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Carrying on the legend and teaching young people about the opportunities in aviation.
AVIATION’S PIONEER COLORFUL WOMEN PROGRAM
By Vince Saunders
As we gathered under a tent at Chicago’s Lincoln Cemetery to pay tribute to legendary pilots Bessie Coleman,
Willa B. Brown and Janet Harmon, the blue sky was slightly overcast with high scattered clouds that promised a
small chance of afternoon rain. Organized by chapter pilot Rufus Hunt; on Saturday, May 1st, the Chicago Chapter
of TAI conducted its 31st Annual Salute to these pioneering female aviators. Fortunately, the late rain limited to a
sprinkle, only dampened the grass rather than our mood. It turned out to be a good day and our spirits were brighter
than the sky.
The program was initiated by Civil Air Patrol Cadets from Thornwood High School. Commanded by recent graduate, 1st Lt. Harding who
marched the cadets ¼ mile from Lincoln’s administration building to the program site, posted the colors, then withdrew to join the other program attendees under the tent. The Invocation was delivered by Chapter Member Alcus Cromartie followed by an excellent program introduction from our Mistress of Ceremonies, Ms. Aida Abraha. Ms. Abraha also provided recognition of our OTAs in attendance, Mr. Bev
Dunjill and Milton Williams. The program was also attended by descendants of Georgia Coleman (Dean Stallworth, Jr., et al), Bessie Coleman’s youngest sister.
We were then given a gracious welcome by Ms. Diane Nowak, General Manager of Lincoln Cemetery, representing our organizational partner and host. Ms. Nowak discussed essays on Bessie Coleman and other pioneering aviators prepared by students from the Kipling elementary school. Their essays focused on why the program is so important to the youth of our community in that it helps ensure that the legacy of
these aviatrix is never lost. Ms. Nowak reminded us that both Bessie and Willa Brown are interred at Lincoln and noted that a memorial to
Janet Harmon, who is buried in Arizona; will be provided for next year’s ceremony.
Lewis Addison representing the Bessis Coleman Branch of the Chicago Public Library system; read a resolution from Congressman Danny
K. Davis, who noted the legacy of these famous aviators and their pioneering contributions to the field of aviation. Tributes were then provided by Ms. Stacy Letton on the legacy of Willa Brown and Ms. Sandra Campbell, on the legacy of Bessie Coleman.
Ms. Letton presented to us how through the combined efforts of Willa Beatrice Brown and Cornelius R. Coffey, they contributed to the preWWII training of approximately 200 of the some 2000 aviation students who went on to become Tuskegee Airmen pilots. Ms. Letton also
discussed how Chicago became the nucleus of Black Aviation during the 1920s and 30s.
Influenced by the aviatrix Bessie Coleman, Willa Brown started taking flying lessons in 1934 and in 1937 she became the first AfricanAmerican woman to get a commercial pilot's license. After relocating to Chicago from Gary, IN, she became a member of the Challenger
Aviation Club, the Air Pilot's Association, and the Chicago Girls Flight Club. Also in 1937 she purchased her own airplane and co-founded
the National Airmen's Association of America (NAAA) with her husband, Cornelius Coffey. The Association's goal was to promote AfricanAmerican aviation.
Ms. Letton also told us that Willa was instrumental in establishing the Coffey School of Aeronautics. And in doing so, she fulfilled Bessie
Coleman’s long standing dream of a black owned private flight school. As the president of the Chicago branch of the NAAA, Willa led a
successful fight to integrate African Americans into the U.S. Army Corps.
Continue on page 5:
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CALENDAR OF

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

July 9-11
Gary Airshow
Gary International Airport
***
July 13th
6:30PM - 8:30PM
TAI Director Meeting

Chicago Public Library
8134 S. Stony Island
***
July 20th
@ 6:30 PM
Eatin’ Chapter Meeting
Martin Temple
6930 S. Cottage Grove Ave

