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Carrying on the legend and teaching young people about the opportunities in aviation.

FAA slaps Chicago in final decision on AOPA complaint
City to pay $1.6 million for illegally destroying Meigs Field airport

Chicago will pay a $33,000 fine for illegally tearing up Meigs Field airport without proper notification. And the
city will have to repay $1 million of airport funds that Mayor Richard M. Daley illegally diverted from O'Hare
and Midway airports to give to the destruction contractors.
And with the more than $550,000 the city has already spent attempting to fight the fine and repayment,
hopless Chicago taxpayers are out close to $1.6 million, and they've lost a world-class airport that generated
$57 million a year in economic activity for the city.
The FAA announced the final settlement with the city Monday. The city admitted no wrongdoing.
"But this $1 million payment and $33,000 fine sends a clear signal to other cities that the FAA is serious
about upholding its regulations and that AOPA is serious about holding everyone's feet to the fire when it
comes to protecting airports," said AOPA President Phil Boyer. AOPA filed the original complaints that resulted in the fine and fund repayment.
"Many of us always thought that the civil penalty of $1,100 per day was 'chump change' to a city with the
budget of Chicago," said Boyer. "But whether he admits it or not, it shows that Daley violated FAA regulations and could have put aircraft at risk."
And for the future, it won't be chump change. That's because after Meigs, AOPA successfully lobbied Congress to increase the fine to $10,000 per day, to make it much more painful for another city to attempt a
midnight airport raid. Notice of the proposed closure must also be published in the Federal Register, so it
can't be done in the dark of night again.
The fine was because the city didn't provide the FAA with proper notice that it was closing the airport. The
regulations required 30 days' notice, unless it were an emergency.
Daley claimed it was, because the little lakeside airport was an immediate 'security threat' to Chicago. The
FAA, along with the citizens of Chicago, saw right through that bogus claim.
The $1 million repayment must be made from the city's general revenue, not airport funds. The FAA agreed
with AOPA that Chicago had illegally diverted airport revenue dedicated to airport improvements for airport
destruction.
Continue on Page 9:
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

October 10th @ 6:30PM
Board Meeting
Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

November 11th @ 6:30PM
Chapter Meeting
Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

***

***

***

November 14th @ 6:30PM
Board Meeting
Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

Church Bombed
in Birmingham, AL
Killing Four African
American Girls
September 6th, 1963

***

***

All General Meetings
will be held at the New
Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

Ethiopian Leader,
Haile Selassie 1,
Dethroned
September, 11th, 1974

October 14th @ 9:00 AM
Young Eagles

Gary-Chicago Airport

***

Ethel Waters Died @ 77
September 1st, 1977

First African American National Convention
September, 20th, 1830
***

John Conyers Registered
at Annapolis
September 21st, 1872
***

October 17th @ 6:30 PM
Chapter Meeting
Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island

***

French Abolish Slavery In
Their Possessions
September, 16th, 1848

Dr. Ralph Bunche Receives Nobel Peace Prize
September 27th, 1950
***

Thurgood Marshall
Nominated To
The U.S. Circuit Court Of
Appeals
September 23rd, 1961

Note:
Officers Installed:
Bev Dunjill – President
Kenneth Rapier - 1st Vice President
Maj. Duane Hayden - 2nd Vice President
Camile Chappell - Recording Secretary
TBA - Corresponding Secretary
Vincent Saunders, III - Treasurer
Moses Jones - Assistant Treasurer
Judge Earl Strayhorn - Parliamentarian
Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez - Historian
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E-Mail Column
UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS: Flight Plan Publisher
NEW EMAIL is ehoosman@sbcglobal.net

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
MUSEUM GOING ONS
The Tuskegee Airmen National Historical Museum, Inc. is about to go through a grand transition that will position it for cultural education, amusement, and entertainment consideration for generations to come. The museum will be moving from its current location at the
Historic Fort Wayne on the southwest side of Detroit to a leased bay at the Coleman A.Young
International Airport (formerly Detroit City Airport). The move will allow the museum to
redevelop and expand its current display presentation and enlarge its offerings and also
establish new offerings. The museum has also been presented with a grand opportunity to
purchase a vintage working PT-17 Stearman. But, money is needed to make the purchase a reality. The fixed gear biplane, recognized as the primary trainer for the pioneering Tuskegee pilots, will not only be used as a static display prop for the museum, but also used to
give paid rides to patrons of the museum. The museum is asking that all TAI national members seriously consider giving a tax deductible charitable donation to help the museum make
the purchase of the plane.
Donations should be sent to the museum:
Tuskegee Airmen National Historical Museum, Inc.
P.O. Box 32549
Detroit, Michigan 48232
Checks or money orders should be made out to Tuskegee Airmen National
Inc. with a memo note stating: Contribution for PT-17.

