. Sanchez will work with the committee to de-
termine the best ways of reaching out to youth 
through educational programs and EAA activities, 
including the EAA Young Eagles program. The 
700-member BPA is comprised of chapters lo-
cated throughout the United States. 

Source:  EAA 
Horace Sanchez (third from left) pictured with the  

Black Pilots Association board of directors. 

THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN  
Period: World War II  
Racial exclusionary policies were in full force in certain areas of the military during the late 1930's and early 1940's. General 
H. H. Arnold had made it clear that "no Blacks would ever pilot a plane in the upcoming war." The United States was mo-
bilizing for a possible war against the united front of the AXIS POWERS: GERMANY, ITALY, and JAPAN. The legal segrega-
tion of African Americans did not allow them to receive the necessary training to become FIGHTER AIR PILOTS at white-
operated pilot schools. After some protest, the WAR DEPARTMENT, in 1941, agreed to accommodate an all-black FLIGHT 
SCHOOL at TUSKEGEE AIR FORCE BASE. That base produced the first African American COMBAT FIGHTER PILOTS, 
and they became known as the TUSKEGEE AIRMEN of the 99TH PURSUIT SQUADRON. Out of this squadron came Colo-
nel Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., son of the first African American General, Benjamin O. Davis, Sr. Colonel Davis was awarded the 
SILVER STAR for gallantry in COMBAT. He was later promoted to general in 1965. 

Source:  CW Post Campus 



Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. 

P.O. Box 19063 

Chicago, IL 60619-0063 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curtis P40 
Source:  EAA 


