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Carrying on the legend and teaching young people about the opportunities in aviation.

Local aviation pioneer inducted into Portland museum
McMINNVILLE, Ore. - Col. Lawrence Campbell Jr. was one of five aviation pioneers to be inducted into the Oregon Aviation Hall of Honor Oct. 21.
An Anchorage resident, Campbell died March 30, 1992.
Campbell was inducted along with Brig. Gen. Staryl Austin, Col. James Church, the late Maj. Gen. Chester McCarty and
the late Nevilles “Jim” Walker.
Each of these men had roots in Oregon. Each made a significant contribution to the aviation industry.
Campbell was my father-in-law, and though I never met him, sitting in this vast building under the tail of the gigantic
Spruce Goose, I was impressed by the visions of his career, and the family bonds that still run strong more than a decade after his death.
As a young boy in Oklahoma, Campbell fell in love with airplanes. He built models and studied pictures of various flyers
of the day.
But he never really dreamed of being a pilot. That happened on a fluke.
During the early days of World War II, his family moved to Oregon. He
graduated high school and entered college at the University of Oregon,
studying electrical engineering.
In 1944, Campbell had a friend who took the test to enter flight school.
Campbell went along for fun. He passed; his friend didn't.
Campbell entered into the Army Air Corps, and during the World War II
years learned to fly a variety of planes. He was a Tuskegee airman, a
member of a group of the military's first black airmen. At the time, many
people thought that black men lacked the intelligence, skill, courage and
patriotism to fly in the military.
Campbell learned to fly the AT-6 prop planes at the Tuskegee Institute in
Alabama. He attended advanced flight training at Randolph Air Field, learning to fly the famed P-47 Thunderbolts. He transferred to Williams Air Field
in Arizona to pilot the P-51 Mustang.
Continue on page: 4
Young Lawrence Campbell Jr. stands on the
wing of an aircraft during his early days as a
member of the Tuskegee Airmen of the Army
Air Corps. Shortly after this photo, Campbell
became the first black man to fly a jet in the
military. Photo courtesy of the Campbell family
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CALENDAR OF

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

Election of Officers
November 20th
@ 6:30PM
Chapter Meeting
Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

December 8th
Young Eagles

Gary-Chicago Airport
***
December 11th

***

6:30PM - 8:30PM
TAI Director Meeting

November 22nd
Thanksgiving Day

Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

***
December 1st
@ 12:30PM - 4:30PM
Officers Installation
Brunch
Harambee House

***
December 18th
@ 6:30 PM
Chapter Meeting
Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

November 5th, 1974
Black Caucus upped to
17
***

November 9th, 1731
Benjamin Banneker,
Mathematician
And Surveyor Born
***

November 15th 1787
Genesis of AME Church
***

All General Meetings will be
held at the New Chicago
Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island
HOTLINES
CHAPTER HOTLINE:
(312) 409-3624
CHICAGO YOUNG EAGLES
HOTLINE: (312) 409-5621
GARY YOUNG EAGLES
HOTLINE: (888) 235-9824
(888) 2FLY—TAI
Note: Don’t forget to call the
Young Eagles Hotline after
7:30 a.m. on the morning of a
flight for any cancellations.
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National
Office
1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130
Arlington, VA 22209
(703) 522-8589

Note:

November 21st, 1865
Shaw University Opened
in North Carolina

November 22nd, 1948
Yale Football Team
Named Levi Jackson Captain
***

November 23rd, 1897
Cigarette Roller Patented
By J. A. Sweeting
***

November 24th, 1957
Jim Brown, Cleveland
Browns Set Record For
Yards Gained
***

November 30th, 1918
369th African American
Infantry Regiment
Praised

Officers Installed:
Bev Dunjill – President
Kenneth Rapier - 1st Vice
President
Maj. Duane Hayden - 2nd Vice
President
Camile Chappell - Recording
Secretary
TBA - Corresponding Secretary
Vincent Saunders, III Treasurer
Moses Jones - Assistant
Treasurer
Judge Earl Strayhorn Parliamentarian
Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez Historian
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E-Mail Column
Flight Plan Publisher EMAIL is ehoosman@sbcglobal.net