Historical Museum,

To get more specifics about the airplane, expected purchase date, and price, contact the
Detroit Chapter President, Jim Edwards, at 248-559-3542. www.tuskegeeairmenmuseum.org
Reprinted with permission from the editor of "The Hawk's Cry" - The
Detroit Chapter's Newsletter.

Aug/Sep edition of the

The FAA and the EAA are looking for Tuskegee Airmen to speak informally to a couple of groups of handicapped students that will be
getting special Young Eagles flights. The programs begin at 8:30 AM. The first is a Gary Airport at the Burrell hangar on Wednesday
October 4, 2006. The other is at Pal-Waukee Airport at the Signature hangar on Wednesday, October 11, 2006. Refreshments will be
provided at each event. If you can make either or both events, you will be welcomed with open arms. For further information, call our
Regional Young Eagles Representative, Carol MacCabe, who is event coordinator and chapter member.
Happy Flyin'!
Ken

Tuskegee Airmen Jazz Lovers,
I learned last night from Public Radio's Richard Steele that John Watson is no longer with us. Some of you may remember the BB & P
All Stars featuring John's trombone at the 2004 Spring Fling.
Per the email below, John had cancer. Friday's homegoing service and obituary are inserted.
Debra E.

Obituary submitted by John Watson
Continue on page 5:
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John,
I'm listening to Richard Steele at this very moment on Public Radio. Is the John Watson he is honoring your father? If so, I'm saddened and stunned.
I remember him and his band from the Tuskegee Airmen Chicago fundraiser a few
years ago. He was a beautiful, charismatic man and a great musician.
He touched many lives. You and your family are in my thoughts and prayers.
Debra E.
Debra,
Good to hear from you.
Yes unfortunately that is him. I was also listening. He passed away last Thursday 9/7 from cancer.
Thank you for the kind words, thoughts and prayers. I miss him tremendously. It is a heavy
cross to bear, but as my father would say, I'm "hangin' tough".
I have attached an obituary that also has the funeral arrangements. Thanks again for the message.
John Watson
National VP of Operations/Chairman, Chicago Chapter Board of Directors
National Sales Network, An Association of African - American Sales Professionals
(ph) 1-877-NSN-1992
jwatjr@aol.com
www.nsnchicago.org
www.salesnetwork.org
John M. Watson Sr. was born on January 10, 1937 in Albany New York to Howard Sr. and Kathryn Watson. He was raised in Middletown, Ohio and graduated Middletown High School in 1954. Following graduation John served four years in the U.S. Army. After receiving an honorable discharge, John went on to earn a B.S. in Music Education from Miami University in Oxford Ohio in 1962. He was
a member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity and Phi Mu Alpha music fraternity.
John was a professional trombonist, actor and retired Chicago Public Schools teacher. He was a former member of the Count Basie Orchestra and Red Saunders Big Band. He played with such notable acts as Ella Fitzgerald, Tony Bennett, Nancy Wilson, Quincy Jones,
Joe Williams, The Jackson Five, The Temptations, The Four Tops, The Miracles, Stevie Wonder, Marvin Gaye, Aretha Franklin, Sonny
Stitt, Zoot Sims, and Martha and The Vandellas. His eleven movie credits included Soul Food (Uncle Pete), The Fugitive (Bones Roosevelt), Groundhog Day (Bartender) and Opportunity Knocks (Harold Monroe), along with roles in Gladiator, Hero, Only the Lonely, The
Public Eye, Hoodlum, and Natural Born Killers, and Madison. John’s theater credits included: the Tony award-nominated Steppenwolf
Theater Production of One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, during which he spent 9 months performing at the Royale Theater on Broadway;
August Wilson’s Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom and Two Trains Running; local productions of I’m Not Rappaport and The Lion and the
Jewel. He was a recipient of the prestigious Joseph Jefferson (“Jeff”) award for excellence in Chicago Theater for his work as conductor
of the Duke Ellington musical Jump for Joy. His television credits included a regular role on the series Early Edition, March in the Windy
City, Angel Street, The Untouchables, Missing Persons (pilot), and numerous commercials and voiceovers for both television and radio.
John retired from the Chicago Public School System after 33 years, serving as band director for Manley and Hirsch high schools. He also
taught band at CVS and Dunbar High Schools. For many years he could be heard playing each Saturday at Operation Breadbasket and
later Operation P.U.S.H. He served as Music Director of Operation P.U.S.H. during the mid 1970s. John continued to perform in numerous local and regional venues over the decades, entertaining audiences and garnering a loyal following across the Midwest. Most recently,
John played trombone and sang with Yoko Noge’s Jazz Me Blues Band, where he also served as musical director. He recorded five CDs
with the band.
In all he did, family was John’s foremost priority. Left to continue his legacy of love and service are his devoted wife of 43
years, Virginia; six children: Angela (Charles), John Jr. (Monica), Vikki (Clarence), Philip, Rebecca, David; nine grandchildren:
Amber, Evan, Jamila, Mercedes, Vanessa, Seffon, Clarence III, Olivia, Jaleel; one brother Ferman (Emma), one sister in law
Barbara, nieces Daneel and Delores Michelle (John), nephews Michael and Howard Anthony and a multitude of other family
members, friends, former students and esteemed colleagues. John passed away on Thursday, September 7, 2006.
Homegoing Services (all events will take place at Gatlings Chapel 10133 S. Halsted in Chicago):
Public Viewing

