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Carrying on the legend and teaching young people about the opportunities in aviation.  

 

Chicago DODO Chapter,  

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.®  

 
Tuskegee Airmen  

Greet  
Kimberly Anyadike 

 
 
Thursday, July 9, 2009 
 
15 year old Kimberly Anyadike, student with Tomorrow's Aeronau-
tical Museum, returning to Compton, CA with OTA Levi Thornhill 
and safety pilot Ronell, stopped at the Gary-Chicago International 
Airport to be taxi escorted by Vic Croswell and Ken Rapier in the 

two Redtail Cherokees, to the Gary Jet Center to be received by 
Chicago Chapter Tuskegee Airmen, Vic Croswell, Bev Dunjill, 
Jean Dunjill, Rufus Hunt, Elton Jackson, Everlean Jackson, Hil-
ton Joseph, Moses Jones, Ken Rapier, Quentin Smith, Olawton 
Wilkerson, 30 young men from the 3rd Chicago Police District 
Chicago Youth Leadership Academy and a cadre of news report-
ers.  The news media represented were CLTV, Fox News, Lake 
Shore News, WGN News, the Chicago Tribune and the Gary 
Post-Tribune.    
 

Continue on page:  7     
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Mission Statement 
 

"The Chicago “DODO” Chapter of TAI is a 501(c) (3) charitable 
   organization whose mission is to perpetuate the historic legacy of 

   the Tuskegee Airmen and to encourage and assist minority youth in 

   pursuing post-secondary education and careers in the aerospace 
   industry." 

 
Publisher 

 
Emmit Q. Hoosman 

24533 Rockefeller Court 
Plainfield, IL  60544 

ehoosman@sbcglobal.net 
 

Questions, comments or feedback on the Flight Plan 
please direct to: 

 
Emmit Q. Hoosman 

(312) 656-5940 
ehoosman@sbcglobal.net 

 
Please submit all articles or pictures no later than the 25th 
of each month.  Articles will be accepted via fax, as well as 
via email or in other electronic form.  Pictures and other 
items can be mailed by the above deadline; also  preferred 
to receive in any electronic format for better quality print-
ing. Typed or printed submissions are strongly preferred to 
handwritten ones. Submissions received  after the  25th of  
the  month will  be included in the following month’s issue 
unless otherwise indicated.    

 
 Editorial Staff 

 
 
PUBLISHER: 
 
Mr. Emmit Q. Hoosman 
 
 
EDITOR: 
 
Mrs. Carol MacCabe 
 
 
CONTRIBUTOR 
 
Mr. Vincent Saunders 
 
 
FEATURE WRITER & REPORTER 
 
Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  
 
 
 
 
Front Page:  
 
► Kimberly Anyadike 
 
Page 2:  
 
► Editorial Staff, Hotlines 
 
Page 3:  
 
► Calendar of Events, This Month in History 
 
Page 4 - 5:  Email Column 
 
► Haitian man on the Titanic 
► TAI at Museum Shores Yacht Club 
► FAA Hiring 
► Bobby Anthony-Perez Hospitalized 
► Fake Vets 
► Email comment 
 
Page 6 - 7: 
 
►  West Covina Unveils Float Honoring Black Veterans 
►  “Flight Plan” Update 
►  Kimberly Anyadike (continue) 
 
Page 8:  Young Eagles Column 
 
►  Ken Rapier Young Eagles Update 
►  Tuskegee Airmen Group Looking For Support 
►  TAI “A Night In Flight With The Retails” 
    
Page 9 : 
 
►  2009 Installation Brunch 
 
Page 10 - 11: 
 
►  The Black Bird’s 
 
 
Back Page: 
 
► Photo Chicago “DODO” Chapter President Bev Dunjill 



3 

 

CALENDAR OF 

 

 
 
 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ethel Waters Died @ 77 
September 1st, 1977 