July 26th - Aug 1st
Oshkosh AirVenture
Oshkosh Airport
***
July 29th - Aug 1st
TAI Convention
San Antonio, TX
***
Aug 7th
9:00AM
Young Eagles Rally
Gary International Airport
***
Future Meetings
Please call
Chapter Hotline
312-409-3624
Officers Installed:

HOTLINES
CHAPTER HOTLINE:
(312) 409-3624
CHICAGO YOUNG EAGLES HOTLINE:
(312) 409-5621

Ken Rapier
President

Lt. Col. Duane D. Hayden
1st Vice President

Benjamin O Davis Sr.,
was born in Washington,
D.C.,
July 1, 1877
****
African American journalist and anti-lynching crusader Ida B. Wells (18621931) was born to slaves
at Holly Spring, MO
July 16th 1862
****
President Lyndon B.
Johnson signed the Civil
Rights Act of 1964
July 2, 1964
****
The first African American on the U.S. Supreme
Court, Thurgood Marshall
(1908-1993) was born in
Baltimore, Maryland

The Declaration of Independence was approved
by the Continental Congress
July 4th, 1776
****
The experimental Atomic
Bomb “Fat Boy” was set
off at 5:30 a.m. in the
desert of New Mexico,
creating a mushroom
cloud rising 41,000 ft.
July 16th 1945
****
Nelson Mandela was born
the son of a Tembu tribal
chieftain
July 18th 1918

Lt. Col. (ret) Vince Saunders
GARY YOUNG EAGLES
HOTLINE: (888) 235-9824
(888) 2FLY—TAI

2nd Vice President

Camille Johnson
Recording Secretary

Note: Call the Young Eagles Hotline
after
7:30 a.m. on the morning of a flight for
any cancellations.
CHAPTER WEBSITE:
www.taichicago.org
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. National Office
1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130
Arlington, VA 22209
(703) 522-8589

Karon Thompson
Corresponding Secretary

Mona Lisa Drake
Treasurer

Dr. Quentin P. Smith, Sr. (DOTA)
Assistant Treasurer

Grady L. Davis
Parliamentarian

Dr. Bobbie Anthony-Perez
Historian
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E-Mail Column
Flight Plan Publisher EMAIL is ehoosman@sbcglobal.net

For those of you who wish to start receiving the Flight Plan via email vs. US mail please forward your email address to ehoosman@sbcglobal.net. for consideration.

Good evening Mr. Ken,
I would like to thank you for all the information
about the glider. It was very helpful, I looked through
the magazine and found it very interesting. Getting
my Gliders licenses would be a lifetime experience
for me. I think it would get me ready for upcoming
events, like receiving my private pilot's licenses. I am
really looking forward to it. School is going great so
far. My last day is next Wednesday the third of June.
I'm very excited for the summer. I can't even believe
how fast ninth grade year has gone past. In a few
months I will be a sophomore. I recently have received my position for ROTC next year. Unfortunately i didn't receive the "XO" Position (executive
Officer), but next year I will be a platoon Sergeant
and a S-5 ( an S-5 takes care of the websites). So at
least I will have some leadership authority. I am still
happy that I even received a position. I will also be
promoted to Sergeant First class which is a huge
jump for me. Hopefully next year i will be getting my
Letterman jacket and class ring. I can't wait!!!!! I believe I am attending one or two camps this year
along with summer school. I am trying to get all my
high school credits early so I have enough time for
my upcoming flying career!!!!! This last two weeks of
school will be kind of hectic because of final exams,
but I know I will do okay. I have been recommended
by the STAR OF TEXAS AMBASSADORS OF MUSIC to receive an invitation to participate in a music
performance tour of Europe during the summer of
2011. I am extremely excited to have received the
nomination. I have the opportunity to either sing,
play my clarinet, or even do both for this amazing
tour. This tour has been going on for forty one years.
We will be visiting seven countries: London and Windsor, England, Paris, France, Crans-Montana, Switzerland, Liechtenstein where we will visit the capital
village of VADUZ with the royal castle, Innsbruck
and the village of SEEFELD in Austria , Venice, Italy,
and Rothenburg, Germany. This will be an amazing
breath taking experience. I hope all is well with you,
and i hope to see you soon!!!!!!
Happy and safe flying,
Brittney M. Dougal
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Major Merryl (David)
Tengesdal
The First and Only
Black Woman to Fly
the Air Forces Elite U
-2 Spy Plane
When it comes to stories
of espionage and intrigue,
Hollywood rarely casts a
sister in the starring role.
But in real life one Black
woman has accomplished
what once seemed like
mission impossible: Last
October Major Merryl
(David) Tengesdal became the first Black female pilot of a
U-2--the legendary stealth planes the U.S. Air Force deploys for risky reconnaissance missions, such as identifying
terrorist activities in foreign countries.
Tengesdal, a former naval officer, is one of only five women
and three African-Americans to be accepted into the Air
Force's elite First Squadron, where U-2 pilots get their
training. Now she'll have to withstand the pressure-literally. Solo flights can exceed 70,000 feet and last nine
hours, and U-2s, with their tremendous wingspan, are one
of the toughest crafts to land.
But Tengesdal has had her sights set high since childhood.
Growing up in The Bronx, New York, the Star Trek fan
dreamed of being an astronaut. Since then she has boasted
an impressive flying career, operating combat helicopters
and airplanes for the Navy in the Middle East and South
America. In July she'll leave her Lincoln, California, home
and be deployed as part of the Ninety-Ninth Squadron to
Korea. "You don't see many Black females flying in any service," she says. "I hope this will show young girls that this
is an option they can have."

