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Carrying on the legend and teaching young people about the opportunities in aviation.
Lt. Colonel Lee A. Archer, Only Black Ace Pilot, Dies at 90
By Jeff Mays on Jan 29th 2010 1:10PM
Retired Air Force Lt. Colonel Lee A. Archer, a member of the Tuskegee Airmen
who is considered to be the only black ace pilot, died Wednesday at the age of 90.
Like his fellow Tuskegee Airman, activist and entrepreneur Percy Sutton, you
can file Archer's life under the "well-lived" category.
Not only did Archer overcome racial barriers by becoming a pilot during a time
when the vein of thinking in the U.S. military was that blacks weren't smart
enough to do so, he attained ace status by shooting down five planes.
"It is generally conceded that Lee Archer was the first and only black ace pilot,"
credited with shooting down five enemy planes, Dr. Roscoe Brown Jr., a fellow
Tuskegee Airman and friend, said in a telephone interview Thursday with the Associated Press. "A War Department study in 1925 expressly stated that Negroes
didn't have the intelligence, or the character, or the leadership to be in combat
units, and particularly, they didn't have the ability to be Air Force pilots."
After being a double trailblazer in the military, Archer went on to become a trailblazer in the business world by becoming one of a few top black executives at the
time, financing important deals for other key black-owned corporations and opening his own venture capital firm.
After he retired from the military in 1970, Archer joined General
Foods Corp., becoming one of the era's few black corporate vice
presidents of a major American company. He ran one of the company's small-business investment arms, North Street Capital
Corp., which funded companies that included Essence Communications and Black Enterprise Magazine, according to his son and
Brown. Archer was an adviser to the late Reginald Lewis in the
deal that created the conglomerate TLC Beatrice in 1987, then
the largest black-owned and -managed business in the U.S. After
retiring from General Foods in 1987, Archer founded the venture
capital firm Archer Asset Management.
Continue on page : 4
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CALENDAR OF

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

April 10th
9:00AM
Young Eagles Rally
Lewis University
***
April 14th
6:30PM - 8:30PM
TAI Director Meeting

Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island
***
April 20th
@ 6:30 PM
Chapter Meeting
Martin Temple
6930 S. Cottage Grove Ave

April 24th
Spring Fling Fundraiser
Noon - 4:30PM
The New Martinique
8200 S. Cicero Ave
Burbank, IL

U.S. Congress Enacts
Law Ending African Slave
Trade
March 2nd, 1807

Freedom’s Journal, First
African American Newspaper Published
March 16th, 1827

***
May 8th
9:00AM
Young Eagles Rally
Gary International Airport

****
U.S. Supreme Court
Rules On The Dred Scott
Decision
March 6th, 1857

****

***
Future Meetings
Please call
Chapter Hotline
312-409-3624

****
Lorraine Hansberry’s Play
“A Raisin In the Sun”
Opened on Broadway
March 11th, 1959

Officers Installed:

****
The Confederate Army
Allowed Slaves To Be
Soldiers
March 13th, 1865

HOTLINES
CHAPTER HOTLINE:
(312) 409-3624
CHICAGO YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE:
(312) 409-5621

Ken Rapier
President

Lt. Col. Duane D. Hayden
1st Vice President

Lt. Col. (ret) Vince Saunders
GARY YOUNG EAGLES
HOTLINE: (888) 235-9824
(888) 2FLY—TAI

2nd Vice President

Civil Rights March From
Selma To
Montgomery
March 22nd, 1965
****
Seven African Americans
Challenged Taxation Without Representation
March 26th, 1780

****
Napoleon Abolished Slave
Trade
March 29th, 1815

Camille Johnson
Recording Secretary

Note: Call the Young Eagles Hotline
after
7:30 a.m. on the morning of a flight for
any cancellations.
CHAPTER WEBSITE:
www.taichicago.org
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National Office
1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130
Arlington, VA 22209
(703) 522-8589

Karon Thompson
Corresponding Secretary

Mona Lisa Drake
Treasurer

Dr. Quentin P. Smith, Sr. (DOTA)
Assistant Treasurer

Grady L. Davis
Parliamentarian

Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez
Historian
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E-Mail Column
Flight Plan Publisher EMAIL is ehoosman@sbcglobal.net

For those of you who wish to start receiving the Flight Plan via email vs. US mail please forward your email address to ehoosman@sbcglobal.net. for consideration.

