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CALENDAR OF

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

October 9th
6:30PM - 8:30PM
TAI Director Meeting

Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island
***
October 13th
Young Eagles

Gary-Chicago Airport
***
October 16th @ 6:30 PM
Chapter Meeting
Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

November 10th
Young Eagles

Gary-Chicago Airport
***
November 13th
6:30PM - 8:30PM
TAI Director Meeting

Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island
***
November 20th @ 6:30PM
Chapter Meeting
Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

All General Meetings will be
held at the New Chicago
Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

HOTLINES
CHAPTER HOTLINE:
(312) 409-3624
CHICAGO YOUNG EAGLES
HOTLINE: (312) 409-5621
GARY YOUNG EAGLES
HOTLINE: (888) 235-9824
(888) 2FLY—TAI
Note: Don’t forget to call the
Young Eagles Hotline after
7:30 a.m. on the morning of a
flight for any cancellations.
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National
Office
1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130
Arlington, VA 22209
(703) 522-8589

Note:

Ethel Waters Died @ 77
September 1st, 1977
***

First African American
National Convention
September, 20th, 1830
***

Church Bombed
in Birmingham, AL
Killing Four African
American Girls
September 6th, 1963

John Conyers Registered
at Annapolis
September 21st, 1872

***

Dr. Ralph Bunche Receives Nobel Peace Prize
September 27th, 1950

Ethiopian Leader,
Haile Selassie 1,
Dethroned
September, 11th, 1974
***

French Abolish Slavery In
Their Possessions
September, 16th, 1848

***

***

Thurgood Marshall
Nominated To
The U.S. Circuit Court Of
Appeals
September 23rd, 1961

Officers Installed:
Bev Dunjill – President
Kenneth Rapier - 1st Vice
President
Maj. Duane Hayden - 2nd Vice
President
Camile Chappell - Recording
Secretary
TBA - Corresponding Secretary
Vincent Saunders, III Treasurer
Moses Jones - Assistant
Treasurer
Judge Earl Strayhorn Parliamentarian
Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez Historian

3

E-Mail Column
Flight Plan Publisher EMAIL is ehoosman@sbcglobal.net
Owens to travel around the world in single engine
aircraft

Eight high school students attended the Gary Flight Academy under the direction of Mike Askew (United) and Karl Nero (SkyWest) with assistance from
volunteer instructors Vic Croswell, Rufus Hunt, Moses Jones, Ken Rapier,
Keith Renfroe, Marvin Robinson and Rob Strickland. The student activities
included a field trip to Atlantic Aviation, a tour of the Gary CFR (crash/fire/
rescue) facility, career presentations given by Joyce Scott (FAA), Scott
Embry (Gary ATC Tower) and flight simulator instruction. The Gary Flight
Academy was held at the Gary-Chicago International Airport in the Tuskegee
Airmen Headquarters from June 29 - July1. At the conclusion of the program
several of the cadets expressed a desire to further investigate an aviation
career. Mission accomplished.
Happy Flyin'!
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program

