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% TheMilitary history of African Americans x
% spans from tharrival of the first black slaves )
¥ during thecolonial history of the United ;gj
3 Statedo the present day. In every war foug K
f;: by or within the United Stategfrican o)
% Americansparticipated, including the *
% Revolutionary WartheWar of 1812 the o)
% Mexicari American Way theCivil War, the x
% SpanisiAmerican WaytheWorld Wars the o)
% Korean WartheVietnam War theGulf x
% War, and the wars iAfghanistanandiraqas o)
:g: well as other minor conflicts. :§
¥ Integration of the Armed Forces ) ]
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On July 26, 1948, Presidedarry S. Truman 3¢
- signedExecutive Order 998ihtegraing the X
military and mandating equality of treatment 3
and opportunity. It also made it illegal, per o)

\z
%N

military law, to make aacistremark. 9

7N

Desegregation of the military was not completex

7.\

for several years, and dllack Army units %
persisted well into th&orean War The last al 3¢

Az

black unit wasn't disbanded unti®54. 0}

)
€

J,
€

The integration commanded by Truman's 194&%
Executive Order extended to schools and ;:f
neighborhoods as well as military units. Fifteers
years after the Executive Ord&egcretary of x*

Az

DefenseRobert McNamarssued Department s
%* of DefenseDirective 5120.36"Every military ~ *

N N

% commander”, the Directive mandates, "has the responsibility to oppose discriminatoryg,

7N

3 practices affecting his men and their dependents and to foster equal opportunity for thk m,

3

% notonly in areas under his immewdiaontrol, but also in nearby communities where the‘Z::

7N

s« may gather in ofduty hours." a:<
3¢ 3
§§: While the directive was issued in 1963, it was not until 1967 tigafitst normilitary Z;:

3% establishment was declared-bffits. In 1970 the requirement that commanding offlcersak

§: first obtain permission from the Secretary of Defense was lifted, and areas were aIIovxZ::d to
« be declared housing areas off limits to military parss by their commanding officer. a:<

V4

< Since the end of military segregation and the creation of arolalhteer army, the 7w

4
~

. American military saw the representation of African Americans in its rankguiskly. Z;:

.\
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x A Selection ot AfricatAmerican x

3¢ %
¥  Medal of Hona Recipients from ¥
X Different War Times %
% Civil War
o) Powhatan Beaty(October 8, 1837 December 6, 1916) X
X was anAfrican Americarsoldier and actor. During the ¥
7 ~ American Civil Wahe served in th&Jnion Armys 5th 7
0 United States Colored Infeny Regimenthroughout the 3
Z Richmond Petersburg Campaighie received America's j
: highest military decoration, thiMedal of Honor for
7 taking command of his company at tBattle of 7
% . Chaffin's Farmafter all officers had been killed and/or %
o) wounded.
: William Harvey Carneyfebruary 29, 1846 December Z
o) 9, 1908) was aAfrican Americarsoldier during the o)
* American Civil Waln 1900, he was awarded tihdedal  *
o of Honorfor his gallantry in saving the regimental colorsi
o) during theBattle of Fort Wagnein 1863. Because his %
: actions preceded those of other medal honorees, he |s
7 considered to be the first African American to be grante%i
% | the Medal of Honor.
James H. Harrigl828&January 28, 1898) was an %
o) African Americatnion Armysoldier during the o)
o) American Civil Waand a recipient of America's highes
x* military decorationt the Medal of Honort for his *
% adions at theBattle of Chaffin's FarnHarris died at %
Z the approximate age of 69 and was buried?dalington Z
o) National Cemeteryn Arlington County, Virginia o)
X 3%
* 3
x* 3
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John LawsorfgJune 16, 183¢ May 3, 1919) was a 3%
United States Navgailor who received th&ledal of ;
Honorfor his actions during th&merican Civil WalOn %

lz

August 5, 1864 during thBattle of Mobile Baywhile <

Az
7N

serving as a member &fSHartfords berth deck *
ammunition party, he was seriously wounded after a 3
shell had wounded him irhe leg and killed or 5;5
wounded the rest of his crew. Despite his wounds, he7.\
remained at his post and continued to supply the
. Hartford's guns. x

7N
Az
7N
Az
7N

Robert Alexander Pinn(March 1, 1843 January 5,

1911) was arfrican AmericanUnion Army soldier j
during theAmerican Civil Warand a recipient of x
America's highest military decoratidrthe Medal of 352

Hono® for his actions at thBattle of Chaffin's Farm Z::
On that day, it was for his actions during the battle thaek
he was awarded the Medal of Honor six months later, 3 ;Kn
April 6, 1865.In 1973, the OhidNational Guard named 7

u/

its new armory in Stow, Ohio, in his honor. In 1998, the:<

7h

shooting facility at théJniversity of Akronwas renamed 3

ﬂ/

the Robert A. Pinn Shooting Rge in his honor, one of *

J,
€

the premier shooting facilities in the state of Ohio. 3

J,
€

J,
€

w Andrew Jackson Smith(September 3, 1843March 4, o}

Az

1932) was d&Jnion Army soldier during théAmerican Civil [

Az
N

4 Warand a recipient of America's highest military decoration %

' theMedal ofHonorfor his actions at thBattle of Honey Hill 7
~ When the 55th'solor bearewas killed, Smith took up the o)

4

~ battle flags and carried them through the remainder of the >¢

J,
€

1 ) fight. Smith was nominated for the Medal of Honor in 1916,

but the Army denied the nomination, citing a lack of official
records documenting his case. Smith's comnraaiddoney )

7N

Hill had not included an account of Smith's actions in the %
official battle report. It was not until January 16, 2001, 137 %