THURSDAY September 14, 2006

4:00 pm – 10:00 pm

Wake/Musical Tribute

FRIDAY September 15, 2006

10:30 am – 11:30 am

Funeral

FRIDAY September 15, 2006

11:30 am – 12:30 pm

Repast

FRIDAY September 15, 2006

1:30 pm – 4:00 pm
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2006 Tuskegee Airmen National Convention
By

Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez

•

I finally reached the JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort and Spa in Phoenix, Arizona by way of Lincoln, Nebraska and Denver, Colorado and, then, a stand-by flight, after my original Denver-to-Phoenix flight was cancelled. That was my frequent-flier-miles flight
luck.

•

“DODO” folks spotted during the convention were Thomas and Birdie Edwards, George and Joan Taylor, Bob and Odette Martin,
Gwendoleon White, LaVerne Shelton, Ella Billini, Duane Hayden, Quentin Smith, Rufus Hunt, and Bobbie M. Anthony-Perez. Annie Carroll, a “DODO” widow, was also there.

•

Also spotted were former “DODO” Young Eagle Kenyatta Ruffin and his wife.

•

Early Wednesday, August 2, three bus loads of conventioneers, escorted by seven motorcycles of police person, went to Luke Air
force Base in Arizona for the Tuskegee Airmen Airpark Dedication, an exhibit of planes flown by the Airmen in World War II, and
western-style luncheon featuring a western-style live band and singer. The dedication ceremony can be found on the 944th Fighter
Wing Web site at www.944w.afrc.af.mil.

•

The 2006 Lonely Eagles Ceremony, held after the return from Luke Air Force Base, memorialized “DODO”s Richard Highbaugh and
William Thompson, but not LuLu Westbrook. The singers from Tanner Chapel and Greater Bethel AME churches were truly inspirational.

•

The first general meeting consisted mostly of the approximately 1 ½ hours of oral reading of the 2005 convention minutes and the
corrections. Wow!!!

•

Some of the “DODO”s at the convention noticed that the “DODO”s group pictures were not in the convention program book. Did we
pay???

•

Dr. Epps of West Virginia State University stated that it was the first college authorized to have an aviation program and that some of
the graduates became Tuskegee Airmen.

•

TAI President Cora “Tess” Spooner reported on current expenses. She stated that the national office was closed and all precious
items carefully stored until another office is found. After a member’s request, Spooner stated the written report would be passed out
the next day. It was.

•

The Wednesday night reception featured more western-style food as was the case at the majority of events.

•

Several speakers on the Tuskegee Airmen Incorporated Air Force Junior ROTC described recruitment and the awards program and
presented an award to TAI President Spooner. The number of units has increased over 18%.

•

Mark Smith, Lt. Col. In the army and West Point Professor, told of the search to find out what happened to a relative in Italy during
the war. He is still searching.

•

Lt. Col. Gerald Torrena, Director of Operations, U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center, United States Army War College, in Virginia, said there was holdings of 15 million items (maps, manuscripts, veteran surveys, artifacts, military plans, etc.) a WWII core but
nothing about the Tuskegee Airmen. He wants to get heritage information.