California African American Museum
Tuskegee: Journey to flight exhibit June 18 – November 1, 2009
Following are highlights from the exhibit as viewed and recorded by
Charles and Betty Guice

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1945 promotional film about TA: Wings for this Man
Paintings of Patches (ie: Spitfire) and their meanings
Mitchell Higginbotham’s (TA Bomber Pilot) personal copy of the TAI
membership handbook
Original TA Bomber Jacket
Tribute to women workers of Tuskegee
Willa Brown (TA) first Black woman to hold pilots license
Eleanor Roosevelt’s correspondence to TA
Tribute to ground crew
Freeman Field Incident: The Black Pilots arrest at the White Army
Club
Simulator exercise at the TA flying school Taped interviews with original TA’s

In Local News: On 3/February/2010. At 6:00PM. Victor Croswell & Karon Thompson was requested to
conduct: A Preview to the Young Eagles Flying program by the 13th District (Wood St.) Police station, On
Chicago’s West Side, by Chicago Police Officers Eric
Moreno, and Milton Robles.
Vic & Karon put on a brief history review of the Tuskegee Airmen, along with information about the
Young Eagles Program, So the “CAPS” kids can come
out and fly with us on: 13/March/2010.
A “Drawing” was conducted, Where the kids drew
their names from a “Hat” to see who won a Young
Eagles Patch to have the “Airmen” sign when they
come out to fly.
There were also plenty of questions asked, and airplane magazines were given to those who requested
them.
Submitted by: Vic Croswell

Keeping the Legacy Alive;
Volunteers Mr. Charles Guice, Dr. Betty Guice

Continue from: Cover Page

So, like Percy Sutton, Archer overcame obstacles in multiple venues at
a time when not only the options, but the expectations for African
Americans were extremely limited. If he achieved so much despite the
stumbling blocks of racism and prejudice thrown in his path, then what
excuse do the young people of today have for at least not trying?
Brown described a few of the qualities that made his friend successful:

Archer was "extremely competent, aggressive about asserting his position and sometimes stubborn," Brown said." He had a heart of gold and
treated people with respect. He demanded respect by the way he carried
himself."
Archer's son said the last few years of his father's life were great. He
was one of the Tuskegee Airmen invited to President Barack
Obama's inauguration last year.
That was a fitting gesture by President Obama. After all, Archer helped pave his path to the White House.
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Haley Brinkmeier, 11, gets an autograph from Beverly Dunjill, who
flew more than 100 missions in the Korean War, during a program
Sunday, Feb. 28, 2010, honoring the Tuskegee Airmen at Memorial
Hall in Rockford. He was among 1,000 black pilots trained from
1940 to 1946 at Tuskegee (Ala.) University.

Patriotism, honor kept Tuskegee Airmen fighting despite hardship
By Betsy Lopez Fritscher
RRSTAR.COM
Posted Feb 28, 2010 @ 10:30 PM
ROCKFORD — Welton Taylor used his father’s wisdom to beat the
sting of racism when he was a military pilot in World War II.
His first day in the Army, he was sent to sit in a segregated “colored car up behind the engine with the windows wide open in it”
after shipping out from a downtown Chicago station.
“My father told me, ‘Son, in your life you’re going to have to learn to make a choice between whether you’re going to fight and
run. If you choose to run when you should fight, you’re a yellow-bellied coward. If you chose to fight when you should run,
you’re a dang fool.’
“I have adhered strictly to that ever since. Knowing when to fight and when to run is wisdom,” he told a crowd of history buffs,
kids, parents, families, residents and veterans today at Veterans Memorial Hall.
Delores Davis-Stewart’s military pride drew her to see Taylor and three other Tuskegee Airmen, the first black military aviators
in the U.S. The 43-year-old, who retired from the Navy in 2008, was overwhelmed by the stories she heard with her two children and their cousins.
“I was just standing in awe, listening. I stood on their shoulders, and they led the way,” she said. “I wanted them to be able to
see history so they can pass this on to their children.”
Davis-Stewart’s daughter, Sydnee, 7, was inspired by the men as they recounted their service. She said she learned something
“big” from pilot Julius Jackson.
“I learned I want to be a pilot,” said Sydnee, a second-grader at Galapagos Charter School. “It seems like it’s an adventure.”
Jackson, Taylor, Hilton Joseph and Beverly Dunjill were brought to Rockford in honor of Black History Month. Many people
still call them heroes, but they said they were just doing their job.
“I’m glad that people finally recognize us as fighter pilots because fighter pilots are the cream of the crop of fighters,” Jackson
said after the presentation. “I have no hatred in my heart toward anyone. We’re American citizens, we’re not heroes.”
Army veteran Jim Buckingham, 48, attended the presentations and the meet-and-greet sessions Saturday and today to get as
much insight into the men and their versions of history as possible.
After two days of listening and seeing their memorabilia, he’s come to his own conclusions about the men.
“These men have persevered in so many ways,” he said. “It just seemed whatever way they turned, they were always running
into a brick wall. And for these guys to come out the other side is an unbelievable story.”
Dunjill, who carried with him a replica of the Congressional Gold Medal given to the Tuskegee Airmen in 2007 by President
George W. Bush, explained that much of what the airmen endured was hardship, but patriotism and honor kept them fighting.
“The reason we were assigned to the bombers was the fact that we would not leave the bombers,” he said. “We had the air discipline.”
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Tuskegee Airmen appearance - Purple Heart Ceremony
February 26, 2010 ~ Gary Indiana Photos & Submitted by: Emmit Hoosman