7N

-} years after the Battle of Honey Hill, that Smith was recogniz

7h

b " by Presiden8ill Clinton who presented the Medal of Honor tc
several of Smith's descendants during a ceremony §Ytitte *

J,
>

Houseon that day 0

7N
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John Denny(18467 November 26, 1901) was a
Buffalo Soldierin theUnited States Armgand a 3k

j recipient of America's highest military o)
* - decoratiod theMedal ofHono® for his actions
o) in thelndian Warsof thewestern United Stas

Denny joined the Army and by September 18, X

Az
7N

' 1879 was serving asSergeanin Company C of

the9th Cavalry RegimenOn that day, his unit %

| participated in an engagementas Animas

Az
7N

1 Canyon New Mexicq and Denny removed a %
-4 wounded comrade, under a heavy fire, to a pIaceZ::
. of safety.” For his actions, Sergeant Denny was %K

7h

‘ = awarded the Maal of Honor two years later, on *
» ~~ November 27, 1891. Denny died in 1901 and WaZ::
* burled at theUnlted States Soldiers' and Airmen's Home National Cemﬂfteryek
% Washington, D.C. X

7N

\z
%{

William McBryar (February 14, 1861 March j
8, 1941) was 8uffalo Soldierin the United 3k

Az

States Armyand a recipient of America's highesik
military decoratiori theMedal of Honofi for X
his actions during th€herry Creek Canggnin

7N

Arizona Territory )

7N

Alz
7p

McBryar joined the Army and by March 7, 189(3::
was serving as 8ergeanin Company K of the fK
10th Cavalry RegimenOn that day, he 3k
| participated in an engagementArizonawhere ¥
he "distinguished himself for coolness, braveryek
and marksmanship while his troop was in pursw
of hostileApachelndians.”" For hs actions,

ﬂ/

x Sergeant McBryar was awarded the Medal of Honor two months later, on I\a:ay
3% 3%

% 15, 1890McBryar later became @@mmissioned officeand left the Army as a &

7N

*  First LieutenantHe died at age 80 and was buried\itington National *

« CemeteryArlington County, Virginia S
% 3K
% 3K
% 3
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o Thomas Shaw(1846i June 23, 1895) wasa %
j:% Buffalo Soldierin theUnited States Armynd a o
e recipient of America's highest militadecoration 3

i theMedal of Honoii for his actions in the j
Indian Warsof thewestern United StateShaw

1 joined the Army and by August 12, 1881 was

" | serving as &ergeanin Company K of théth :

: Cavalry RegimentOn that dayhe participated in 3¢

Az

an engagement &arrizo Canyorin New
. Mexico. For his actions during the engagement
- Shaw was awarded the Medal of Honor nine s§<

'i years later, oecember 7, 1890. Shaw died in 7.

x 1895 and was buried #rlington National *
S CemeteryArlington County, Virginia o)
3 3k

Nz Az
. - - . 7N

Az

7N

Az

Moses Williams(October 10, 1845 August 2
23, 1899) was Buffalo Soldierin theUnited ;',:

* ~ States Armyand a recipient of America's *
o] highest militay decoratiod the Medal of o)
o) Hono® for his actions in théndian Warsof o)
* thewestern United States ¥

Az
>}

Az

Having been illiterate before joining the army, s« %
~ he learned to read and write, reaching the ran\.,
~ of First Sergearjust two years lateBy *
August 16, 1881, Williams was serving in %
Company | of théth Cavalry RegimenOn

that day he participated in an engagement in te:<e
foothills of theCuchillo Negro Mountaing o)
) New Mexica ®

J,
.( 7N

J, Al
.é 7&

& For his actions during the battle, Williams was awarded the Medal of Hono*

(4
N 7N

« fifteen years later, on November 12, 18%8illiams became one dhe first %

Iz

® African-AmericanOrdnance Sergeants 1886, and starting in 1895, served a"‘

N

¢ Fort StevensOregon where he was charged with the care of lagmstal gun 3

Iz

« emplacementde died at the age of S dwas buried irFort Vancouver %
Military Cemetery Vancouver, Washington X
N o)
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Spanisii American War *
f Edward Lee Baker Jr. (December 28, 1865 in o

*

Laramie County, Wyoming August 26, 1913 in %

(4

Los Angele¥was an AfricarAmericanUnited

Az
7N

States ArmySergeant Majothat received the 3k
Medal of Honorfor actions during th&panisli
American Wad while under fire, he rescued a 3
wounded soldier frordrowning ¢

A notableAfrican-American Medal of Honor o)
recipient Baker is also known for being the *®
maternal grandfather of jazz saxophonist and Osc>:<
nomineeDexter GordonHe was the father of ;;;
Gordon's mother, Gwendolyn Baker. 3

Az
7N

Az
7N

Dennis Bell(December 28, 1866 September 25,
1953) was 8uffalo Soldierin theUnited States

7.'