Continue from cover page:

Promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, Willa became the first African American officer in the Civil Air Patrol. She was a member of the Federal Aviation Administration’s Women’s Advisory Board and became the first African American woman to earn a commercial pilot’s license. Willa added still another first to her prestigious career when in 1946 she became the first African American woman to run for Congress.
In 1941, she became a training coordinator for the Civil Aeronautics Administration and a teacher in the Civilian Pilot Training Program.
At the outset of WWII, Ms. Brown was the first black woman to hold a commission in the U.S. Civil Air Patrol.
The following year, she became the first African-American member of the Civil Air Patrol. She also promoted aviation on the radio and
taught it in high schools. In 1972, Brown became a member of the Women's Advisory Committee on Aviation in the Federal Aviation
Agency.
Sandra Campbell, who is a member of the Heart of America chapter of TAI, provided a superb presentation which she calls, “Follow Your
Dreams”, based on the life of Queen Bess. The audience was enraptured by her historical depiction of the life of the legendary aviatrix. The
metaphors she used, such as her passion for “purple jelly beans”, provided good lessons on life skills, so important for the many young people in attendance. “Success” she told them, “develops when preparation meets opportunity.” Speaking as Bessie, she recalled how with
help from Robert Abbott Sengstake who encouraged her to go to night school to learn how to speak French, told her “you can do it Bess.”
And so with financial support from Sengstake and the money she earned as a hairdresser in 1920 Chicago, she traveled to France where in
1921, she became the first African American woman to earn her pilot’s license.
Relying also on the wisdom learned from her Native American father who told her, “don’t take no for an answer”; because “remember Bess,
every no you encounter only brings you closer to a yes”. Her father, discouraged by racism in early twentieth century Texas, left the family
when Bessie was still a youth to find a better home for them among his own people. He told them that Jim Crow didn’t live in Indian Territory; his last words to young Bessie were, “follow your dreams.”
Ms. Campbell has been telling the “Bessie Coleman Story” around the country since 1995. She says that she is in the process of training
and mentoring her successor and looking forward to retiring from her public speaking career in the near future. If you haven’t seen one of
her presentations, look for a video clip of “follow your dreams” on the chapter website (taichicago.org), by the end of June.
Following the presentation by Ms. Campbell, pilots from the Chicago and Detroit Chapters of Tuskegee Airmen, made several in-formation
flyovers of the event. At about 500 feet and buffeted by a 20 knot wind, a flower drop over the gravesite of Bessie Coleman was made by
Chicago pilot Rufus Hunt. The two 3-ship formation included Chief Pilot Ken Rapier flying a Piper Cherokee, Victor Croswell also flying a
Piper Cherokee, Marvin Williams flying a Piper Warrior, Juan Haygood (Detroit), flying a Gruman Tiger and Robert Bejna and Rufus Hunt,
both flying Cessna 150s.
The cost of the event was offset in part, thanks to the efforts of chapter members Sheila Chears-Webber, Sonjia Hall and Patricia Allen, who
managed our merchandise sales operation.
Background of Independence Day: During the American Revolution, the legal separation of the American colonies from Great Britain