 
* * * 

 
Church Bombed  

in Birmingham, AL 

Killing Four African 
American Girls 

September 6th, 1963 
 

*** 

 
Ethiopian Leader,  

Haile Selassie 1,  
Dethroned 

September, 11th, 1974 

 
*** 

 
French Abolish Slavery In 

Their Possessions 
September, 16th, 1848 

 

First African American  
National Convention 

September, 20th, 1830 
 

*** 

 
John Conyers Registered 

at Annapolis 
September 21st, 1872 

 
*** 

 
Dr. Ralph Bunche Re-

ceives Nobel Peace Prize 

September 27th, 1950 
 

* * * 

 

Thurgood Marshall  
Nominated To  

The U.S. Circuit Court Of 

Appeals 
September 23rd, 1961 

 

 
 

Note: 
Officers Installed: 

 
Bev Dunjill – President 

Kenneth Rapier - 1st Vice  
President 

Maj.  Duane Hayden -  2nd Vice 
President 

Camille Johnson - Recording 
Secretary 

Karon Thompson - Correspond-
ing Secretary 

Vince Saunders -  
Treasurer 

Quintin T. Smith - Assistant  
Treasurer 

Robert L. Martin, Sr. -  

Parliamentarian 
Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez - His-

torian 

 
October 20th 

6:30PM 
Chapter Meeting 

8134 S. Stony Island 

 
*** 

November 10th @ 6:30pm 

TAI Directors Meeting 
8134 S. Stony Island 

 

*** 

 

November 14th @ 9:00am 
Young Eagles 

Gary-Chicago Airport 
 

 

 
November 17h 

6:30PM 
Chapter Meeting 

8134 S. Stony Island 

 
*** 

December 8th 
6:30PM - 8:30PM 

TAI Director Meeting 

Chicago Public Library 
8134 S. Stony Island 

 

*** 
December 12th 

Young Eagles 
Gary-Chicago Airport 

 
HOTLINES  

 
CHAPTER  HOTLINE :  

(312) 409-3624 
 

CHICAGO Y OUNG EAGLES HOTLINE : 
(312) 409-5621 

 
GARY Y OUNG EAGLES  

HOTLINE : (888) 235-9824 
       (888) 2FLY—TAI 
 

Note: Call the Young Eagles Hotline 
after  

7:30 a.m. on the morning of a flight for 
any cancellations.  

 
CHAPTER WEBSITE:  

www.taichicago.org 
 
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National Office 

1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130 
Arlington, VA 22209 

(703) 522-8589 
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E-Mail Column       
 

 

Flight Plan Publisher EMAIL is ehoosman@sbcglobal.net 
             

 
For those of you who wish to start receiving the Flight Plan via email vs. US mail please forward your email address to ehoos-
man@sbcglobal.net. for consideration. 

 

There was a Haitian man on the Titanic  

   
You've seen the movie TITANIC 

starring Leonardo DiCaprio but did you know? 

 

here was a Haitian man on the ship! 

His uncle was President of Haiti! 
Joseph Phillippe Lemercier Laroche was the only black man, a 

Haitian man, to perish in the Titanic; that's after he saved 

his wife and kids. Laroche was born in Cap Haitian, Haiti , on 

May 26, 1889. 

In the blockbuster film Titanic, Leonardo DiCaprio's role 
could have easily been played by a Black man and it would 
have been historically accurate. In fact, the life story of 
Haitian native Joseph Phillippe Lemercier Laroche is far 
more intriguing than the movie's lead character, but no 
one knew of his existence until recently.  
The silence about the stranger-than-fiction life story of the 
Titanic's only Black passenger astonishes noted Titanic his-
torian Judith Geller, author of Titanic: Women and Children 
First, who said, "It is strange that nowhere in the copious 
1912 press descriptions of the ship and the interviews with 
the survivors was the presence of a Black family among the 
passengers ever mentioned." 
 
The story of this interracial family was not known until 2000, 

three years after the movie's release, when the Chicago Mu-

seum of Science & Industry and the Titanic Historical Soci-

ety revealed the information as part of a Titanic exhibit. 