Army and a recipient of America's highest militar *

\l/

decoratio® theMedal of Honod for his actions
in theSpaniskiAmerican Wa. Bell joined the j
Army andby June 30, 1898 he was serving as a *

Privatein Troop H of thelOth Cavalry Regiment ;E;
On that day, American forces aboard Herida ;::
nearTrinidad, Cubadispatched a landing party to s

7.\

provide reconnaissance &panishoutposts in the %
area. The party was discovered by Spanish scou;

\'/

and came under heavy fire; theirat® were sunk a:<

7.\

by enemy cannon fire, leaving them stranded on %
shore. *

Alg
7N

Az
7N

The men aboard tHelorida launched several rescue attempts. The fifth *

attempt, manned by Bell and three other Privates of the 10th Cdaalnghed %
at night and successfully found and rescued the surviving members of the ¥

\'/

landing party. One year later, on June 23, 188%9/wereawarded the Medal *

Alg
7N

of Honor for their actions in what had come to be known aBd#tke of

7N
Alg

Tayacoba Dennis Bell reached the rank Gbrporalbefore leaving the Army. *

Alg
7N

He died at age 86 and was buriedAtington National Cemetry, Arlington %

County; Virginia. o)

Alg
7N

%.’ 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9" 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9 N


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laramie_County,_Wyoming
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sergeant_Major#United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish%E2%80%93American_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish%E2%80%93American_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drowning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_African_American_Medal_of_Honor_recipients
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_African_American_Medal_of_Honor_recipients
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dexter_Gordon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Soldier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish%E2%80%93American_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Private_(rank)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/10th_Cavalry_Regiment_(United_States)
http://www.spanamwar.com/transports.htm#Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinidad,_Cuba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Tayacoba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Tayacoba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corporal#United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arlington_National_Cemetery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arlington_County
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arlington_County
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia

SIE I SN SIE SIE SIE SIE 16 316 36 S SIE SIE 16 316 316 31 SIE SIE IE 16 316 31 S SIE SIE IE 316 316 31 SIE SIE SIE I I S SIE SIE SIE I I SISk Sk SIS i i e Sk

World War |

¥

¥
74

N

¥

Iz
~

E3

E3
e

Nz

7N

Nz

7N

Nz

7N

Nz

7N

Nz

7N

Nz

7N

Nz

7N

Nz

7N

A%

7N

Nz

7N

Nz

7N

A%

7N

A%

7N

A%

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

A4

7N

4

7N

Az

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

4

7N

Alg

7N

Az

7N

Az

7N

Ag

7N

A

7N

Ag

7N

4

7N

A

7N
3
3
3
3
3

(4

N
Iz

N
V4

N
Iz

N
4
~
V4
~
V4
~
V4
~

SIS SIS SIE 316 316 306 3 S SIE 3IE 316 316 316 316 SIE SIE 316 316 316 3 S SIE SIE 316 I 316 31 SIE SIE SIE I I SIE SIE SIE S I SIS SIE SIS S S S Sk 3K

Freddie Stowers(January 12, 1896
September 28, 1918) was a black
Americancorporalin theUnited States
Army who was killed in action during
World War |, while serving in an
American unit under fench command.
Over 70 years later, he posthumously
received théviedal of Honorfor his
actions.

Early on the morning of September 28,

. A 1918, Stowers' company was ordered t(
assaultCo6te188, a taII heavily defended hill overlooking a farm n&ateuil-et
Montfauxelles in theArdennegegion of France. The lieutenant commanding Stowers
platoonwent down, followed by the more senimwncommissioned officer€orporal
Stowers, trained to leadsactionof a rifle squad was now in command of a battered and
demoralized platoon.

Stowers began crawling toward a German machine gun nest and shouted for his mer
follow. Inspired by Stowers' couragthe men forged ahead and successfully drove the
Germans from the hill and into the plain below. Stowers, meanwhile, succumbed to hi?
wounds orCote188. Shortly after his death, Stowers was recommended for the Medal3
Honor; however, this recommendatiwas never processadotivated by institutional
racism In 1990, at the instigation @ongresstheDepartment of the Armgonducted a
review and the&stowers recommendation was uncovered.

On April 24, 19916 seventythree years after he was kill@gtaction, Stowers' surviving
sisters, Georgina and Mary, received the medal from Preﬁmrrge H.W. Busht the
White House il
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3
William Henry Johnson (circa July 15, ;
18921 July 1, 1929), commonly known 3¢

asHenry Johnson was aJnited States 3

Army soldier who performed heroically
in the first African American unit of the s«

U.S. Army to engage in combat in
World War |. x

Az
7N

On watch in théArgonne Foresbn May
14, 1918, he fought off a German raid it

Az

handto-hand combat, killing multiple %

Az
7N

German soldiers and rescuing a fellow ¢
soldier while experiencing 21 wounds, j
in an action that was brought to the %
nation's attention by coverage in the X%

,!‘
' 2 et
e

4 New York WorldindThe Saturday X

;, Evening Poslater that year. In 1918, 7

A racism against African Americans was %

common among white American troops ¥

and up the line within the U.S. military,

while French troops welcomed them. Johnson was recognized byetfieh j
with aCroix de guerrewith starand bronze palm, and was the first American*
soldier inWorld War Ito receive that honor. %

g
7N

From 1919 on, Henry Johnson's story has been part of wider considerations
treatment ofAfrican Americans in the Great War. There was a long struggle

Az
7N

achieve awards for him from the U.S. military. He was finally awarded the
Purple Hearin 1996. In 2002, the U.$nilitary awarded him th®istinguished 3

7N
Az

Service CrossPrevious efforts to secure the Medal of Honor failed, but in 3

Alg
7N

2015 he was honored with the award. N

Alg
7N

Alg
7N

On June 2, 201%rivate Johnsowas awarded thieledal of Honorby o}

Alg

PresidenBarack Obaman a posthumous ceremony at thhite House )

Alg
7N

PresidenObama pesented the Medal of Honor @mmand Sgt. Maj. Louis ¢

Alg
7N

Wilson of the New York National Guard on behalf of Private Johnson. The %

7N
Alg

award was presented to Command Sgt. Malson instead of nexbf-kin due  *

Alg
7N

to Private Johnson having no living relatives 3%

Alg
7N

Alg
7N

Alg
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% Edward Allen Carter Jr. (May 26, 1916 January 30, 1963) *

~
Iz 7
N

52 was aUnited States Armgtaff sergeanwho received théledal of 3
Honorfor his actions during March 1945 during World Warle 3
was the son ahissionarieswith a black American father and an 70