Source: Waterloo Courier

By Jason Lewis
OW Staff Writer
Aviator Lee Owens is attempting to make history by becoming the first African
American to fly around the world, solo, in a single engine aircraft. Owens will
make this voyage in honor of the Tuskegee Airmen.
Owens will fly a P51-D Mustang, which was one of the aircrafts used by the Tuskegee Airmen to fly combat missions during WWII.
Owens is working hard to make sure that everybody remembers the Tuskegee
Airmen.
“They are the Martin Luther King and Jackie Robinson of their time,” Owens says.
“They paid the price. They showed that they could do it as well, and better, than
the white pilots.”
Many facts about the Tuskegee Airmen have been forgotten. As a group the
Tuskegee Airmen had the highest scores on the entrance exams. They also never
lost a single bomber on a mission. According to Owens, a typical mission would
have anywhere from 50 to 300 bombers, and about a third of them would be
lost. So it is unique that the Tuskegee Airmen never lost a single bomber when
the loss rate was so high for the white pilots.
Owens does not want the memories of these great pilots to be lost.
“Kids know who 50 Cent or Nelly is, but they do not know much about these
great men,” Owens said. “These men are outstanding humanitarians.”
Owens is raising money for his flight through his non-profit organization, the Lee
Owens Foundation. The financial budget for the flight is about $750,000. So far
his foundation has raised nearly $400,000.
“If 15,000 people donated only $50, we would have enough for this mission,”
Owens says. “That’s just a dinner for two.”
Owens stresses that it is very important to have the proper funding so that the
mission can be done properly, and so these great men will always be remembered.
Owens says that a portion of the money will be used for scholarships to send
students to school. He says that he would like to give out money to students who
want to become aviators, but he is open to giving scholarships to anybody that
meets the criteria, even if they do not wish to go into aviation.
Owens believes that this mission will inspire children to strive for their goals.
“Not every child can be a rapper, football player, or a basketball player,” Owens
says. “Being an aviator does not require a person to run a 4.3-second forty-yard
dash time. Anybody who is dedicated can do it.”
Owens says that it is not just about inspiring children to become aviators, but to
inspire them to pursue whatever their dreams are.
“It is to show youth that they can do anything if they desire to do it,” Owens
says.
The route will start in Phoenix, and then will make stops in Tuskegee and New
York State before the toughest stretch on the route, over the Atlantic Ocean.
That will be about 2,200 miles over open water, and take between 17 to 21
hours.
Owens will land in Paris, and then fly to Sigonella AB, Sicily. At that location the
Tuskegee Airmen shot down their first enemy planes. Owens will drop 12 roses
for the 12 planes that the airmen shot down. Owens will then travel the same
route that the airmen traveled while escorting bombers to Berlin, Germany.
Continue on page 9:
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Educational Assistance Program 2007 Results
Written by the Educational Assistance Committee

The Chicago Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. established the Educational Assistance Program in 2003 (EAP) to grant financial awards of $1,000 and $1,500 to high school seniors who demonstrate the qualities of the 15,000 African Americans
who received aviation training at Tuskegee, Alabama from 1941 – 1948. Applicants should exemplify:
•
•
•
•
•

Vision of their own potential
Commitment to excellence, perseverance and service
Thirst for knowledge, personal growth and positive societal change
Honor and Integrity in actions and behaviors
Respect for self, others and the legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen.

To be eligible, the following criteria must be met:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

High school graduation in the spring of the current school year
Cumulative grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale
ACT composite of 18 or higher and/or SAT equivalent
An essay, double-spaced on one (1) page titled “The Tuskegee Airmen”
An essay, double-spaced on two (2) pages titled “I Am”
One letter of recommendation from a teacher, counselor or other academic official
One letter of recommendation from a non-academic individual or professional.

The 2007 Educational Assistance Committee, including Camille Johnson1, Debra Rice2, Charlie Richardson3 and Paul Wilson4, received 22 applications. Below are brief biographies of the 14 award winners.
Darius Ferguson – Morgan Park High School - $1,000 Academic Merit Award1
Darius graduated from Morgan Park High School. He plans to attend the University of Illinois in Chicago this Fall. Darius graduated
with a 3.6 grade point average. Darius worked on the school newspaper, was a school ambassador. He was a member of his churches
choir and basketball team. Darius has been described as a gifted, determined and strong minded individual.
Jaleesha Maury- Big Picture High School - $1,000 Academic Merit Award1
Jaleesha graduated from Big Picture High School. She has an excellent track record for academic achievement, as well as experience in
various internship programs. One such program is OUVZX Inc. (Learning the art and science of creating her own business.) Jaleesha has
received awards in perfect attendance, participated in the Joffery Ballet Chicago Strobal Step-Up Program, and still finds time to work.
Marcus Thomas Jr. – Hales Franciscan High School - $1,000 Academic Merit Award1
Marcus graduated from Hales Franciscan High School. He plans to attend The University of Illinois in Champaign in the Fall. Marcus
has earned many awards in the past four years. To name a few; The United States Army Science and Engineering Award, The Presidents
Volunteer Service Award, The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago and many others.
Zaynaib OLamide Giwa – Lane Tech High School - $1,000 Academic Merit Award2
Her name is Zaynaib OLamide Giwa, in Nigerian Zaynaib means "Desert flower" and Olamide means" My luck has arrived". She graduated from Lane Tech High School with a 3.55 GPA & 21 ACT. Ola has taken two advanced college prep courses at Roosevelt University
and is planning to attend the University of Illinois -Champaign-Urbana this fall. She has been a volunteer with La Rabida Hospital, BVM
Maternity School Tutor and Urban Art Retreat. She is described as highly motivated and academically gifted student.
Adam Addams- Chicago Military Academy Bronzeville - $1,000 Dr. Andrew S. Perez Award2
Adam Addams graduated from Chicago Military Academy-Bronzeville on the Honor roll for four years. His GPA was 3.7 & his ACT
was 25. He also earned the President's Scholarship award from the University Of Illinois, where he will be attending in the fall. Adam is
the Captain of the Chicago Public School Golf Clinic and is the first African-American Golfer to qualify for the Illinois State Championship Tournament. Adam has achieved top grades in the Honors and Advanced Placement classes and tutors college math and pre Calculus
classes. He is described as a highly intelligent young man who combines natural gifts with hard work to achieve success.
Continue on page 7:

6

Continue from page 6:

Nelson German – Homewood Flossmoor - $1000 Academic Merit Award
Nelson is interested in science and technology and will study engineering at Florida A&M University. He attributes to his parents his selfmotivation, character, intellect and faith. While attending the Pre-Freshman Program in Engineering Science at Chicago State University,
Nelson met corporate engineers, researched the planet Mars and built a robot out of Legos. Nelson is a member of the National Honors
Society (3.6 GPA), the Key Club, and the Spanish National Honors Society. He chaired the Christmas Toy Drive for the National Society
of Black Engineers, Jr. and plays center field and outfield at the Illinois Sports Academy.

Kristian Ashley King – Bogan Computer Tech - $1000 Academic Merit Award3
Kristian was a member of Bogan’s basketball, volleyball and softball teams and was also involved in the Spirit Club, Lettermen’s Club,
Yearbook, Choir and National Honor Society (3.8 GPA). On Saturdays she attended the University of Chicago’s Special Programs for
College Prep and volunteers on Sundays as an usher at New Hope Baptist Church. Kristian will attend University of Minnesota, Twin
Cities Campus, Minneapolis, MN.

Noel Susberry - Morgan Park High School - $1000 Academic Merit Award3
Noel is a determined student who is dedicated to dance. This fall, she will attend Duke University plan where she will major in English
and minor in dance.. An active member of Living Proof Teen Ministry at Elim Christian Church, she sings in the mass choir, teen choir
and helps in the nursery. She is a scholar (4.2 GPA), leader amongst her peers and co-authored a skit for teens. She was also a member of
the high school pompom team.