Joseph Laroche was born into a powerful family. His uncle, 

Dessalines M. Cincinnatus Leconte, was the president of Haiti . When Joseph Phillippe Lemercier was fifteen, he left 

Haiti to study engineering in Beauvais , France . Several years later, he met Juliette Lafargue, the 22-year-old daugh-

ter of a local wine seller. The two eventually married.  

Despite having an engineering degree, Joseph's skin color left him unable to find employment in France . The Laroches 

decided to return to Haiti and booked second-class reservations on the Titanic. After the ship struck an iceberg, Jo-

seph loaded his wife and children onto a lifeboat and he went down with the ship. His body was never recovered.  

Shortly before Christmas of that year, Juliette Laroche gave birth to their son, Joseph Laroche Jr.  

Juliette never remarried.  
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Tuskegee Airmen At Museum Shores Yacht Club 
 
 
Sunday, July 19, 2009 - 2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 
 
Chicago "DODO" Chapter Original Tuskegee Airmen Bev Dunjill, Bob Martin, Quentin Smith, Welton Taylor and Milt Williams spoke to 
a group of boating enthusiast.  Our "Originals" did a Meet and Greet the Tuskegee Airmen put on by Victor Croswell, assisted by "DODO" 
Chapter members Alcus Crowmartie, Jean Dunjill, Moses Jones, Ken Rapier, Keith Renfroe, Charlie Richardson, Karen Thompson, Mary 
Ward and Barbara Werner.  Chapter merchandise was sold along with hot dogs, chips and soda in an effort to raise funds for the Chap-
ter.  Boaters purchasing books were able to get them signed by the OTA's that were present.  This was a very successful appearance, adver-
tised the day before by a Redtail fly-by returning from the Young Eagles rally at Lewis University. The Chapter has been invited to come 
back next year. 
 
Ken Rapier 
 
 
FAA Hiring (Age18-31) 

If you have or know kids between the ages of 18-31 with a high school diploma, the Federal Aviation Association is taking ap-
plications for air traffic controller school.. We all have kids and know kids in the right age group (under 31) and with some effort 
they could reach a salary of over $100,000 with benefits in about 3 years! You need  a high school diploma to apply and credit 
is given for college on the exam.. 
 
http://www.faa.gov/jobs/job_opportunities/airtraffic_controllers  
<http://www.faa.gov/jobs/job_opportunities/airtraffic_controllers>  
 
Fill out the application immediately - even if they don't know if they'd want to attend immediately - it's the federal government 
and it may take them months to call. The key is to apply NOW.... There will be a lot of retirements coming up rather quickly and 
they need to line up training to accommodate these openings. It's my understanding that the FAA rarely 
has an open application such as this. The person who shared this has a 28 year old daughter who is well into 6 
figures and has plenty of time for travel/recreation and has started another career on the side. This is a great opportunity and it 
should be noted that choosing a site like Anchorage or Indianapolis to train is a 
likely acceptance into the training program - after which you can transfer anywhere in the country that has a tower. I hope you 
pass this information on to family, friends, etc.  
 
Dr. Bobbie Anthony –Perez was hospitalized after suffering from a stroke while on a cruise in August.  She was airlifted to Illinois and put 
in The Evergreen Health Care Center, 10124 S. Kedzie Ave, room #211 in Evergreen Park, IL  60805.  Her daughter Freda feels cards 
would help.  Please remit to:  Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez, PO Box 19104, Chicago, IL.  60619.  We send our blessing for a speedy recovery. 

Submitted by:  Yola Moore  

I put eight years on the line, fresh out of high-school not 
even old enough to shave.  At 26, I had earned two Honora-
bly Discharges (one for each 4 year tour) from the US Air 
Force.    
   
Accompanying those discharges, I received a DD-214 - a 
form supporting my years of service which states, awards 
received and other personal data.  It is the administrative key 
that unlocks the benefits that all Honorably Discharged vet-
erans are entitled to.    
   
It really burns my bacon to see undeserving folks try and 
claim - literally steal from the veterans and the tax-payer - 
what they did not earn.  Even claiming to have earned med-
als and assignments for notoriety and selfish reasons.    
   