Continue from Cover Page:

Campbell was selected to join a unique unit of Tuskegee men to
see if they could fly jets. He graduated from the U.S. Air Force
Fighter Pilot School at Williams Air Force Base in 1948. The man
with the highest score was to be the first black man to fly a
fighter jet in the military.
At the end of the course, Campbell's score tied with another. The
right call of a coin toss awarded Campbell the honor.
After the war, then-1st Lt. Campbell left the military, returning to
school at the University of Portland in Oregon. He joined the Air
National Guard, becoming the flying safety officer for the 403rd
Troop Carrier Wing at Portland Air Base.
He married Dolores in 1952. Campbell briefly worked as an analyst for Boeing in Seattle before taking a job with the Civil Aeronautics Board, which later became the National Transportation
Safety Board, the federal organization that investigates airplane
accidents.
It was 1953, and while his job was to investigate plane crashes,
Campbell was mostly assigned to fill out paperwork. When a position came open in Alaska, he applied. He moved his family to Anchorage in January 1963.
In Alaska, Campbell was rarely in the office. He investigated some
of the state's most public air disasters, including the Alaska Air
crash in Juneau in 1971.
Campbell joined the Alaska Air National Guard, working his way up
to chief pilot and colonel. He organized and led relief missions after
the 1967 flood in Fairbanks. He flew the governor to see the vast
earthquake and tsunami damage that riddled the state in 1964.

Lt. Col. Campbell later became the first
black man in the nation to command a
National Guard base. A longtime Alaskan,
Campbell was inducted into the Oregon
Aviation Hall of Honor Oct. 21. Photo courtesy
of the Campbell family

In 1967, Campbell was offered a job with NTSB in Washington, D.C. He declined. He felt he and his family
wouldn't have had the opportunities they had here.
A colonel in the early 1970s, Campbell became the first black man in the nation to assume command of a National Guard unit.
I never met my father-in-law. All that I know of him are the stories told around the
dinner table or while his sons are grappling over a mechanical problem. One laughs
and says, “You remember that time when dad �”
There are other stories; the not-so-happy ones.
Campbell overcame the culture of the time. He was a part of a test group to see if blacks had enough sense
to fly, let alone have the gumption to keep up with a jet.
Even dressed in his crisp uniform, officers' bars on his shoulders, a lot of restaurants wouldn't serve him in
the main seating area. The generous ones told him to go around back, they'd serve him in the kitchen.
Continue on page: 5
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In Seattle, with the NTSB, he was the only black man on staff,
and often the only man in the office and not in the field. And
that job offer in the nation's capital? He knew what that was
about. He was one of only a handful of blacks in the Civil Aeronautics Board, and likely had the most experience after years of
working in Alaska.
In Anchorage, Campbell filed � and won � an antidiscrimination complaint against a supervisor who transferred
here from the Lower 48. Campbell quit soon after.
Even today, in the display of past commanders that line the
wall of the Kulis headquarters building, Campbell's photo is the
only one that doesn't represent an older white man.

Photo/Melissa Campbell/AJOC

He was honored locally. In 1992, just weeks before he died, he
received the Alaska Legion of Merit Medal, the state's highest
military honor.
Campbell didn't modernize Oregon airports, fly combat missions
or create those toy balsa wood planes like the others inducted

that day.
Still, with all his accomplishments and contributions, you won't find Lawrence Campbell Jr. in any of a dozen
variations in a Google search.
He's not listed in the online rolls of Tuskegee airmen, not mentioned in the Smithsonian Museum or Boeing's
Museum of Flight.
He didn't do it for the recognition. I believe he did it because it's what he loved to do. I believe he did whatever he thought was best for his family.
I see the pride in his children and his widow. They know what he did. One of his nieces nominated him for the
Hall of Honor. She knows. The tables were filled with family members.
I saw on the day of the induction how much they all still miss him.
Source: Melissa Campbell is the managing editor of the Alaska Journal of Commerce.
Web posted Sunday, November 4, 2007

Source: 1985 “Lonely
Eagles” Calendar
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The Difference Between Young And Old
A C-130 was lumbering along when a cocky F-16 flashed by. The jet jockey decided to show off.