Derrick B. Clifton – Walter Payton College Prep - $1000 Academic Merit Award3
Derrick will attend Pomona College in Claremont, California. He has excelled in many areas, including the debate team which he joined
his sophomore year. He is dedicated to academics, thinking and continuous improvement (3.2 GPA). He also loves to write. As one of 2
captains of the Debate Team, he organized meetings and practices, counseled younger debaters and researched fundraising opportunities.
Robert H. Bates – St. Ignatius College Prep - $1000 Academic Merit Award4
Robert graduated from St. Ignatius College Prep. High School with a grade point average of 3.01 and an ACT score of 22. He was accepted and will attend Loyola University in Chicago. Robert did not let the diagnoses of a serious disease stop him from keeping his
grades up and going on to college.
Talia L. Smith – John Hope College Prep - $1000 Academic Merit Award4
Talia L. Smith graduated from John Hope College Prep. High School. She has a grade point average of 4.0 and an ACT score of 21. Talia
is a member of the National Honor Society and has received an academic achievement award; Social Science All Star Award, and Employee of the Month Award. Talia has participated in the Guest Services for the Chicago White Sox, the Chicago Bulls, and the Chicago
Black Hawks; also as a Giordano's Pizzeria Hostess.
Martin German – Homewood Flossmoor - $1000 Academic Merit Award4
Martin German graduated from Homewood Flossmoor High School with a grade point
average of 3.91 and an ACT score of 24. Martin is a member of the National Honor
Society, the Spanish National Honor Society; named Outstanding Junior in Science and is a member of the National Society of Black Engineers. He is a student leader in teaching and tutoring and is a student athlete in Baseball.
Christine M. Weathersby – Gwendolyn Brooks - $1000 Academic Merit Award4
Christina M. Weathersby graduated from Gwendolyn Brooks College Prep. High School with a grade point Average of 4.19 and an ACT
score of 26. She is a member of the National Honor Society; a Venture's Scholar and is listed in Who's Who among High School Students. Christine will attend the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana.
Rodrick Grant – Hirsch Metro - $1000 Academic Merit Award4
Rodrick Grant graduated from Hirsch Metro High School with a grade point average of 4.0 and an ACT score of 20. He is on the Honor
Roll; the A, B Honor Roll and has received certificates in Law, English, Math, Art, and Music. Rodrick is a member of the Office of Special Programs and participates in the Upward Bound, Big Buddies, and Youth Services programs. He will attend Western Illinois University.
In conclusion, the Educational Assistance Committee is proud of the accomplishments of these young adults. We are also proud that the
Chicago Chapter extended its reach to fourteen (14) high school seniors. It has been a pleasure to take the students to the next level of
life! We wish the award winners and their families the best in their future endeavors.
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Young Eagles Column

Saturday, September 8, 2007 was another fine day for flying. A perfect day to apply an ample dose of aviation to 38 deserving youngsters. Ten youngsters came with Chicago Police Officers in the CAPS program. One youngster arrived on the Chicago bus and all were
treated to Young Eagles flights by pilots Butch Bejna, Vic Croswell, Steve MacCabe, Ken Rapier, Keith Renfroe and Marvin Robinson. The
Young Eagles Volunteer Staff consisting of Don Clay, Wil Johnson, Moses Jones, Melvin Knazze, Carol MacCabe, Bob Martin, Denise
McCully, Bob Mullins, Carl Robinson, Rob Strickland, Barb Werner, Milt Williams and Paul Wilson assisted in the newly Karon Thompson
re-designed Young Eagles Operations Area. After the rally the pilots and volunteers dined on hamburgers and hot dogs grilled to perfection
by Rob Strickland, potato salad prepared by Barb Werner and chili casserole made by Karon Thompson. The day closed out with a Young
Eagles Volunteer Awards Presentation. Plan to join us for the next regular Young Eagles rally on Saturday,
October 13, 2007.

Happy Flyin'!
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP LOOKING FOR SUPPORT
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American fighter pilots, recently received the group's second congressional recognition. With the conclusion of Black History Month, the group knows full well that its veterans are
dwindling in numbers. Hoping that the legacy will not die with them, the nonprofit Tuskegee Airmen Inc. is
looking for dedicated people to join the organization and carry out its mission of inspiring young people to
achieve goals and take on leadership roles in society.

A perfect day to fly
By Steve Dunn/Gate City Managing Editor

Monday, July 23, 2007 4:55 PM CDT
Picture-perfect weather served as a welcome backdrop to the third and final day of the 17th annual L-Bird Convention outside of Keokuk
Saturday.
Held at Keokuk Municipal Airport-Lindner Field, the fly-in drew pilots from as far away as Australia and a curious crowd of spectators as formations of World War II and Korean War-vintage aircraft circled the airport in a cloudless, bright blue sky.
Pilots such as Bill Ross of Meridian, Miss., and Ken Rapier of Chicago provided links to aviation history as well.
Ross's relatives, Fred and Al Key, set the world record for staying aloft in an airplane in 1935, a mark that stood until spacecraft started
orbiting the earth. The Keys stayed aloft in a Curtis-Robbins monoplane called “Ole Miss” for 27 days, or 653 hours and 34 minutes.
Aided by an air-to-air refueling system, the Keys flew an estimated 52,320 miles or twice the distance around the earth while averaging a
speed of 80 miles per hour.
They used about 6,000 gallons of gas and 300 gallons of oil in the sustained flight, which still stands as a record for conventional aircraft.
They landed at the Meridian airport on July 1, 1935, with a crowd of 30,000 to 40,000 people on hand. The Meridian airport was renamed
Key Field in their honor.
Both of the Keys served in World War II and contributed to the design of the B-17 Flying Fortress bomber.
With more than 7,000 hours of flight under his own belt, Ross started flying in 1955 as a high school student.
“I have always loved flying,” he said. “My relatives (the Keys) ran the Meridian airport at the time.”
Continue on page 11:
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A SPECIAL NOTE FROM OUR PUBLISHER
I apologize for not publishing the Flight Plan for the past few months. However, In order for
us to enhance on our monthly TAI Flight Plan. I would appreciate your ideas, submission of articles and comments to help improve our chapter’s Tuskegee Airmen Flight Plan. We appreciate
your cooperation.
Please submit all items to be considered to:
Emmit Q. Hoosman
TAI Flight Plan Publisher
ehoosman@sbcglobal.net