A\
7N

East Indian mothexyherehe grew up inndiaand then moved to 3«
Shanghai, ChinaCarter had entered the Army on September 26, >

Alz
7.\

1941 and was a member of a unique type of organizatioime *
Seventh Armyinfantry Company Number 1 (Provisionabfth 3%
Armored Infantry Battalion12th Armored DivisiomearSpeyer, %

3
Germany 3

Az
7N

O On March 23, 1945, Carter, a-98arold infantry staff sergeant,  *

:5: her0|cally acted when the tank on which he was riding was tbabgokdire. Dismounted, x

7N

%  Carter led three soldiers across an open field. In the process, two of the men were killed %nd

Nz

7 the other seriously wounded. Carter continued alone and was wounded five times be@pre"‘)ein

Az
7N 7N

sk forced to take cover. Eight German soldiers tried to capture him, but he killed six and 3«

4

% captured the remaining two. He used the two captured Germans as a shield from enemy>
% he recrossed the field. His prisoners provided valuable information amyetnsop *

7N
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3 disposition for his unit. For this he was awardedNteelal of Honor *
o) Y Major Charles Leroy Thomas(April 17, 1920i February 15, %
* 1980 was aUnited States Armyfficer who was awarded the x
o) Distinguished Service Crossr his actions while a company o)
3% commander during the capture of Climbach, France in $§944de 3
x secondAfrican Americanto be awarded one duriMyorld War 1. o
o) This award was upgraded ttee Medal of Honorawarded %
3 posthumouslyn 1997. 3¢

4
7N

Alg
7N
Az
7N

Az
7N

Alg
7N

He joined the Army idanuary 1942ndwas assigned to th&l4th x
Tank Destroyer Battaligrand sent t®fficer Candidate Schophe ol

N

3 was commissioned asseecond Lieutenamh March 19430n 3k
* December 14, 1944, Thomas led a task fofdes tank destroyers to
o) stormChmbach Approaching Climbach, Thomas' armossbut camwas knocked out by o)
3¢ enemy fre and he was woundedespite his woundshe strong performance of the platoon 3¢
% ensured the capture of the town and forced the defenders to withdrawSiedfréed Line *
% The unit was awardedRistinguished Unit Citatiorthe first black combat unio be so o)

% honored) and its men received f@&ilver Starsand nineBronze StarsThomas himself was 3

¥ awarded th®istinguished Service Crogsr his part in the engagemefihomas retired with j:

N

s« the rank of Major. In the 1990s, follamg a study which indicated severe racial %

¢ discrimination in the process of awarding medals during the war, it was recommended th*:

’E: seven Distinguished Service Crosses be upgraded to Medals of Honor, and Thomas wa: \.,

N

3¢ awarded the Medal of Honor posthumouslyJanuary 13, 1997. e::
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4 Alg
N 7N

%.’ 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9 N 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ 9.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.’ %.‘ %.‘ ;.‘ 9.‘ ;.‘ ;.‘ ;.‘ ;.‘ ;.‘ 9.‘ 9.‘ 9.‘ 9.‘ 9.‘ 9.‘ 9.‘ 9.‘ 9.‘ 9.‘ 9.‘ 9.’ éq’ 9:% é:é 9.‘ 9 N


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Staff_Sergeant#United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shanghai,_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seventh_United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/56th_Infantry_Regiment_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/56th_Infantry_Regiment_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._12th_Armored_Division
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infantry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panzerschreck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Service_Cross_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Posthumous_recognition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Posthumous_recognition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/614th_Tank_Destroyer_Battalion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/614th_Tank_Destroyer_Battalion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Officer_Candidate_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Lieutenant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climbach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scout_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siegfried_Line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Unit_Citation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_Star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze_Star_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Service_Cross_(United_States)

SIE I SN SIE SIE SIE SIE 16 316 36 S SIE SIE 16 316 316 31 SIE SIE IE 16 316 31 S SIE SIE IE 316 316 31 SIE SIE SIE I I S SIE SIE SIE I I SISk Sk SIS i i e Sk

3% K
; Vernon Joseph Baker ¥
3 (December 17, 1910 July 13, %
¢ 2010) was aJnited States Army ;éj
3k officer who received th®edal of 3«
* Honor, the highestnilitary award ¥
o) given by the United States o)
K Government for his valorous %

e
£
e
£
£
e
e
£
£
e
ES

4
7N

actions duringVorld War Il. He
was awarded the medal for his 3
actions on April 56, 1945 near jf
Viareggio, Italy 3

Baker entered the Army on June 3
26, 1941, six months prior to the 3
U.S. entry into World War Il. He  Z¢

sk went through training a&amp %
* Wolters Texas, and after x
o) completingOfficer Candidate o)
3 Schoolwascommissioneds a %

¥ second lieutenaran January 11, 1948 early spring, 1945, his unit was pulled from thef::

7N

s« reserve status and ordered into combat. On the morning of April 5, Baker paetidipat a::
::: an attack on th&ermanstronghold of Castle Aghinolfi. During the assault, Baker led hl‘:"
s« heavy weapons platoon throuGerman armylefenses to within sight of the castle, ;E<

4

>¢  personally destroying a machine gun position, two observation posts, two bunkers, arﬂ\ a

4
7N

% network of German telephone lines along the way. It was for these and other actions, 3.