•

The committee on Nominations reported that the TAI Historian Lt. Col. William Holliman, was not listed as a TAI presidential nominee because of the lateness of his application.
Continue on page 7:

6

Continue from page 6:

•

Central Region Chair, Bob Rose, told of the strategic planning retreat on the Bylaws analysis and recommendations. He stated that
the Bylaws should be clear and definite and in line with the Articles of Incorporation. This was found not to be the case for some
articles. The discussion led to establishment of two more meetings, including a very belabored late, late night meeting at which a
committee was set up to report back the next day on Bob Rose’s report and subsequent discussions. The next day a motion passed on
the Committee’s motion to table the bylaws and return them to the Bylaws Committee to review against the existing 2001 Bylaws and
the District of Columbia laws. After a process of Chapters’ consolidated input to Regional Presidents, the Regional consolidated revision would be sent to the National President. The Bylaws’ Committee final input to the National TAI Board would be revised at the
2006 December Board meet and, then, sent to all 2006 TAI members with a ballot for approval.

•

At the Youth Luncheon, slides of different summer camps were shown. One youth depicted Bessie Coleman Pratt-Whitney presented
its Golden Eagle scholarship award.

•

At the “High Tea” for women, the only agenda was eating, eating, and eating.

•

At the Central Region meeting, it was stated that 8 acres of Alabama land had been donated to TAI. Bob Rose was re-elected Central
Region President over the other nominee, Faye McDaniel. Other elected officials were ”DODO” Thomas Edwards and Kenneth
Wolfolk for the Nomination Committee, “DODO” Joan Taylor and Henderson Smith for the Noel Parrish Award Committee, and
Deneen Dickerson, Dr. Rodney Moore, and Gwendolyn McNeal as the primary Scholarship Committee members. The two alternates
were not nominated. The two announced TAI presidential candidates, Lt. Gen. (Ret.) Russ Davis and Lt. Col, Ralph Smith made remarks. Dr. Jackson of the University of California at Riverside spoke of the recent dedication of the Tuskegee Airmen archives at the
University. She said that because of the rapid rate of TAI deaths, its important that information be in the archives.

•

The candidates in the National TAI Election spoke to the combined regions, and/or else others spoke for them. Historian William
Holliman was nominated for first-vice president from the floor. Davis and Smith were nominated for president. Also nominated were
Dennis Mill (1st vice president), Marvin Williams (Parliamentarian), Sunnye Simpson (Recording Secretary) and Henry Moore (?
Historian). A motion was made to restore the office of corresponding secretary. Lisa Bratton was elected to the office by acclamation.

•

The military luncheon featured a military speaker and a drill team demonstration.

•

Earlier, regional and other awards were given and the TAI financial report was distributed. Later, a “profit and loss” brochure indicated that the “DODO”s were credited with $1,700. In the Financial Secretary Report, it was stated that the profit-and-loss statement
does not have a complete detail of expenses, but that the information was being updated. The 11-page report has detailed information
on many important items, including a motion (that passed) to move the fiscal year from July 31 to another date to be determined. A
number of chapters did not send in the annual Chapter Financial Report, including the required 10% of fundraising profits. The list
indicated that the Chicago “DODO” Chapter was delinquent. NOTE: a motion passed that all chapters not sending in the required
report by October 1 would be terminated.

•

At the closing banquet, it was announced that approximately 350 person attended the convention, the largest ever assemblage of African Americans in aviation. The Noel Parrish Award was presented to the TAI President Cora “Tess” Spooner. All seven members of
the International Black Aerospace Council presented awards. The members are: Bessie Coleman Foundation, Black Pilots of America, Negro Airmen International, Inc., Black Wings in Aviation, National Black Coalition of Federal Aviation Employees, Organization of Black Airlines Pilots, Tuskegee Airmen, Inc., and the U.S. Army black Aviation Association, Inc.

•

Lt. Gen. (Ret.) Russ Davis was announced as the new TAI President and the other candidates that were unopposed, were elected.

•

The banquet was called the C. Alfred Anderson Award banquet, after the Tuskegee Chief Flight Instructor, who developed the pilottraining program for the Institute.

•

The 2007 TAI Convention will be at the Gaylord Texan Resort and Convention Center. It has 1,511 guest rooms and is “minutes
from nearby historic Grapevine, “ is 20 minutes from downtown Dallas or Ft. Worth, and only 6 minutes from Dallas Ft. Worth International Airport.