Continue from page 5:
Source: JG-TC Sunday

Continue from page: 4

From there Owens will fly through parts of Russia,
which will be tough because there are not many
places to refuel. He will then end up in Alaska, and
have stops in Seattle, Reno, Long Beach, and then
his trip will end in Phoenix, where it began.
The trip will take between 16 and 20 days. Owens
does stress that there could be some dangers. The
plane will not have any icing equipment. Since it is
a single engine airplane, if the engine goes out he
will have to make an emergency landing. That will
be a major concern over the Atlantic Ocean and
over large mountain ranges. But Owens is extremely confident, and he notes that the trip has
been done 110 times before, so he can do it.
Owens said that he will be well received at each
layover. He will be flying into friendly areas, and
will hold a press conference at each location. Each
layover will be long enough for
him to get some sleep.
“I’m not trying to lollygag; I’m there to eat, sleep,
and get out of there.”
Donations can be made by contacting Owens at
(623) 206-6248, Archie Welch, the Director of
Fundraising, at (602) 268-8422, or at
www.LeeOwensFoundation.org.
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Tidbits
Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez
Dr. Andrew S. Perez Aviation Award clarification
When Tidbits initiated an award in honor and memory of “DODO” Dr. Andrew S. Perez, she did give a statement naming the award at the same time that the initial award donation was made. Apparently, a question has
lately been raised about whether the award should be given to a “DODO” award applicant whose stated goal is
not aviation per se. Therefore, Tidbits is writing this to let everyone in the “DODO” chapter know the purpose
of the award.
The award is not called in aviators award. Hence, it is not required that the applicant be a future pilot, but someone interested in a field
where the skills and knowledge learned or acquired are those which could be useful in the field of aviation. In other words, the applicant’s goal could be to be a pilot, but not necessarily so.
The “DODO” chapter has some outstanding members who served as pilots in World War II. For example, we have Bob Martin, George
Taylor, and Shelby Westbrook. We have and have had other members who were trained in aviation, but not as pilots. They were trained
as mechanics, gunners, bombardiers, instructors and in other ancillary capacities. Andrew Perez, himself, though trained as a pilot, received his wings as a gunner because he was transferred to gunnery school in Florida after an attack of appendicitis shortly before his
pilots’ class graduated. Andrew also majored in physics and mathematics and taught both of these subjects before earning his doctorate
in optometry after World War II.
Thus the purpose of the Andrew S. Perez Aviation Award is to provide financial assistance to an applicant who meets the grade-point and
other requirements for a “DODO” award and whose goal is to enter a subject area (such as engineering, mathematics, physics, or other
technical field) where skills or knowledge needed or helpful in aviation are taught.
Currently, the award is $1,000 annually. This amount is to be supplied by Tidbits until the previously supplied $30,000 (not including
the $1,000 already supplied for 2007, though as of this writing not yet awarded) engenders enough interest such that the annual $1,000
award can be provided from the interest alone. Thus, the $30,000 serves as an endowment to perpetuate the award. Eventually, as the
interest mounts, the value of the award to an applicant could increase to more than $1,000, as has been the case once before.
The “DODO” treasurer, currently Vincent Saunders, understands that the Dr. Andrew S. Perez account is to be kept separate from the
general “DODO” treasury, which his why he always list the account separately in his treasury reports.
Widows of the “Originals” Congressional Awards Update.
Shortly after Tidbits wrote of the Congressional awards replicas for widows, in a previous Flight Plan, Tidbits received a phone call from
Bob Rose, our Regional head, who informed her that no more of the Congressional Gold medal replicas, of which 400 had been donated
by an anonymous person or source, were available. He also told her that he had received no names of widows from the “DODOD” chapter. This means that, unless something new has occurred that Tidbits is not aware of, widows who have not received replicas and who
wish them must pay for them. Bob Martin had told Tidbits at the “Spring Fling” that the cost of a replica is $38 plus.
Bob Rose repeated that amount, but said he would send out information on how those who wished a replica would send for one. Tidbits
saw nothing about that in the previous Flight Plan, that is, the May or June issues. So unless this information is in the July Flight Plan or
is announced a “DODO” meeting, Bob Rose or the National TAI will have to supply more information on how to get a replica.

