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CAPTAIN GEORGE A. TAYLOR RETURNS TO MOTON FIELD, TU SKEGEE ALABAMA 
 

By Dr. Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez 
 
George A. Taylor, Treasurer of the Chicago “DODO” Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. for more than 
18 years and National Chairman of the Committee on Nominations of the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. for six 
years, was back at Moton Field on Saturday, October 11, 2008.  This was 65 years after George’s 1943 
enlistment in the United States Army, of which the Air Force was then a part. 
 
 A host of George’s relatives, friends and Tuskegee Airmen were present for the morning memorial service 
for George, who became a Lonely Eagle on June 21 this year.  Among those present, in addition to his 
wife, Joan, and her daughter, Susan, were:  friend, Ruth Wooldridge,  play daughter, Deborah Sleet, and 
Nephew, Dr. William Curtis from South Carolina; George’s Niece, Cora and Nicole and James, Dr. and 
Mrs. James B. Williams, Joyce and adopted daughter and Debbie Moran. 
Also present were Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez, Ken Rapier, Victor Croswell, Jr., and Keith Renfroe. 
 
Prior to the service, the family was driven in small carts to the middle of Moton Field, adjacent to the site 
of the outdoor memorial service in front of the hanger.  Part of George’s ashes was deposited in a below-
ground area in the middle of Moton Field. 

 
After a prayer by a military Chaplain, Col. Roosevelt J. Lewis commented on the occasion and noted that another person, whose family was 
present would also be memorialized.  He said that George Taylor and Leon “Woodie” Spears would fly in formation their last flight.  He then 
summoned Ken, Victor and Keith to follow him into Moton Field to prepare to fly.  Another officer read about George’s life before the planes 
were flown.  He emphasized the importance of respecting all people, saying that all should have dignity and, “All of us can support freedom 
that way.”  He spoke of the legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen and all that they did in World War II.  He added that we must continue with the 
legacy of dignity generated by the Tuskegee Airmen. 
 
Then “DODO” red-tail planes of Chief Pilot Ken Rapier and Victor Croswell followed the plane of Col. Lewis, who tipped his wing in salute 
before the ashes of George Taylor were released, first of all,  at one end of Moton Field and then the other end.  One of the “DODO” planes 
veered away from the other planes as they flew towards the second end of Moton Field to drop the remaining ashes.  This signified that a 
Tuskegee Airmen would be watching over any pilot flying over this “sacred ground”. 
 
George had, indeed, returned to Moton Field, though in a different form.  No doubt, he would have been pleased and proud because he al-
ways loved aviation events, and the scattering of his ashes was certainly one.  And George especially loved events related to the Tuskegee 
Airmen.  He went to many schools, churches, parades and other places to talk about the Tuskegee experience.  And he attended the last 
“DODO” meeting at Martin Temple before he became a Lonely Eagle, even though he was obviously weak. 
 
George loved the “DODO: Chapter, and we love him for all that he did for his country and for the “DODO” Chapter. 

® 
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CALENDAR OF 

 

 
 
 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

November 5th, 1974 
Black Caucus upped to 

17 
 

* * * 

 
November 9th, 1731 

Benjamin Banneker, 
Mathematician 

And Surveyor Born 
 

*** 

 
November 15th 1787 

Genesis of AME Church 
 

*** 

 

November 21st, 1865 
Shaw University Opened 

in North Carolina 

 

November 22nd, 1948 
Yale Football Team 

Named Levi Jackson Cap-
tain 

 
*** 

 

November 23rd, 1897 
Cigarette Roller Patented 

By J. A. Sweeting 
 

*** 

 
November 24th, 1957 

Jim Brown, Cleveland 
Browns Set Record For 

Yards Gained 

 
* * * 

 

November 30th, 1918 
369th African American 
Infantry Regiment 

Praised 
 

 
 
 

Note: 
Officers Installed: 