Bill Johnson

Tammy Duckworth

Welton Taylor, Vic Croswell, Quintin Hoosman and
Hilton Joseph
Tammy Duckworth and members of the
reserve unit ready to present the Purple
Heart Medal

Tammy Duckworth and Debra Rice

Quintin Hoosman and Tammy Duckworth
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Dr. Alcus Cromartie and Quintin Hoosman

Tournament of Roses Parade
January 1, 2010 ~ Pasadena, California Photos: Dee Siffer
Submitted by: Debra Rice

Theodore “Ted” Lumpkin and Jerry Hodges

Charles McGee
Most combat missions of any fighter pilot

Dr. Robert Higginbotham and Frank Scalfaro
(West Covina Rose Float Foundation)

Alexander Jefferson - WWII POW
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Young Eagles Column

You are cordially invited to join us for the next Tuskegee Airmen E.A.A. Young Eagles rally to be held Saturday, April 10, 2010 at
the Lewis Airport (LOT). The pilot briefing will be at 8:30 A.M. with flights beginning at 9:00 A.M. Refreshments will be provided
for all pilots and volunteers. Call the hotline after 7:00 A.M. on the morning of the rally to check flight status. Call 312-409-5621
and press 3 to access the flight status mailbox. We look forward to seeing you at the Lewis Airport. Happy Flyin'!
Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program
TUSKEGEE AIRMEN GROUP LOOKING FOR SUPPORT
The Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American fighter pilots, recently received the group's second congressional recognition.
With the conclusion of Black History Month, the group knows full well that its veterans are dwindling in numbers. Hoping that the
legacy will not die with them, the nonprofit Tuskegee Airmen Inc. is looking for dedicated people to join the organization and carry
out its mission of inspiring young people to achieve goals and take on leadership roles in society.

DePaul University, Kicked off : HISTORY MAKERS 2010 - A Reception and Dinner - Monday February 1st. 2010 at 5:00 PM .
True history filled the rooms as: The Buffalo Soldiers, The Triple Nickels, The Golden Thirteen, and The Tuskegee Airmen and many of
their relatives were in attendance.
In attendance for the DODO's were Col. Julius Jackson, Dr. Welton Taylor, Victor Croswell, and
Melvin Knazze. Col. Jackson and Dr. Taylor -Accepted a dazzling crystal glass award from the
DePaul President’s Signature Series, Award staff.
As spoken from Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider / President: DePaul University: It is our great
honor to celebrate the historical Contributions of some of our nation’s heroes, as part of our
2009/10 President’s Signature Series.
These Congressional Gold Medal of Honor Award winners and more led to the integration of the
military and our country.
This is of a special importance as we also recognize and honor the historical significance of our
Commander- in Chief, President Barack Obama.
A Gourmet Dinner was served with (Steak, Chicken, or Vegetables) and finished with Raspberries, and Cheesecake.
Finally, A Young African Troup danced their way into our hearts, As a Jazz ensemble topped off the evening.
Submitted by: Vic Croswell

Images from Mr. Young C. Park P-51 Models (see page 9 article)
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Mr. Young C. Park, Master Model Builder Extraordinaire
“Young C. Park of Honolulu, Hawaii is a retired dentist who has been an aircraft modeler since childhood. He is now fullfilling a lifelong dream of making an airplane model entirely out of aluminum.” According to autobiographical information
about him on the web at: http://www.craftsmanshipmuseum.com/park.htm, “Mr. Park was born in Kona on the island of Hawaii
on March 15, 1932 to immigrant parents who came from Korea in 1910. He grew up on the opposite side of the island in
Hilo.” “He says that, “World War II left a lasting impression on me, especially the fighter airplanes with their speed and loud
noise.” “After the war, I became interested in a new product; the Olson 23…an ignition, gas powered model airplane engine.
I delivered newspapers and saved enough to buy my first engine, a Vivall 35. Now I could build an airplane with speed that
made lots of noise.” His friend and modeler mentor Louie Carvalho, took him to a graveyard of World War II airplanes being processed for scrap where he remembers seeing 50 caliber machine guns rusting on wings and being amazed to see
that many parts of the fighters were made like a U-control model—cloth painted with dope.
“Young Park seems amazed that his work is
admired by other craftsmen. Like a skilled
sculptor who feels inadequate looking at the
work of a great painter, he fails to see that
the painter is equally in awe of his skill as a
sculptor. He admits that his work is unusual
and unique, but when comparing it to that of
a precision machinist he sees many faults in
his own work. Because of this, he has been
hesitant to share his accomplishments beyond his local area. Every part of his plane is
completed to his personal satisfaction, and
he did not build it with any intent beyond creating something that was pleasing to him. He
did not build it to enter in shows or contests.
He says that it is less important that his parts
be technically perfect than it is that they “look
and fit right”. In fact, it is in the fit of all the
complicated parts where his art really comes
to light.”
“When you consider the number of actions
that must take place at once when a wing
folds up, a landing gear rotates into position
or control surfaces move when the stick in
the cockpit is moved, his model is truly amazing. A microscopic inspection of each part will
show that most are not technically “perfect”,
but the completed airplane with all its complicated, interrelated mechanisms and moving
controls is an accomplishment almost too
grand for most model craftsmen to contemplate. Taken as a complete metal sculpture, it
just looks completely “right”. Somehow, the
fact that some of his hand work on each part
is still in evidence gives the finished piece a
character that would be lost if a real Corsair
had been shrunken down to 1/16 size. It is
the difference between a good technical photograph and a painting of great skill. The photograph contains all the correct information,
but the painting has a quality that will cause
you to want to look at it again and again, finding a new pleasure each time. Young C. Park is truly an artist in metal.”
Continue on page: 10
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Continue from page: 9