This type of legislation cannot come too soon to establish the 
credibility for all deserving veterans.  Thanks for sharing.  
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West Covina unveils float honoring black veterans  

By James Wagner, Staff Writer  
Posted: 07/02/2009 09:11:41 PM PDT 

 
Ted Lumpkin, 89, of Los Angeles, left, and O. Oliver Goodall, 87, of Altadena, members of the Tuskegee Airman, talk about the new 
West Covina Rose Parade float design, "A Cut Above", at Heritage Park at the Taylor House In West Covia, Thursday, July 2, 2009. 

(Correspondent photo by James Carbone) 
WEST COVINA - As they huddled around the first public unveiling 

of the city's plan for its Rose Parade Float this January, it's 
builder - Matt Rodriguez - faced his biggest critics Thursday. 
Seven original Tuskegee Airmen, living historians of World War 
II, gave Rodriguez a little history lesson as they posed for pic-

tures. 
The tail of the plane needs more red. 
The names of the pilots should be painted on the side of the 
cockpits. 
"They'll win," said Rodriguez, jokingly. "I'll do anything I can 
possibly do to make them happy." 
The West Covina Rose Float Foundation gave its first glimpse of a 
towering float at a ceremony at the Taylor House in West Covina 

on Thursday morning that will honor the all-black combat unit, 
known as the Tuskegee Airmen. 
The float, designed with the input of some of the airmen, is ex-
pected to be 45 feet long, 18 feet high and seat as many as 15 

people. Two replicas of P-51 fighter planes will sit atop the float, 
in front of a large bald eagle with wings spread open. At the base 

of the float, eight black and white photographs - four of each 
side - will depict the faces of selected airmen. 

"It's fantastic," said Robert Higginbotham, 83, a former Tuskegee medic, who attended the unveiling with his 88-year-old brother, also a 
Tuskegee veteran, Mitch Higginbotham. "It really tells the whole story." 
For some veterans in attendance, the remembrance was long overdue. It was also a reminder of a sad period in U.S. history. 
Ted Lumpkin, a Tuskegee veteran who served as an intelligence officer with the 100th Fighter Squadron during the war, spent two years 

overseas in Italy ending in 1945. 
"You were really felt like a weight was lifted from your shoulders" when in Europe, he said. "You felt free." 

 
But times have changed. A black U.S president was inaugurated in January, a ceremony many of the airmen attended. And the float is a 

symbol of that progress.  
 

 
By some accounts, it's the first float to honor a black group in the parade's history. 
The Tournament of Roses said it couldn't dispute the claim, however, noting floats honor themes instead of groups of people. 
 
A bronze replica medal awarded to Tuskegee Airman Lieutenant Colonel Paul D. Lehman, 
is shown by his wife Jealdine Lehman, of Los Angeles, during the unveiling of the new 

West Covina Rose Parade float design, "A Cut Above", at Heritage Park at the Taylor 
House In West Covia, Thursday, July 2, 2009. (Correspondent photo by James Carbone) 

 
"When we go down the 5-1/2 mile route, I believe people will stand up and there will be 

eyes with tears," said Frank Scalfaro, chairman and president of the West Covina Float 
Foundation. "It will be seen by millions of people around the world and it's but a small 

token of our appreciation." 
 
A fundraiser is scheduled for Nov. 7 to garner the estimated $100,000 needed to com-
plete the float. 
james.wagner@sgvn.com 
(626) 962-8811 ext. 2236 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Attention all TAI Members: 
 
Due to lack of submissions, the monthly  Chicago “DODO” Chapter “Flight Plan” will be published 
on a quarterly basis.  The next edition will be published on December 19th, 2009, with a cut off date 
to submit articles on December 15th, 2009. 
 