 
Bev Dunjill – President 

Kenneth Rapier - 1st Vice  
President 

Maj.  Duane Hayden -  2nd Vice 
President 

Camile Chappell - Recording 
Secretary 

TBA - Corresponding Secretary 
Alcus Cromartie -  

Treasurer 
Moses Jones - Assistant  

Treasurer 
Judge Earl Strayhorn -  
Parliamentarian 

Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez - 
Historian 

November 27nd 

Thanksgiving Day 
 

*** 
December 9th 
6:30PM - 8:30PM 
TAI Director Meeting 

Chicago Public Library 

8134 S. Stony Island 
 

*** 
 

December 13th 
Young Eagles 

Gary-Chicago Airport 

December 16th 
@ 6:30 PM 

Chapter Meeting 
Chicago Public Library 
8134 S. Stony Island 

 
*** 

January 10th 

Young Eagles 
Gary-Chicago Airport 

 
*** 

January 13th 
6:30PM - 8:30PM 
TAI Director Meeting 

Chicago Public Library 

8134 S. Stony Island 
 

All General Meetings will be 
held at the New Chicago  

Public Library 

8134 S. Stony Island 

 
HOTLINES  

 
CHAPTER  HOTLINE :  

(312) 409-3624 
 

CHICAGO Y OUNG EAGLES HOTLINE : 
(312) 409-5621 

 
GARY Y OUNG EAGLES  

HOTLINE : (888) 235-9824 
       (888) 2FLY—TAI 
 

Note: Call the Young Eagles Hotline 
after  

7:30 a.m. on the morning of a flight for 
any cancellations.  

 
CHAPTER WEBSITE:  

www.taichicago.org 
 
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National Office 

1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130 
Arlington, VA 22209 

(703) 522-8589 
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E-Mail Column       
 

 

Flight Plan Publisher EMAIL is ehoosman@sbcglobal.net 
             

 
For those of you who wish to start receiving the Flight Plan via email vs. US mail please forward your email address to ehoos-
man@sbcglobal.net. for consideration. 

REFLEX ACTION! 

 

Riding in a jet trainer for the first time was exhilarating. It 

was also frightening, especially when I began to think, What if 

we crash? 

  

"Excuse me," I said to the pilot. "Is there anything I should 

know in case we need to eject?" 

  

"Yes," he said. "If I say 'Go!' and you say 'What?' 

you'll be talking to yourself!"you'll be talking to yourself!"you'll be talking to yourself!"you'll be talking to yourself!" 
 
 
USAF 

 "Wilk" 

New Moton Field terminal to be named for Lt. Col. Carter 
A new terminal building to be constructed at Moton Field 
will be named for one of Tuskegee’s most prominent citizens 
following action by the Tuskegee City Council at its 
Tuesday (September 9) meeting. 
When the new facility is completed it will bear the name 
Colonel Herbert E. Carter Terminal. Now in his late 80s, 
Col. Carter is a highly-decorated Tuskegee Airmen who has 
lived in Tuskegee most of his adult life. 
Carter is one of the most recognized of the living Tuskegee 
Airmen. He has been a regular speaker for years to officer 
classes at Maxwell Air Force Base and has represented the 
Tuskegee Airmen spanning from the White House to 
Europe. 
Mildred, Col. Carter’s wife of more than 50 years, is 
accorded “honorary” status by Tuskegee Airmen. 
The Tuskegee Planning Commission had recommended that 
a new access road to Moton Field, where Tuskegee Airmen 
National Historic Site and Museum is scheduled to have a 
grand opening Oct. 8-10, 2008, be named for Col. Carter. 
However, the council requested that road be named for Gen. 
B.O. Davis, commander of the Tuskegee Airmen, and the 
terminal be named in honor of Col. Carter. The request for 
the naming the access road for Gen. Davis was also 
approved at Tuesday’s council meeting. 
The council also approved vacating Dr. Lincoln Ragsdale 
Drive, which was deeded by the city as part of Moton Field 
to the National Park Service along with Chief Alfred Charles 
Anderson Drive. Chief Anderson Drive will serve as access 
to the Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site. The city has 
constructed a new access road to Moton Field, which 
eliminated the remaining portion of Dr. Lincoln Ragsdale Drive. 
By GUY RHODES-The Tuskegee News 
Editor 
Updated Sep 11, 2008 - 06:23:54 
Herbert Carter, a retired Lieutenant Colonel in the 
U.S. Military and widely-recognized Documented 
Original Tuskegee Airman, is pictured during an 
award presentation by the Alabama Military Hall of 
Honor last year at the Tuskegee Airmen National 
Historic Site 
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OPEN LETTER TO CHICAGO CHAPTER MEMBERS 