occurred on July 2, 1776, when the Second Continental Congress voted to approve a resolution of independence that had been proposed in
June by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia.[4][5] After voting for independence, Congress turned its attention to the Declaration of Independence,
a statement explaining this decision, which had been prepared by a Committee of Five, with Thomas Jefferson as its principal author. Congress debated and revised the Declaration, finally approving it on July 4. A day earlier, John Adams had written to his wife Abigail:
The second day of July, 1776, will be the most memorable epoch in the history of America. I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by
succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion
to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from
one end of this continent to the other, from this time forward forever more.
Adams' prediction was off by two days. From the outset, Americans celebrated independence on July 4, the date shown on the muchpublicized Declaration of Independence, rather than on July 2, the date the resolution of independence was approved in a closed session of
Congress.
One of the most enduring myths about Independence Day is that Congress signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. The myth
had become so firmly established that, decades after the event and nearing the end of their lives, even the elderly Thomas Jefferson and John
Adams had come to believe that they and the other delegates had signed the Declaration on the fourth. Most delegates actually signed the
Declaration on August 2, 1776. In a remarkable series of coincidences, both John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, two founding fathers of the
United States and the only two men who signed the Declaration of Independence to become president, died on the same day: July 4, 1826,
which was the United States' 50th anniversary.
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Chicago "DODO" Chapter 2010 Monthly Highlights
Note: All meetings are held on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.; Eatin' Meeting' at 6:30 p.m.
Call the Chicago "DODO" Chapter Hotline for further event details.
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June 8 - Directors Meeting at CHQ
June 12 - International Young Eagles Day / Marshall Knox Volunteer Appreciation Day at Gary Airport
June 15 - General Membership Meeting at 6th District Community Room
June 19 - Aurora Air Classics Museum Open House at Aurora Airport
July 9-11 - Gary Airshow at Gary Airport
July 10 - Touch-A-Truck Program at Chanute Museum in Rantoul, IL
July 13 - Directors Meeting at CHQ
July 20 - Eatin' Meeting' at Martin Temple
July 26-Aug 1 - Oshkosh AirVenture at Oshkosh Airport
July 29-Aug 1 - TAI Convention in San Antonio, TX
July 30-Aug 1 - Rockford AirFest at Rockford Airport
Aug 7 - Young Eagles Rally at Gary Airport
Aug 10 - Directors Meeting at CHQ
Aug 14 - Bud Biliken Parade
Aug 17 - General Membership Meeting at 6th District Community Room
Aug 20-22 - Chicago Air & Water Show
Sept 4 - Rich-Skate Event at Richton Park Skating Rink
Sept 11 - Young Eagles Rally at Gary Airport
Sept 14 - Directors Meeting at CHQ
Sept 21 - General Membership Meeting at 6th District Community Room
Oct 9 - Young Eagles Rally at Gary Airport
Oct 12 - Directors Meeting at CHQ
Oct 19 - Eatin' Meeting' at Martin Temple
Nov 9 - Directors Meeting at CHQ
Nov 13 - Young Eagles Rally at Gary Airport
Nov 16 - General Membership Election Meeting at 6th District Community Room
Dec 4 - Officers Installation Luncheon at Habambee House
Dec 14 - Directors Meeting at CHQ