The fighter jock told the C-130 pilot, "watch this! " and promptly went into a barrel roll
followed
by a steep climb. He then finished with a sonic boom as he broke the sound barrier.

The F-16 pilot asked the C-130 pilot what he thought of that.
The C-130 pilot said, "That was impressive, but watch this!"
The C-130 droned along for about 5 minutes and then the C-130 pilot came back
on and said "What did you think of that?"
Puzzled, the F-1 6 pilot asked, "What the hell did you do?"
The C-130 pilot chuckled. "I stood up, stretched my legs, went to the back, took a pee, then got a cup of coffee and a cinnamon
bun."
When you are young and foolish - speed and flashy may be a good thing.
Source: James Vourtsis

When you get older and smarter -- comfort and dull is not such a bad thing!!

AMEN!!!!!!!!!!!

Greetings All,
I'm sure many of you (who are local) may already be aware, but I was just informed that Tuesday, October 9th,
the Detroit Chapter lost Richard "Dick" Macon, a very significant member of this chapter. A very affable character in many peoples lives.
Dick, who overcame very critical injuries, as a result of being shot down during a strafing mission, was a
founding member of Tuskegee Airmen, Incorporated. He will be sorely missed. This e-mail is being typed with
very saddened key strokes.
Please take a look at the attachment, with a brief bio of Dick, that I "borrowed" out of the January/February
2003 Aloft magazine from the Museum of Flight.
Dick's life will be celebrated in two (2) "homegoing" services, over three (3) days. The first will take
place at 11am on Tuesday, October 16th at:
Westminster Church of Detroit
17567 Hubbell Ave. (at the corner of W. Outer Dr.)
Detroit, MI 48235
But, Dick desired interment at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia and so shall his desire be
granted. Therefore, a second service will take place on Thursday, October 18th. A bus has been scheduled to
transport attendees to and from the DC area. It will leave Detroit at 5:30 pm on Wednesday, October 17th. The
cost for transportation is $70. Details about accommodations or the Arlington service were not available at the
time of this e-mail distribution. But, ]
Continue on page: 7
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Continue from page 6:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Contact Detroit Chapter President Jim Edwards at 248-559-3542 or 248-910-6120 or Robert Birt at 734-497-2617.
Eric Palmer
Editor & Publisher
The Hawk's Cry II
Source:

Vince Saunders
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Young Eagles Column