7N 17X

* including lealing a battalion advance under heavy fire, that he was later awarded the 3

3

% Medal of Honor. ;;;
% After the end of the war, Baker remained in Europe with the Allied occupation forces l%3<|t|I
% 1947butlost his commission due to the lack of a college educafitter the Korean ;:2

3 Armisticein 1953, Baker was administratively reduced to the enlisted ranks. He rema|a:<=d

3

7 inthe Army and rose to the rank Mfster Sergeante retired from the Army in 1968 Z::

7N N

s« and was promoted on the retired list to first lieutenant, the highest rank he held 3%
% In 1993, a study commissioned by the U.S. Army described systematic racial ;E;

3

7= discrimination in the criteria for awarding decorations during World War Il. At the time *

\'/
7N

sk no Medals of Honor had been awarded to the black American soldiers who served in ;;<
% World Warll. After an exhaustive review of files, the study recommended that ten blac

s« Distinguished Service Crosscipientshave their military awards upgraded to the Medal 3
% of Honor. %

Alg Alg
7N 7N

%  On January 13, 1997, President Bill Clintoelatedlyawarded the Medal of Honor to %

3
N

% seven of the World War Il veterans; Baker was the only living recipient of the medal afi):he

N

% time. He died in 2010 at the age of 90. fgf
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% Korean War <
; Cornelius H. Charlton (July 24, 1929 June 2, 1951) wassaldierin the United ¢
; States Armyduring theKorean War SergeanCharltonposthumouslyeceived théviedal jj
%* of Honorfor his actions neaChipo-ri, South Koreaon June 2, 1951. *
j: Enlisting out of high school in 1946, Charlton served first in :é:
3¢ occupied Germanyhenoccupied Japam administrative 3¢
X duties before requesting transfer to the front. Charlton was
o) transferred to theegregate@4th Infantry Regimen25th ol
x Infantry Divisionfighting in the Korean War. During a battle %
o) for Hill 543 near the village of Chipn, Charlton took o)
* command of his platoon after its commanding offie@as x
o) injured, leading it on three successive assaults of the hill. %

4
7N

4
7N

4
7N

4

Charlton continued to lead the attack despite mortal wounds 0
until Chinesdroops occupying it were dgoyed, saving his Z::
S platoon. For these actions, Charlton was awarded the medal ;:<

4 Az
7N A 7N
4 Az

% In 1950, Charlton was assigned to @ecupation of Japaand was given an o)
s« administrative job oi®©kinawawith an engineering group of tli#ghth United States %
% Army. However, Charlton indicated a desire to fight inloeean Way and so he o

:E: requested transfer to a front line unitSouth KoreaThe regiment was one of the facto ;EE

4

% segregated units, made up almost entirely of African Americarieddsy white officers. >

¥ Fromits arrival in September 1950, the regiment had been plagued by poor performa::,:e

7N~

3¢ and accusations of cowardice. Division commandajor GeneraWilliam B. Keanhad 3

A4 Az
7~ N

% requested the unit be disbanded, finding the regiment "untrustworthy." 0

7N 7N

J, |,
5 5
4

> Charlton arrived at C Company of the regiment's 1st Battalion in early 1954t &rst x

J,
;.é 7N

s Wwas regarded with suspicion by officers and leaders in his usiergeanthe was made a 3

7N

3 squad leadean the 3rd Platoon, and quickly impressed his undimpany commander a:<

3

% Wwith his natural leadership ability, and soon his squad was consideredeaumit. In Z::
s« May 1951, Charlton was made tplatoon sergeara#nd his commander had recommendesk
% him for abattlefield commission *

Ag \'/
7N

3 In the following years, Charlton was honored numerous times, but was controver3|allya:<lot

3

% given a spot irArlington National Cemeterya custom which is routinely afforded to all %

)
3 3¢

s« Medal of Honor recipientsyhich his family claimed was due tacial discrimination 3
*  Instead American LegiorPost 32 in Beckley offered to bury Charlton in their own fff
% cemetery. On Matt 10, 1989, Charlton was reburied there with full military honors at a
3¢ ceremony attended by congressmen, several US Army generals, lambarguard Of o

3 Az
N

w 252 buried there, Charlton was the only African American. The controversy receive ;;;

7N

3 national coverage when it was written about inltbe Angeles Time©n Novembefl. 2, *

3

7 2008, following efforts of other Medal of Honor winners, Charlton was finally reburied x*

74 \'/
N

s« Arlington National Cemetery, where his remains currently reside. ;z
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William Henry Thompson (16 August 1927 6 August
1950) was &Jnited States Armygoldier and a recipient of the
United States military's highest decoration, Medal of
Honor, for his actions in th&orean War Thompson entered
the Army in 1945 and served toursAtaskaandJapan At

the outbreak of the Korean War, Thompson wasahine
gunnerof theU.S. 24th Infantry Regimenade facto
segregatednit.

to theU.S. 24th Infantry Regiment).S. 25th Infairy
Division which was assigned to the p&orld War |l
occupation of Japaris Military Occupational Specialtwas

| 4812, that of a heavy weapan$antrymanwho operated
automatic weapon§ he 24th Infantry was de factosegregatednit, but Thompson
nonetheless enjoyed his time in the military. Thompson was also a skdlégmarand
rarely had behavioral problems. He was contenterdtver ranks of the military, preferring
to follow orders instead of giving them.

The 24th Infantry first came into heavy contact Wibrth KoreanPeople's Armyroops on
July 22 during thebattle of SangjuNorth Korean rifle fire came in on the dispersed
regiment® and its troops almost immediately began retreating from the front, ignoring
officers' commands to stay in position. Historibteme the retreat as much on officers'
ineptitude as on the panicking of individual soldiers. The 24th quickly gained a poor
reputation as a "bug out" unit, blasted for its poor performance during combat. Historians>
contend its accomplishments, particufeat theBattle of Yechonwere ignored, while
shortcomings were seized upon to depict the 24th as-pasulmit, and AfricarAmericans as
inferior soldiers to whites.