On Monday, April 26, 2010, Heritage member Sheila Chears Webber, New Generation member Patricia Allen and
Historian Rufus Hunt attended a wonderful performance of a one-man show by Korean War veteran James
McEachin. His performance was to raise money and awareness for the creation in Illinois of a national museum for
Korean War veterans. The performance consisted of 10 individual stories of different circumstances that occurred in
his life. Mr. McEachin is very proud to have served in the Korean War and to have been a soldier. The joy he exudes is simply overwhelming.
There were approximately 100+ persons in attendance at the Merle Reskin Theatre at 60 East Balbo, Chicago Illinois. Afterwards was a reception in the Blackstone Hotel's Crystal Room. It was rumored that Kelsey Grammer
from Cheers and Fraiser would be attending the reception. As I said, a rumor. What was the relation to Mr.
McEachin's performance?
All in all Mr. McEachin's performance was outstanding. Ms. Allen obtained his autograph.
Mr. Robert F. Fitts, Commander of the Korean War Veterans Association, Inc. provided me with his card. I believe
Mr. Fitts acts as Mr. McEachin's press agent, so to speak. Mr. Fitts said that Mr. McEachin would be performing
parts of his act in Rock Island, Illinois at the Holiday Inn in the near future. Mr. Fitts promised to mail the information
to me, but for those interested, please phone Mr. Fitts at (309) 793-1292 or contact him by email at
rsfitts@revealed.net

Sheila M. Webber
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Boeing’s Newest, Oldest Airliners Fly Together
via Autopia by Jason Paur on 5/18/10
Boeing’s chief test pilot Mike Carriker was able to take a brief break
from the busy flight test duties earlier this month to fly formation
with the oldest flying Boeing airplane. After photos were leaked on
the internet last week, many were thinking it was a creative digital
editing job, but the photo shoot has been in the works for a long
time.
“It really took a lot of work and planning,” Carriker said. “When I
came alongside the Model 40 against those big puffy clouds it was
unbelievable: Here is this 1928 biplane flying with a 2010 airplane
side by side.”
With owner Addison Pemberton flying the Model 40 as fast as possible, Carriker was able to slow down the 787 enough so a
Pemberton’s son, riding in a third plane, could take the image as
the 787 flew by its (great-great-great-great?) grandparent. The two airliners were flying near Mt. Rainier southeast of Seattle.
The Boeing Model 40 was the first aircraft built by the company that was designed to carry paying passengers. With the new
airplane, Boeing won the contract to carry mail from San Francisco to Chicago in 1927.
In addition to carrying mail in a compartment in front of the cockpit, the Model 40 could carry two fare paying passengers!
Within a few years the company expanded service nationwide operating as the United Aircraft and Transport Corporation. Soon
Boeing and other airplane makers were building aircraft to carry many more passengers to accommodate the growing demand.
The Boeing Model 40C pictured above was restored by Pemberton and Sons Aviation. The airplane had crashed in 1928 and
flew again after thousands of hours of work in 2008.
Photo: Ryan Pemberton/Boeing

He who laughs last, thinks slowest.
"Wilk"

Congressman Danny Davis in the "DODO" Chapter flight jacket given to him by the Chapter.
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Young Eagles Column