Please forward newsworthy articles to ehoosman@sbcglobal.net  
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Continue from Cover Page: 
 
Kimberly's coast-to-coast flight began June 29, 
2009, departing from Compton Airport in Califor-
nia with stops at cities with TAI Chapters.  Upon 
reaching the East Coast and landing at Newport 
News, Virginia, the flight began making its way 
back to Compton, California.  All along the route, 
Tuskegee Airmen Chapters greeted Kimberly and 
OTA's signed the airplane.  The flight was historic 
in nature because Kimberly became the youngest 
African American female to fly from coast-to-
coast.  It should be noted that this was accom-
plished in the Levi Thornhill Cessna Skyhawk and 
because Kimberly is too young to be a licensed 

pilot, she made the trip with a flight instructor and a 
Tuskegee Airman aboard.  We salute Kimberly An-
yadike for her courageous accomplishment.   
 
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot 
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program     
American female to fly from coast-to-coast.  It 
should be noted that this was accomplished in the 
Levi Thornhill Cessna Skyhawk and because Kim-
berly is too young to be a licensed pilot, she made 
the trip with a flight instructor and a Tuskegee Air-
man aboard.  We salute Kimberly Anyadike for her 
courageous accomplishment.   
 
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot 
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program     
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Being blessed with picture perfect flying weather at Gary, while Midway, DuPage and Chicago Executive airports 
were fogged in, gave pilots Butch Bejna, Bob Brutvan, Vic Croswell, Ken Rapier and Steve Whitney an opportunity 
to put smiles on the faces of 63 new Young Eagles.  22 of the youngsters came on the Chicago bus under the super-
vision of Julius Jackson, 10 youngsters came from the Chicago CAPS program and 7 from the Sea Cadets pro-
gram.  Volunteers assisting to make the rally possible were Mike Askew, Bev Dunjill, Jean Dunjill, Julius Echols, 
Betty Guice, Charles Guice, Duane Hayden via remote, Rufus Hunt, Moses Jones, Hilton Joseph, Melvin Knazze, 
Keith Renfroe, Charlie Richardson, LaVerne Shelton, Rob Strickland, Welton Taylor, Karon Thompson, Barb 

Werner, Milt Williams and Paul Wilson.  After a long day of flying, the pilots and volunteers enjoyed the usual social hour and relaxation 
time with an awards presentation and a luncheon of hot dogs, chips, turkey, ham, cheeses, crackers, potatoes salad, fruit salad, red beans and 
rice, prepared by our now famous team of chefs led by Rob Strickland, assisted by Cathy Bell, Betty Guice, Karon Thompson and Barb 
Werner.  Having completed our 5th rally of the year, our 2009 Young Eagles total is 221 for an average of 44 youngster per rally, keeping our 
averages pretty consistent.  Our grand total for Gary Airport now stands at 2420.  A special thanks goes to the dedicated men and women of 
the Gary Airport, the Gary Jet Center, the Gary Airport Control Tower and the Gary Fire Department for opening up the fire station for all of 
our Young Eagles to see and have a hands on experience operating the fire hose. Everyone associated with the Young Eagles program is a 
winner.  Plan now to join the team of winners at our next Young Eagles rally on November 14, 2009. 
   
 
Happy Flyin'! 
  
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot 
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program  
 
 

 
TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP 
LOOKING FOR SUPPORT 
 
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African 
American fighter pilots, recently received 
the group's second congressional recog-
nition. With the conclusion of Black His-
tory Month, the group knows full well that 
its veterans are dwindling in numbers. 
Hoping that the legacy will not die with 
them, the nonprofit Tuskegee Airmen Inc. 
is looking for dedicated people to join the 
organization and carry out its mission of 
inspiring young people to achieve goals 
and take on leadership roles in society.  

 

 

 

Blues Master B. B. King In Aurora October 17th  

Blues Master B. B. King will appear at the Paramount Theatre 
in Aurora, IL on October 17th beginning at 8 p.m. Tickets are 
$59.50 and can be purchased at the Paramount box office, 23 
East Galena Blvd. or via Ticketmaster. Don't wait...tickets are 
going fast. 

Young Eagles Column 
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Source:  AOPA 
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Chicago “DODO” Chapter Tuskegee Airmen President Bev Dunjill 