FROM JOAN TAYLOR 
 

ACCOLADES TO THE NEW GENERATION 
 
I want to express publicly my deep gratitude to Ken Rapier, Victor Croswell, Keith Renfroe and Duane Hayden for the “Lonely 
Eagle Fly-Over” tribute to George during the dedication of the Moton Field area in Tuskegee, Alabama as a National Historic 
Site. Those present for the three-
day celebration had to hold the 
Chicago Chapter in high esteem 
because of the presence of our 
New Generation members who 
were resplendent with their Red 
Tail planes and matching uni-
forms!. They deserve the highest of 
accolades from Chicago Chapter 
members for their show of commit-
ment to carry on the Legacy even 
when great personal sacrifices 
were demanded (out of pocket ex-
penses, lost work and family time, 
flying fatigue, etc). 
 
We are all proud that our esteemed 
President-Elect Barack Obama has 
signaled that a New Generation will 
now lead our nation and the world.  
“Now is the Time”, also for Tuske-
gee Airmen, Inc. and Chicago 
Chapter members to not only ex-
press their pride in our New Gen-
eration, but give them leadership 
roles with full authority. 

 

A LOOK BACK IN TIME 
 

Our beloved, departed, George 
was proud of his role as a Tuske-
gee Airman.  He was dedicated to 
the Chicago Chapter and to the 
National Organization for over 
thirty-six years, serving for approxi-
mately eighteen years as Treas-
urer of the Chapter and six years 
as Chair of the National Nominat-
ing Committee. 
 
I enjoyed the opportunity to show 
my dedication to the organization 
by assuming the role of Chair of 
the 1994 National Convention.  
With the help of many hard working  
members our Chapter netted a 
profit of over $81,000, which financed programming for several years.  To promote the Convention, I worked with the artist, 
Everett Williams, to develop the Chicago Chapter logo (which symbolizes our youth being inspired by the Tuskegee Airmen’s 
legacy).    

Continue on page:  6 
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I also had the privilege of working with the artist, James 
Butcher, to create the 7’ x 10’ mural, “The Legacy”, which 
is now displayed in the National Museum of the Tuske-
gee Airmen in Detroit.  During this Convention period, the 
Chicago Chapter’s “Young Eagles” Program was initi-
ated, under Ken Rapier’s leadership. 

 
 “Now is the Time” to register that George and I have 
completed our work with the Chapter.  Closure is made 
with happy memories of many wonderful times and asso-
ciations; and with deep gratitude to Ken Rapier, for fulfill-
ing his bedside promise to George  to lead a “Lonely Ea-
gle Fly-Over” of  Moton Field!   