Chicago “DODO” Chapter Honors Marshall “Pappy” Knox
The weather for International Young Eagles Day, June 12, 2010, was yet again un-flyable, with ceilings dropping to
500 feet and visibility down to 1 mile in fog and rain. The conditions that prevailed for the entire morning made it
impossible to conduct the Young Eagles rally but that didn’t stop the Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Volunteer
Team and the Chicago Area Pilot’s Association (CAPA) from honoring one of our own: Mr. Marshall “Pappy”
Knox for his dedication to youth in aviation programs for the last 60 years. If you don’t know why Mr. Knox is
referred to as “Pappy”, then I suggest you ask him the next time you see him. Marshall was awarded the coveted
Wright Award for 50 years of safe flying a few years ago and has continued to mentor youngsters interested in aviation. Our President Emeritus, Bev Dunjill, presented “Pappy” with a plaque and a pair of tokens of appreciation from CAPA and the DODOs. After a moment of silence in memory of Charles Taylor, Rob Strickland led the Marshall Knox Volunteer Appreciation Day Celebration by grilling hot dogs and hamburgers. Giant donuts to go with coffee were provided by Don Clay, soda by Barb Werner, potato salad,
macaroni salad and coleslaw by Steve and Carol MacCabe. The celebration was attended by CAPA members Victor Carter and Capt.
Wendell Levister. An unfortunate glitch in the email notice for this event left several CAPA members uninformed and therefore did not attend. Joint CAPA/TAI members attending were Cecilia Holland, Clarence Holland and Rufus Hunt and the Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles
Volunteer Team: Mike Askew, Bob Brutvan, Peter Brutvan, Don Clay, Alcus Cromartie, Victor Croswell, Bev Dunjill, Jean Dunjill, Betty
Guice, Charles Guice, Moses Jones, Melvin Knazze, Carol MacCabe, Steve MacCabe, Bob Mullins, Ken Rapier, Marvin Robinson, Matthew
Robinson, LaVerne Shelton, Emmit Hoosman, Barbra Werner and Paul Wilson. It was delightful that everyone had such a good time at our
first joint venture with CAPA even though we didn’t get to fly any youngsters on International Young Eagles Day.
Note: The July Young Eagles rally is cancelled due to the Gary Air Show. The August Young Eagles rally will be on the first Saturday of the
month (August 7th) because the second Saturday in August is Bud Biliken Day and the Tuskegee Airmen will be participating in the parade.
Please mark your calendars accordingly and plan to join us August 7th at the Gary Airport.
Happy Flyin'!

Ken Rapier, Chief Pilot
Tuskegee Airmen Young Eagles Program
America’s Destiny Must Be Freedom
Posted by Ray Nothstine
on Wednesday, June 30, 2010
My commentary this week is a simple message about the importance of returning to our founding principles and embracing the liberty
granted to all of us as Americans. Independence Day should always serve as a significant reminder of the freedom narrative of this country
that has provided so many people with opportunities to flourish and live out their dreams:
Ralph Waldo Emerson described America as “the land that has never become, but is always in the act of becoming.” Many Americans don’t
feel that way as pessimism has replaced a once vibrant optimism about the future. Economic malaise, crippling debt, and a mammoth oil gush
in the Gulf Coast are daily reminders of seemingly unmovable obstacles.

Bob Herbert wrote a New York Times column echoing the sentiment of an aimless America titled “When Greatness Slips Away.” While
many claim to have the answers to our economic woes and lack of confidence, we would do best to return to the principles of the Declaration
of Independence, the American Founding, and our freedom narrative. In past crises, they have been sources of American endurance and
strength. They can be again.

Continue on Page 9:
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The Thursday May 8, 1980 edition of the Chicago Tribune newspaper featured a full page spread of a ceremony honoring Bessie Coleman. General Aviation District Office 3 of the Federal Aviation Administration had issued Aviation Historian Rufus A. Hunt Jr. a waiver containing twelve provisions. On April 30, 1980 accompanied by Luriether
Jackson, they flew over Lincoln Cemetery to drop a floral bouquet on the grave site of Bessie Coleman. The event
drew local television coverage on the evening news. The following year, Saturday May 2, 1981, Hunt was joined by
five airplanes representing Negro Airmen International lead by Juan C. Haygood from Detroit Michigan. Over the
following years, the event grew in stature and is today recognized nationally. Each event required month’s of planning prior to execution. Initially 90% of the physical, emotional and financial nuances involved were borne by me personally. Today
many organizations and personages too numerous to acknowledge at this writing are involved. The Chicago “DODO” Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen Incorporated now accepts a major financial responsibility with chief pilot Kenneth Rapier leading the flight formations. The
May 1, 2010 ceremony was well attended and conducted. We are already planning the 80th recognition of this annual event, Saturday
April 30, 2011.
Rufus A. Hunt Jr.
Aviation Historian
Continue from Page 8:

Those sacred words from the Declaration—“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”—have been an inspiration to billions of people at home and abroad for centuries. Freedom from excessive centralization of power and the right of the citizenry
to flourish without undue interference are hallmarks of what it means to be American. And while the federal government has used activism for good at times, most notably for securing civil rights in the American South, it is revealing itself more and more as the obstacle to
progress.
Many in the academy and the modern left scoff at what they call the “Horatio Alger myth.” Alger wrote stories such as “Ragged Dick”
and “Only an Irish Boy.” He told stories of poor children achieving the American dream through hard work, determination, and virtue.
But Alger also depicted an important spiritual component to his impoverished characters. He gave them dignity and natural rights, just as
our founding document did. His tales reflected the kind of egalitarianism that asserts that the value and dignity of a destitute human person is equal to that of another born into prominence and prosperity. These ideas grew right out of our religious heritage and founding.
But if Alger’s stories were not myths before, they will be soon. Future generations’ enjoyment of the liberty to flourish is in jeopardy.
The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mike Mullen, last week called the $13 trillion national debt the “biggest threat to our
national security.” Annual interest on the national debt in 2012 will grow larger than the entire defense budget. Currently 43 cents of
every federal dollar spent is borrowed.
This kind of dependency is antithetical to our tradition of self-reliance. Pick up any honest textbook about American history and the
march of America is about freedom and opportunity. On the day of the invasion of the greatest army of liberation ever assembled, General Dwight D. Eisenhower told his armed forces “The eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and prayers of liberty-loving people
everywhere march with you.” These men are often called “The Greatest Generation.
Succeeding generations may call our own “the debt generation” as their dreams become enslaved to deficits so colossal that they sap
their entrepreneurial spirit, savings, and earning potential.
Big government activists are already using the BP oil spill to double down on their claim that the federal government is too small, even
while the federal response is crippled by a multilayered bureaucratic decision making process and excessive regulation. Others say the
BP oil spill is the perfect sign that America’s economic and moral might has peaked.
In his 1993 Inaugural address, President Clinton said, “There is nothing wrong with America that cannot be cured by what is right with
America.” It’s a simple yet profound point. Similarly, the primary reason Russell Kirk penned The Roots of American Order in 1974 was
to remind his country of the moral bedrock at its base, and to thereby show the way to how it could maintain greatness. In the first chapter, Kirk quotes a passage from the book of Job saying if the nation lacks foundation and order “even the light is like darkness.”
As American citizens pontificate about the future of America this July 4th, they should ask themselves what they can do to curb the contraction of liberty and promote its expansion. It is the citizens, thankfully, who will decide America’s destiny.
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Makes ya proud to put this stamp on your envelopes........
Bill Mauldin stamp honors
grunts' hero.
The post office gets a lot
of criticism. Always has, always
will.
And with the renewed push to
get rid of Saturday mail delivery, expect complaints to intensify.
But the United States Postal Service deserves a standing ovation for something that happened last month: Bill Mauldin got his own postage stamp.
Mauldin died at age 81 in the early days of
2003. The end of his life had been rugged.
He had been scalded in a bathtub, which led
to terrible injuries and infections; Alzheimer's disease was inflicting its cruelties.
Unable to care for himself after the scalding, he became a resident of a California nursing home, his health and spirits in rapid decline.
He was not forgotten, though. Mauldin, and his work, meant so much to the millions of
Americans who fought in World War II, and to those who had waited for them to come
home. He was a kid cartoonist for Stars
and Stripes, the military newspaper;
Mauldin's drawings of his muddy, exhausted, whisker- stubbled infantrymen
Willie and Joe were the voice of truth
about what it was like on the front lines.
Mauldin was an enlisted man just like the soldiers he drew for; his gripes were
their gripes, his laughs were their laughs, his heartaches were their heartaches. He was one of them. They loved him.
He never held back. Sometimes, when his cartoons cut too close for comfort, his superior officers tried
to tone him down. In one memorable incident, he enraged Gen. George S. Patton, and Patton informed
Mauldin he wanted the pointed cartoons -- celebrating the fighting men, lampooning
the high-ranking officers -- to stop. Now.
The news passed from soldier to soldier. How was Sgt. Bill Mauldin going to stand
up to Gen. Patton? It seemed impossible.
Not quite. Mauldin, it turned out, had an ardent fan: Five-star Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, supreme commander of the Allied forces in Europe. Ike put out the word: Mauldin draws what Mauldin wants. Mauldin won. Patton lost.
If, in your line of work, you've ever considered yourself a young hotshot, or if you've ever known anyone who has felt that way
about himself or herself, the story of Mauldin's young manhood will humble you. Here is what, by the time he was 23 years
old, Mauldin had accomplished: He won the Pulitzer Prize. He was featured on the cover of Time magazine. His book "Up
Front" was the No. 1 best-seller in the United States .
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All of that at 23. Yet when he returned to civilian life and he grew older, he never lost that
boyish Mauldin grin, he never outgrew his excitement about doing his job, he never big-shotted or high-hatted the people with
whom he worked every day.
I was lucky enough to be one of them; Mauldin roamed the hallways of the Chicago Sun-Times in the late 1960s and early
1970s with no more officious-ness or air of haughtiness than if he
was a copyboy. That impish look on his face remained.
He had achieved so much. He had won a second Pulitzer Prize, and
he should have won a third, for what may be the single greatest editorial cartoon in the history of the craft: his deadline rendering,
on the day President John F. Kennedy was assassinated, of the statue at
the Lincoln Memorial slumped in grief, its head cradled in its hands.
But he never acted as if he was better than the people he met. He was
still Mauldin the enlisted man.
During the late summer of 2002, as Mauldin lay in that California nursing home, some of the old World War II infantry guys caught wind of
it. They didn't want Mauldin to go out that way. They thought he
should know that he was still their hero.
Gordon Dillow, a columnist for the Orange
for people in the area to send their best
to spread the appeal nationally so that Bill
and cards had arrived at Mauldin's bedside.
Even better than that, the old soldiers began
they were there for him, as he, long ago,
that there was a waiting list. Here is how
biography of Mauldin, described it:

County Register, put out the call in Southern California
wishes to Mauldin; I joined Dillow in the effort, helping
would not feel so alone. Soon more than 10,000 letters
to show up just to sit with Mauldin, to let him know that
had been there for them. So many volunteered to visit Bill
Todd DePastino, in the first paragraph of his wonderful

"Almost every day in the summer and fall
of 2002 they came to Park Superior nursing home in
Newport Beach, California , to honor Army
Sergeant, Technician Third Grade, Bill Mauldin. They
came bearing relics of their youth: medals,
insignia, photographs, and carefully folded newspaper clip
-pings. Some wore
old garrison caps. Others arrived resplendent in uniforms
over a half century old. Almost all of them wept as they filed down the corri-dor like pilgrims fulfilling some long-neglected obligation."
One of the veterans explained to me why it was so important:
"You would have to be part of a combat infantry unit to appreciate what moments of relief Bill gave us. You had to be
reading a soaking wet Stars and Stripes in a water-filled foxhole and then see one of his cartoons."
Mauldin is buried in Arlington National Cemetery . Last
month, the kid cartoonist made it onto a first-class postage
stamp. It's an honor that most generals and admirals never
receive.
What Mauldin would have loved most, I believe, is the sight
of the two guys who are keeping him company on that stamp.
Take a look at it. There's Willie. There's Joe.
And there, to the side, drawing them and smiling that shy, quietly observant smile, is
Mauldin himself. With his buddies, right where he belongs. Forever.
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