During theBattle of Masann August 1950, Thompson was part of a unit conducting an
offensive along th€usan Perimete¥WhenNorth Korearntroops attacked his company and
caused many men to panic and wraffThompson stood his grourny; manninghe last heavy
weapon in the platoon: hi80 calibeMM1917 Browning machine guifhompson soon
became the focus of the North Korean flie.refusedorders to evacuate despite being
wounded, and covering the retreat of his platoon until he was killed by a grénf@eedays
later, wherM Company retook the area, they discovered Thompson had ntestestandand
killed a large number of North Koreans before dyidg had prevented higher casualties in
his unit as iwithdrew.For his actions, Thompson was awarded the Medal of Honor, one c
only two African Americango be so honored in the war.

Thompson's actions were initially overlooked by division commanders, who instead focusk
on the poor performance of the 24th Infantry Regiment, whose soldiers panicked and fle¢
from combat. Thompson initially receivedsdver Star Medafor the action, On Jun21951,
General of the Armpmar Bradleypresented Thompson's mother with Medal of Honoy
posthumously recognizinhompson's actions.
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3¢ %
% 3
¢ Vietnam War %
- | Private First Clasgames Anderson Jr. 3
. B | (January 22, 1947 February 28, 1967) %
1@y was aUnited States Marineho *
0 posthumouslyeceived théVledal of S
o) Honorfor heroism while serving in o)
* Vietnamin February 1967. When his 3
o) Medal of Honor was awarded on August %
X 21, 1967 he became the first African X
% American U.S. Marine recipient of the
o) Medal of Honor. o)
* Private Anderson left college to enlistin
o) the United States Marin€orpson
* February 17, 1966 and receivextruit x*
% trainingwith the 1st Recruit Training
o) Battalion,Marine Corps Recruit Depot, X
3 San Diego, CaliforniaHe was promoted to 3
o) private first class upon graduation from %
: recruit training in August 1966. He then transferre@#&mp Pendletgn
7 California where he received further training with the 2nd Battalion, 2nd
% Infantry Training Regiment. o)
% In December 1966, Private Anderson arrived in the RepobNietnam, *
¥ where he served as a rifleman with Compangrfe, Battalion 3rd Marines
%  3rd Marine Divisionin Quang Tri Province. On February 28, 1967, he was
% mortally wounded when he covered a grenade with his body to save his
¥ teammate

Ag Alz
7~ 7N

s« The United States Navy prepositioning ship, USNEC James Anderson Jr. 3

Ag

¥ (T-AK 3002) is named in honor of Medal of Honor recipient James Andersc

Az

7 Jr. The name James Anderson Jr. is inscribed ovidteam Veterans 7
% Memorial("The Wall") on Panel 15ERow 112.James Anderson Jr. o)
* Memorial Parkin Carson, Californigat the corner of Wilmington and *
% University, was named after James AnderdonAnd Anderson Avenue in -~
% Compton, California, is named after htoo. o)
3 3
3 3
3 3
3 3
3 3
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3%
% Ly i Y . Lawrence Joel(February 22, 1928

e " February 4, 1984) waslénited States

y- Army Sergeant First Clasgho served in
theKoreanandVietnam WarsWhile
serving inVietnam as amedicwith the
rank of Specialist Fivassigned to 1st
Battalionof the503rd Infantry Regimenh
the 173rd Airborne Brigadeloel received
the Silver Starand theMedal of Honorfor
his heroism in a battle with théet Cong
that occurred on November 8, 1965. He
was the first medic to earn the Medal of
Honor during the Vietnam conflieind the
first living black Americarto receive this
medal since th&panisihAmerican Waiin
1898.

w decided to join thé&nited States Armymaking a career out of iOn November 8, 1965

s« thenSpecialist Fivdeawrence Joel and his battalionpgEratroopersvere sent on a patrol

7~ for Viet Congsoldiers neaBien Hog War Zone "D'in the heart oVietham conducting
s« Operation HumpJoel and his battalion shortly found themselves in & ¥@&gambush

v first aid to wounded soldiers.

7~ Joel defied orders to stay to the ground and riskelif@ito help the many wounded

s« soldier's chest in order to seaktivound until the supplies were refreshed. After the
7 firefight which lasted over twenty four hours, Joel was hospitalized and shipped to
s« locations includingsaigon, VietnanandTokyo, Japarto recover.

s« example under most adverse conditions was an inspiration to all. SP6 Jdelisgro

3¢ Armed Forces of his countride retired from military service in9473 and died in 1984.
w Heisburied inArlington National Cemetengrlington, Virginia

5. Asthe third of 16 childremnd die to the extreme poverty of his family, from the age of
3¢ to 18, Joel was raised by a neighboring family, the Samuels. In 1946, at age 18, Joel

> outnumbered six to one. Under heavy gunfire, Joel did his duty as a medic, administe

*  His meticulous attention to duty saved a large number of lives and his unselfish, darin?

s« in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and reflect great credit upon himself and they
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s« soldiers. Even after being shot twjdeel continued to do his job; he bandaged his wourZEZs
> and continued to help the wounded in not only his unit, but in the nearby company as
% When his medical supplies were depleted, he hobbled around the battlefield for more,
3% using a makeshiftrutch Joel attended to thirteen troops and saved the life of one soldi
7 who suffered from a severe chest woundrgrovising and placing a plastic bag over the

Az
el
|,

5
|,
S

Vs~
5
|,
>
|,
>
|,
5
|,
5
|,
5
|,
5
|,
5
4
N
Az
7N

Alg
7N

% concern for his fellow soldiers, at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty *re
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Melvin Morris (born January 7, ;gf