 
BEST WISHES TO ALL 
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Weather permitting, our Young Eagles rally will be held at the Gary-Chicago International Airport (GYY).  Re-
freshments will be provided for all pilots and volunteers.  If the weather is not flyable, the Tuskegee Airmen Young 
Eagles Team will meet at the Young Eagles Team Headquarters for an early luncheon meeting to discuss plans for 
winter operations.  If good weather is provided, the pilot briefing will be at 8:30 A.M. with flights beginning at 9:00 
A.M.  All aircraft parking will be West of Gate 4.  We will operate out of the Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles 
Team Headquarters located next to Gate 4.  You can call the hotline on the morning of the rally after 7:00 A.M. to 
check flight status.  In Illinois call 312-409-5621; In Indiana call toll free: 888-235-9824.  Press 3 to access the 

flight status mailbox.  In the event of in climate weather, all Young Eagles Team Members are asked to report to the Team Headquarters by 
9:00 A.M. for coffee and doughnuts, followed by a Team Meeting, which will be followed by a Team luncheon.  I look forward to seeing you 
at the Gary Airport. 
 
Happy Flyin'! 
 
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot 
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program 
 
 

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP LOOKING FOR SUPPORT 
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American fighter pilots, recently received the group's second congres-
sional recognition. With the conclusion of Black History Month, the group knows full well that its veterans are 
dwindling in numbers. Hoping that the legacy will not die with them, the nonprofit Tuskegee Airmen Inc. is 
looking for dedicated people to join the organization and carry out its mission of inspiring young people to 
achieve goals and take on leadership roles in society.  

        

 

Young Eagles Column 

Lionel Richie with  Lt. Col. Herbert Carter, Uncle of Emmit Hoosman, Chicago 
“DODO” Chapter Publisher.  Photo taken from National Historic Site grand 
opening.  
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Grand Opening Celebration of the Tuskegee Airmen 
National Historic Site 

By:  Bobbie M. Anthony Perez 
 
The Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site was authorized by President Clinton in 1998.  And the United States Congress appropriated 
more than 29 million dollars for the restoration of Tuskegee Alabama’s Moton Field, where the Tuskegee Airmen were trained, beginning in 
July 1941. 
Grand Opening events of the site began on October 9, 2008.  Included was the Moton Field dedication of General Benjamin O. Davis, Jr. 
Road, Colonel Herbert Carter Terminal and General Noel Parrish Tarmac.  The three officers played import roles in the history of Airmen. 
Speaking at the October 10 ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site, Alabama Governor Riley announced 
that a section of Highway 85 would now be Tuskegee Memorial Highway.  Tuskegee University President Payton spoke of the history of 
Blacks, having been written by others, resulting in Blacks working along side Whites, but not integrated.  Tuskegee Institute, now a univer-
sity, was proposed and funded to establish grounds for training Blacks.  Thus began Moton Field, named for the second president of Tuskegee 
Institute.  Payton said, “Nobody wanted Blacks to carry guns, let alone Blacks in airplanes with guns.”  He said the future of more technology, 
jobs in Tuskegee, and other changes began with the Tuskegee Airmen. 
 
Lt. General Russell Davis, USSFR, said the success of the Tuskegee Blacks is why so many of them went on in civilian life to be profession-
als and have other careers after war.  Senior executives and generals are part of the legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen.  The Airmen set the bar 
high for Blacks of today.  Because of what was taught by African Americans and others, now things are better.  
 
Deputy Secretary of the Interior Scarlett spoke of Blacks fighting in the civil War and others wars for American freedom and of what the 
Black airmen did in World War II.  She said thee Tuskegee Airmen set the standard for the 1948 desegregation order of President Truman. 
 
Johnny Ford, Mayor of the city of Tuskegee, Alabama, along with the above speakers and others, cut the ribbon to open the Tuskegee Airmen 
National Historic Site.  Then there were tours of restored Hanger One, the hanger used in World War II.  In the evening, the Mayor pla7d the 
role of Lt. Colonel Benjamin O. Davis, Jr.  In the “Lonely Eagles” play, subtitled “The Tuskegee Airmen meet Josephine Baker.”  Later, there 
was a jazz celebration, “Tuskegee Under the Stars” in the Downtown Square. 
 