Continue on page 8:
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Young Eagles Column

Young Eagles Outfox Weatherman
The forecast for Saturday, September 9th called for rain all day. Actual weather for the Young Eagles rally: Not a drop. Since the weather
was good for recreational flying, 51 Young Eagles were initiated by four dedicated pilots: Butch Bejna, Ken Lozin, Ken Rapier and Dan
Skoda. However the day was not without challenges . Our computer system locked up and the Chicago bus, with 25 youngsters on board
was stuck in traffic and didn't arrive until Noon. Once again our loyal volunteers: Grady Davis, Bev Dunjill, Mike Hill, Clarence Holland,
Julius Jackson, Willard Johnson, Moses Jones, Melvin Knazze, Bob Mullins, Carl Robinson, LaVerne Shelton, Rob Strickland, Barbara
Werner, Milt Williams, Dan Williamson and Paul Wilson held it all together after having a breakfast of coffee, tea or hot chocolate and Judi
Rapier's homemade banana muffins. After completing all of the flights at 3 PM, the committed group of pilots and volunteers dined on the
Subway turkey sandwiches that they missed so much while Rob Strickland barbequed all summer. We were visited by Frogs Club President
and commercial pilot ship and air, Bob Johnson, who was there to encourage youngsters to pursue their dreams. A good time was had by all
but Glynn White was not there to receive our fond farewell. We will miss her at the future Young Eagles rallies. We look forward to seeing
you at the next one on October 14th.

Happy Flyin'!
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP LOOKING FOR SUPPORT
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American fighter pilots, recently received the group's second congressional recognition.
With the conclusion of Black History Month, the group knows full well that its veterans are dwindling in numbers. Hoping that the
legacy will not die with them, the nonprofit Tuskegee Airmen Inc. is looking for dedicated people to join the organization and
carry out its mission of inspiring young people to achieve goals and take on leadership roles in society.
Continue from page 7:

I hope that Dallas will be cooler than Phoenix, where
the temperature was about 100. I stayed a day later
to get a (frequency-flier of course) direct flight to
Chicago and literally had to stop walking to a hotel,
near the one where I was staying close to the airport,
because of the very intense heat. I had wanted to get
postcards, as there were none in the Holiday Express,
nor in the next-door-to-it Hilton Garden Inn. I wonder if hotels in Phoenix have postcards, as there were
also none in the convention hotel. However, the
Marriott did have free fancy stationery and mailed
letters free. I was also surprised that the former two
hotels had “gift shops” with no gifts, only manufactured snacks. I brought back a number of documents
so that “DODO”s who wish could read more of the
interesting details about the TAI happenings between
the 2005 and 2006 TAI conventions. In particular,
there is one called “Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site Collection Call, Resource Request Form.
Photographs, uniforms, headgear, fliers, announcements, or other materials “that might be pertinent to
the Tuskegee Airmen are desired.
Photo: JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort and Spa in Phoenix, Arizona
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"One million dollars won't break Daley's budget," said Boyer, "but it is a significant number, particularly coupled
with the more than half-a-million dollars in city legal fees
"Diverting airport revenue for nonairport purposes is a serious breach of the contract between the city and the
federal government and, ultimately, the taxpayers," said Boyer. "The taxpayers have paid this money to build a
national airport system, and this slap down of Chicago shows that we take that contract seriously."
Boyer had strong praise for the FAA for taking this principled, and politically difficult, stand against a powerful
city and mayor.
"While AOPA is often on the other side of the fence relative to many FAA issues, their airports division has truly
shown a backbone in recent years," Boyer said. "They have stood firm in enforcing the terms of the federal
grant process that has given our nation the best network of both commercial service and general aviation airports in the world."
Mayor Daley had tried to close Meigs Field for years to turn it into city park No. 552. AOPA had successfully lobbied the Illinois legislature
and brokered a number of
deals that held off Daley for
at least five years.
Then, under the cover of
darkness on March 30, 2003,
Daley ordered heavy equipment through the airport
fence to carve huge trenches
in the runway. The city even
blinded a Web camera aimed
at the airport so the world
couldn't see what was happening.
That's what led to the fine
and repayment announced
Monday.
And while it cost the nation
an airport, it also led to
AOPA's creation of the Airport
Support Network to protect
other airports and AOPA lobbying for the "Meigs Legacy"
amendment, which increased
substantially the penalties
against any future mayor or
airport sponsor that might be
tempted to "pull a Daley."
For more on the history of
Meigs and AOPA's efforts to
save it, see "Meigs Field —
one year later."
Source: AOPA

Continue on Page 10:
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Submitted by: Michael Hill
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This photo was taken by a soldier in Afghanistan of a helo rescue mission. The pilot is a PA Guard guy who flies
EMS choppers in civilian life. Now how many people on the planet you reckon could set the rear end of a chopper
down on the roof top of a shack on a steep mountain cliff and hold it there while soldiers load wounded men in
the back??? If this does not impress you ... nothing ever will. Gives me the chills and a serious case of the
vertigo ...I can't even imagine having the nerve . much less the talent and ability ..God Bless our military!!!!!
Submitted by: Vince Saunders

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.
P.O. Box 19063
Chicago, IL 60619-0063