1942) is a U.S. Army veteran of the 3

Vietnam War, é5pecial Forces 352
Soldier("Green Beret"), and a 3
recipient of theMedal of Honor j:
In 1959 Morris joined the :52

Oklahoma Army National Guard Z::
and soon after joined the active dutya:<
Army. "Being in the military was o)

Az
7N

better than being in trouble," he saidy

He excelled in the military, fgf
becoming one of the firséreen o)
Beretsin 1961 and twice 3

. . Az
volunteered for tours in Vietnam. 3
N

\z
%g\

Morris received the Medal of Honor %:<
for his valorous actions on 3:)

7N

Septerber 17, 1969, while *
commanding the Third Company, Third Battalion of the IV Mobile Strike Force near C*

\0/

Lang, Vietnam. Thestaff Sgt, Morris led an advance across enemy lines to recover th3 )
body of a fallen sergeant. Morris sindglandedly destroyed @nemy force with a bag of %

7N

grenades in a series of bunkers that was pinning his battalion down. Morris was shot x.ree

7N

times during that engagement. 3%

)
€

Az

Staff Sergeant Morrisoé affiliated compxn

Alz

and were subsequentiynigaged by a hostile force. Staff Sergeant Morris learned by rac
that a fellow team commander had been killed near an enemy bunker and he |mmed|Z:)er
reorganized his men into an effective assault posture before advancing forward and a:<

splitting off withtwo men t o recover the team comrrZ::lm

maneuver, the hostile force concmantrat\'fd
element and successfully wounded both men accompanying him. After assisting the t*o
wounded men backtohisfacs 6 | i ne s, Staff Sergeant ;K\/Io

withering enemy fire with only his men¥s
7.\
\0/

While enemy machine gun emplacements continuously directed strafing fusillades ag;g nst
him, Staff Sergeant Morris destroyed the posit with hand grenades and continued his %
assault, ultimately eliminating four bunkers. Upon reaching the bunker nearest the fall\ogn
team commander, Staff Sergeant Morris repulsed the enemy, retrieved his comrade E%'<

7.\

began the arduous trek back to frieniifies. He was wounded three times as he struggle;
forward, but ultimately succeeded in returning his fallen comrade to a friendly posmonak

Az

Morris received thdedal of Honorfrom PresidenBarack Obaman a March 18, 2014 &

J,
>

ceremony in th&Vhite House 3

J,
>
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Charles Calvin Rogers(September 6, 1929
September 21, 1990) wadJaited States Armypfficer
and a recipient of America's highest military
decoratio® the Medal of Honod for his actions in the
Vietnam War Charles Rogers joined the U.S. Army
through theArmy ROTCprogram at West Virginia State
College (nowWest Virginia State UniversijylInstitute,
West Virginig in 1952, and by 1968 was serving as a
lieutenant colonel in command of 1st Battalibth Field

| Artillery Regiment 1st Infantry Divisionin Vietham

. On November 1, 1968, 1st Battalion was mannifigea
support base the Fishhookregion near th€ambodian
— “ Dborder when it came under heavy attdokthe early
morning hours the fire supportd®mwas subjected to a concentrated bombardment of
heavymortar, rocketandrocket propelled grenadie. Lt. Col. Rogers with complete
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disregard for his $aty moved through the hail of fragments from bursting enemy round;;<

to the embattled area. He aggressively rallied the dazed artillery crewmen to man the

howitzersand he directed thefire on the assaulting enemy. Although knocked to the

ground and wounded by an exploding round, Lt. Col. Rogers sprang to his feet and le
small counterattack force against an enemy element that had penetrated the howitzetr

Az
7.\

7.\
7z
O

\l/
7.\

7.\
\l/

positions. Although painfullyvounded a second time during the assault, Lt. Col. Roger‘w

pressed the attack killing several of the enemy and driving the remainder from the
positions.

Refusing medical treatment, Lt. Col. Rogers reestablished and reinforced the defensi:
positions. At davn the determined enemy launched a third assault against the fire base

an attempt to overrun the position. Lt. Col. Rogers moved to the threatened area and >
directed lethal fire on the enemy forces. While directing the position defense, Lt. Col.

7.\
Az

7N

Az

7N

Az
7.\
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l
%.(
7.\
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Rogers vas seriously wounded by fragments from a heavy mortar round which explod%:d

on theparapebf the gun position. Although too severely wounded to physically lead t

defenders, Lt. Col. Rogercontinued to give encouragement and direction to his men in
the defeating and repelling of the enemy attack. Lt. Col. Rogers' dauntless courage ai
heroism inspired the defenders of the fire support base to the heights of valor to defes

determined andumerically superior enemy force

For his actions during the battle, Lieutenant Colonel Rogers was nominated for the M
of Honor. His nomination was approved and, on May 14, 1970, Regapsesented with
aMedal of Honor by PresideRichard Nixonat a ceremony in thé&/hite HouseRogers
rose to the rank ahajor generabefore leaving the army in 1984. He later became a
Baptistminister, serving U.S. troops stationed@ermanyHe died in Munich, Germany,
at age 61 and is buried Arlington National CemetepArlington County, Virginia
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John Earl Warren Jr. (November 16,
194671 January 14, 1969) wads mited
States Armyofficer and a recipient of the
U.S. military's highest decorati@ the
Medal of Honord for his actions in the
Vietnam War

Warren was commanding a platoonTiay

Ninh Province Vietham when the unit

came under attack. During the fight,

Warren fell on an enemhrowngrenade

to shield othes from the blast. The action
cost him his life.

to reinforce another friendly unit,
Company C came under intense fire froms
a welkfortified enemy force. Disregarding his safety, 1st Lt. Warren with
several of his mebegan maneuvering through the hail of enemy fire towards
the hostile positions.