The special event on October 11 was the evening “gala” featuring musician Lionel Richie, a native of Tuskegee, Alabama.  The event was 
sponsored by Friends of Tuskegee Airmen NHS, Inc. at a downtown hotel.  Lt. General Russell C. Davis, President of the Tuskegee Airmen, 
Inc. is also the Chairman of the Board of Directors of Friends of Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.  At the gala, Davis and others spoke. 
 
Earlier in the day, the “Lonely Eagles” program was held.  
It included “DODO” George Taylor’s ashes scattering, 
Ken Rapier, Victor Crosswell, and Keith Renfroe and a 
wreath-laying  ceremony.  This program is written about 
in another article in the Flight Plan.  
 
On October 12, there was a special convocation chapel 
service at the University chapel, followed by a brunch.  
On this day, as well as on the three  preceding days, there 
were tours, audiovisual presentations, a static civilian-and 
military  aircraft display, panel discussions, and talks. 
 
“DODO”s spotted by the writer at one-or-more of the 
events, and there may have been others not spotted, were 
John Rogers, Julius Echols, Laura Banks, James and 
Willeen Williams, Joyce and Debbie Moran, Joan Taylor, 
and of course, the writer, Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez was 
there. 

Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez at Moton Field, Tuskegee, Alabama.  Photo courtesy 
of Susan Chatman. 
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 AOPA ready to work with Obama administration 

By AOPA ePublishing staff 

The nation’s vote to elect Sen. Barack Obama as the forty-fourth president of the United States 

made history. 

“AOPA congratulates Senator Obama on this historic victory,” said AOPA President Phil Boyer. 

“We’ve already begun putting our top general aviation issues in front of Obama, starting with 

the presidential candidate questionnaire that we sent earlier this fall.” 

AOPA brought issues such as FAA funding, aviation safety, air traffic control modernization, 

and GA security to the forefront during the campaign season because Obama will be picking 

new leadership for the Department of Transportation and Department of Homeland Security. Both departments have a direct influence on GA. 

Obama also will play a key role in selecting the next FAA administrator. Bobby Sturgell has served as acting administrator since Marion Blakey 

completed her five-year term in September 2007. Obama’s nominee will have to be confirmed by Congress. 

“AOPA has started identifying who might comprise the Obama team, and we’ve been making them aware of issues important to our mem-

bers,” Boyer said. 

Regarding user fees, Obama has not explicitly dismissed the possibility of future charges. “I believe we must continue to use an appropriate 

mixture of reasonable taxes and fees to fund the FAA,” Obama wrote in response to AOPA’s presidential candidate questionnaire. 

While it is not known whether the new administration will push for user fees as heavily as the Bush administration did, it is certain that AOPA 

and the general aviation community will be competing for limited federal funds in the wake of a huge federal deficit. 

Some of that funding is needed for ATC modernization, and Obama’s administration will play a critical role in that process. He told AOPA, “I 

am firmly opposed to privatizing the air traffic control system, and I believe that air traffic control is a government function.” 

Obama applauded pilots’ voluntary use of AOPA’s Airport Watch program to enhance GA security. 

“I believe that our country must continue to be vigilant in strengthening our homeland security, and I applaud the efforts of general aviation 

users to ensure that our airports and skies remain safe through efforts such as Airport Watch,” Obama wrote. “As president, I will work with the 

general aviation community to ensure that security regulations are implemented in partner-

ship with aircraft users and that we do not implement one-size-fits-all policies that under-

mine the strength of the general aviation industry.” 

“It’s a positive sign that Obama recognizes the value of Airport Watch and pilots’ efforts to 

keep the skies safe,” said Boyer. “But AOPA won’t let its guard down. We will oppose any 

proposed security action from the administration that could unfairly restrict general aviation 

or create an undue burden for pilots.” 

AOPA will continue to advocate on behalf of its 415,000 members and establish and 

strengthen relationships as the Obama team is announced. 

 

November 5, 2008 

Happy Thanksgiving  
From:  The Hoosman’s  
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Barack Obama  
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