Dateline: Saturday, November 10, 2007
Subject: Another Successful Young Eagles Rally
Celebration: Over 2000 Young Eagles flown at Gary!
Blessed with yet another fine weather day for Young Eagles flights, 38 youngsters were treated to flights by
pilots Butch Bejna, Vic Croswell, Steve Hammond, Andy James, Mark Odeen, Ken Rapier, Keith Renfroe,
Dan Skoda and Scott Taylor assisted by volunteers Don Clay, Clarence Holland, Rufus Hunt, Wil Johnson,
Karen Junior, Melvin Knazze, Marshall Knox, Bob Martin, Bob Mullins, Carl Robinson, LaVerne Shelton,
Rob Strickland, Welton Taylor, Karon Thompson, Mary Ward, Barb Werner, Milt Williams, and Paul Wilson. The Chicago bus was a noshow and left Julius Jackson standing on the corner of Roosevelt and Wabash without a ride. John Watkins from the Times joined us again to
do video interviews with the Tuskegee Airmen.
We now have the long awaited refrigerator for keeping beverages cold and everyone was delighted with the luncheon faire. The volunteers
and their pilots dined on a meal prepared by men and women. Delicious spaghetti by Barb Werner; Tasty hot wings by Karon Thompson;
Pot pies that were "off-the-hook" made by Don Clay and broccoli salad by Karon Thompson's brother-in -law
that was "off-the-planet". This report is not intended to be about food but Vic and Keith flew me up to Waukegan to pick up Tim's airplane after the rally and the only thing we talked about on the way up there was how
great all of the food was, including the doughnuts that Don Clay bought that seemed to be the size of your
head. A very special thanks to all of our chefs. I even asked our top chef, Rob Strickland not to cook anything because so many other volunteers were cooking. A good time was had by all. You just had to be
there. December 8th perhaps?
Happy Flyin'!
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP LOOKING FOR
SUPPORT
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American fighter
pilots, recently received the group's second congressional recognition. With the conclusion of Black History
Month, the group knows full well that its veterans are
dwindling in numbers. Hoping that the legacy will not die
with them, the nonprofit Tuskegee Airmen Inc. is looking
for dedicated people to join the organization and carry
out its mission of inspiring young people to achieve goals
and take on leadership roles in society.
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Tidbits
Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez
Tidbits loves celebrations of all kinds—even sad ones. But as she gets older and older, the sad ones have become more prevalent in her life. So it was a rarity to learn of not one, but two “DODO” fairly recent weddings.
Unfortunately, Tidbits invitation to Karen Corrothers’ wedding was, for some reason, returned to Karen. So
Tidbits missed that one. However, Karen was the source of knowledge of the other wedding, that of Velda
Wright. Tidbits was surprised because she had told Velda years ago that she wanted to be Velda’s flower girl (in
jest, of course, because Tidbits would be way to old for that). Velda called Tidbits to say she had expected to
tell Tidbits at the July “DODO” meeting. However, Tidbits was still recuperating from her 2006 auto accident
and was not present at the meeting.
Velda Wrights Wedding. Tidbits thanks “DODO” Melvin Knazze for transporting Tidbits to and from Velda’s wedding to Shane Keith
Hamberlin at the Château Bu-Sche in Alsip, Illinois on July 16.
Although Tidbits had attended and participated in a number of weddings, there were some things new to her. It was the first time Tidbits
had seen a “Bible Boy” at a wedding. The little boy, walking alone, carried a large Bible down the aisle, though this was not the Bible
used by the minister. Velda’s brother, Elder Wright from Alabama, was the minister who performed the marriage.
A number of the 20 wedding participants were related to each other, as well as to the bride and groom. The only music, excepting that
for the processions, was the song, “ I believe in you and me, “ powerfully sung by Wendy McElroy. The “father of the bride, “ or the
man who walked Velda to the altar, was non other than “DODOD” President t Beverly Dunjill.
The large post wedding dinner room was adjacent to the also large room where the seated guests witnessed the marriage. The wedding
ceremony was performed in an outdoors garden, entered by the wedding party from the room where the guests were seated.
Following the wedding, guests including two tables of “DODO” people, refreshed themselves with liquids while the wedding party had
pictures taken outside. After Tidbits announced the entrance of the wedding party, a sumptuous meal was served, Velda encouraging the
guests to eat a lot.
Shane and Velda did the usual feeding of the wedding cake to each other and danced in elegant fashion. Only two men reached for
Velda’s garter after Shane had removed it from her leg and thrown it. And then the men threw it back and forth to each other.
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Gratitude is something of which none of us can give too much. For on
the smiles, the thanks we give, our little gestures of appreciation, our
neighbors build up their philosophy of life.
---A.J. Cronin

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.
P.O. Box 19063
Chicago, IL 60619-0063