Military Humor

innovation!
During the heat of the space race in the 1960s, the U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration decided it needed a ball point pen to write with in the zero gravity confines of its space capsules. After considerable research and development, the Astronaut Pen was developed at a cost of about US $1 million. The pen
worked and also enjoyed some modest success as a novelty item back here on earth.
The Soviet Union, faced with the same problem, used a pencil.
Source: Aviation Humor.com
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Continue from page 8:
Ross and three others formed the Joint Liaison Formation Coalition (JLFC) about 15 years ago so that liaison pilots could qualify to fly in
waivered airspace.
“During World War II liaison aircraft were the most feared (aircraft) by enemy ground troops because they were the eyes and ears of the
U.S. artillery, and they operated off mud fields, dirt roads and unimproved runways,” Ross said.
During the Korean War, L-17s were used for the same purpose as well as to take wounded soldiers off the battlefield and fly supplies and
ammunition to the front lines. Fifty-caliber machine guns were installed on some of the L-17s, according to Ross.
He also has served as a formation instructor for about 15 years.
“We have clinics all over the U.S. where we teach people (how to fly in formations), and we don't charge,” he said.
“Formation flying requires a high degree of discipline because you are sitting a few feet from another plane and it's extremely unforgiving, but it actually makes you a better pilot,” he added.
Normally, a pilot can safely get within 12 to 15 feet of another plane while flying in formation. Hand signals are used to communicate
with other pilots in the formation.
Ross and his wife own a 212-acre flying
community in Meridian with about 15
people and airplanes. They came to the
L-Bird Convention in an Air Stream
trailer and planned to head to the Oshkosh Air Show in Oshkosh, Wis., on
Sunday. The latter event draws 10,000
planes and 50,000 campers, according
to Ross.
Rapier and three other AfricanAmerican pilots from the New Generation Chapter of the Tuskegee Airman
are tying to keep the memory of the
Tuskegee Airman alive. The famous
African American flying group flew P51
fighters and escorted bombers during
World War II. There were 996 graduates of the 332nd Fighter Group, and
66 Tuskegee Airman died in combat,
according to Rapier.
“They (the Tuskegee Airman) got the
Congressional Gold Medal this year,”
Rapier said. “They never lost a bomber
to enemy aircraft that they flew escort
for.”
Rapier's cousin, Gordon Rapier of Columbia, Md., was a member of the Tuskegee Airmen.
Formation flying was used during World
War II to get planes from one point to
another as quickly as possible, Ken Rapier said. There also was safety in numbers when planes flew in formation.
A pilot for 34 years, Rapier learned to
fly as a civilian at Midway Airport in
Chicago. While he has attended five LBird Conventions, his cohort, Keith
Renfroe, was at the Keokuk fly-in for
the first time to qualify for formation
flying. Other members of the Chicago
Tuskegee Airmen's group at the L-Bird
Convention were Victor Croswell and
Marvin Robertson.
◄ Insert source: Bev Dunjill
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Source:
Aviation Humor.com
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