“Until his model planes was displayed at the North American Model Engineering Society
show in Detroit in April, 2002, Mr. Park had shown them to only a few friends and a local
model club. After the show in 2002, Young Park donated the first of his model planes
(Corsairs) to the Joe Martin Foundation Museum in Vista, CA. In 2005 he donated a second one. The first is fully paneled on the right side and done as a cutaway on the left side
so that all the internal workings of the wings and fuselage can be seen. The second one
is fully paneled but made in four sections like the original with the motor removed so that
the internals can be seen that way.”
“In 2006, it came as a total surprise when we received the recently completed P-51 made
as Mr. Park's final project. Three years in the making, this model represents the culmination of Mr. Park's metalworking and modeling skills. The details, working parts and panel
fits must be seen to be believed. These models are now on display at the museum, but
you can examine them in closeup detail as you read on below.”
“In looking at these pictures, the close-ups actually give you a better view than you
would get in person with the model in a covered display case. In the photos, however,
you only see one small part at a time. You have to see the entire plane in person to really
get a concept of the incredible amount of detail inside and also the perfect panel contours and the tightness of the fits. If you are in the North San Diego area, make time to
come by and see these works of art in person. We feel very privileged to be able to display them for you.”
Reprinted in “The Flight Plan” with permission from http://www.craftsmanshipmuseum.com/park.htm. Copyright 2009, The Joe Martin Foundation for Exceptional Craftsmanship. All rights reserved. No part of this web site, including the text, photos or illustrations, may be reproduced or transmitted in any other form
or by any means (electronic, photocopying, recording or otherwise) for commercial use without the prior written permission of The Joe Martin Foundation. Reproduction or reuse for educational and non-commercial use is permitted.

CHICAGO “DODO” CHAPTER VISION – 2010
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Find a permanent home for the Chapter
Commit to an annual balanced budget
Make changes for improvement, not for the sake of change
Maintain a structured organization
Remain true to our mission statement with our first objective being to preserve the legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen and
honor our Chapter Airmen. Secondly, to promote post secondary education in our youth and encourage them in aviation/aerospace careers, offering youth aviation programs
Strive for perfection and expect excellence
Maintain transparency in the Chapter with integrity, professionalism and respect
Insure that we maintain respect for ourselves and each other
Address the concerns of all Chapter members, be responsive to Chapter members needs and make certain that every
members finds personal satisfaction in the engagement of Chapter activities that allow them to make the most effective
use of their skill set
Develop a presentation that will be reflective of who we are and what we do, using power point and proper print media
to develop corporate sponsorship and grants
Develop a telephone calling tree for contacting members in the event of a sudden crisis
Create a monthly “Highlights” column for the newsletter
Re-institute our new member orientation program
Increase productivity among members: If everyone does a little, no one has to do a lot
Re-develop the Chapter merchandise sales
Develop a viable database of Scholarship Recipients, Young Eagles, Financial Supporters and Community Contacts
Submitted by: Ken Rapier
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THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN, INC.®
INC.
CHICAGO “DODO” CHAPTER

Saturday, April 24, 2010
Program: 12:00 Noon – 4:30 PM
Donation: $70.00 per person
(Business Attire)

The New Martinique
8200 S. Cicero Avenue
Burbank, IL
Contact Chapter President Kenneth Rapier at (773) 879-2698
for Ticket Information
OR MAIL TICKET REQUESTS TO:

CHICAGO “DODO” CHAPTER
P.O. Box 19063, Chicago, IL 60619-0063
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