When he had come to within 6 feet of one of the enemy bunkers and was
preparing to toss a hand grenade into it, an enemy grenade was suddenly
thrown into the middle of his sall group. Thinking only of his men, 1st Lt.
Warren fell in the direction of the grenade, thus shielding those around him?
from the blast. His action, performed at the cost of his life, saved 3 men fros
serious or mortal injury.

First Lt. Warren's ultimataction of sacrifice to save the lives of his men was
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflects great
credit on him, his unit, and the U.S. Army.
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3 Matthew Leonard (November 26,1929 X
3% February 28, 1967) wasUnited States Army 3%

j soldier who received America's highest m|I|tary§::
3% decoratio® the Medal of Honod for his i<
X actions in the&/ietham War X
;EQ Matthew Leonard entered the Army from ;EQ
* Birmingham, Alabamin 1949. He served in ¥
o) both theKorean Warmnd the Vietham War. On ;EE
x* February 28, 1967, Leonard was serving as a *
o) platoon Serges with Company B, 1st ;5;
* Battalion,16th Infantry 1st Infantry Division *
o) near Suoi DaSouth Vietnam :;:
* When his platoon came under attack on that dﬁkf
o) by a large enemy force employing small arms, 3:)
% automatic weapons, and hand grenades. %§<
o) Although the platoon leader and other key &
o leaders were among the wounded, he rallied hsk
X men to throw back the initial assaults. X

3¢ During a pause that followed he organized a perimeter, redistributed ammunition, ancak

3

7 inspired his comrades by his forceful leaders&iprgeant Leonard organized the defensef::

7N
% and encouraged his meRefusing medical attentidn spite ofsuffering several wounds, a:<

4

> he continued to move from position to position to direct the fire of his mereridray 3;;
;5; moved a machinegun into a location where it could sweep the entire perimeter and thw
*  threat was magnified when the platoon machinegun in this area malfunctiteed. fgf
% continued to command and eventually charged an enemy machine gun. %
3k %

*  Sergeant Leonarcrawled to the gun position and was helping to clear the malfunction *

J,
;.é 7g\

s« when the gunner and other men in the vicinity were wounded by fire from the enemy

7N~

3¢ machinegun. He rose to his feet, charged the enemy gun and destroyed the hostile cr%:wv

3

% despite being hiseveral times by enemy fire. He moved to a tree, propped himself aga?:)\st

7N

s« it, and continued to engage the enemy until he succumbed to his many wblisds. a:<

4

7= fighting spirit, heroic leadership, and valiant acts inspired the remaining members of rZ:;:
;E; platoon to hold back the enemy until assistance arrittlwas wounded again during the;g
ifi charge, and died soon aftd?/Sgt. Leonard's profound courage and devotion to his merffi
s are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service, and hésgactions )

7N

% reflect great credit upon himself and the U.S. Army *

. For his actions on that day, Sergeant Leonard received the Medal of Honor. Leonard"s

§§ widow Lois and her family were presented with his Medal of Honor by Predigiadbn 75:

. B. Johnsorduring a ceremony déhe Pentagoon December 19, 196®atthew Leonard %,

N 7N

% is buried inFort Mitchell, Alabam& National Cemetery %

Iz Alg
N 7N
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igé Clarence Eugene Sassdborn September ;EZ
¢ 12, 1947) is a formeunited States Army o)
% soldier and a recipient of the U.S. military's 3
f highest decoration, thdedal of Honory for 9
: his actions in th&/ietnam War :
7 Sasser served asambat medien the United 7
% States Armyduring theVietnam war A ZE?
X member of Headquarters and Headquarters Z::
7 Company, 3rd Battalior§Oth Infantry 355
o) Regiment 9th Infantry Division he was a o)
x private first clasattached to the 3rd ?Ef
* ' Battalion's Company A when he earned the a:<
¥ medal and eventually was promotedspecialist five
¥ He was serving as a medical miah with Company A, 3d Battalion,ona X

Il

% reconnaissance in force operation. His company was making an assault Wla:<,

4

n
% suddenly it was taken under heavy small arms, recoilless rifle, machmegunwind

4

* rocket fire from well fortified enemy positions on 3 sides @f ldmding zone. *

4 Az
7N 7N

s During the first few minutes, over 30 casualties were sustained. 3%

4 Az
7N 7.\
4
7N

s Without hesitation, Sp5c. Sasser ran across an open rice paddy through a ;::ail

3

¥ of fire to assist the wounded. After helping 1 man to saketywas painfully ;;:

7N

% wounded in the & shoulder by fragments of an exploding mortar. Refusing 3

4
7N

s« medical attention, he ran through a barrage of rocket and automatic Weapo\»

4

* fire to aid casualties of the initial attack and, after giving them urgently neectd

)
3 3¢

% treatment, continued to search foretlvounded. 3%

Az Alz
77~ 7N

Ag Alz
7~ 7N

s Despitetwo additional wounds immobilizing his legs, he dragged himself

3

% through the mud toward another soldier 100 meters away. Although in

7N N

% agonizing pain and faint from loss of blood, Sp5c. Sasser reached the man%K

Ag
7N

% treated him, and proceeded  encourage another group of soldiers to crawns

Alg

7 200 meters to relative safety. There he attended their wounds for 5 hours L;::til

7~

3% they were evacuated. 3%

Alg Alg
7N 7N

Alg Alg
7N 7N

s«  He received the medal from Presid&nthard Nixonin 1969 for his actions on s

¥ January 10, 1968, iDinh Tuong ProvinceRepublic of Vietnam o)
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3 Rodney Maxwell Davis(April 7, 1942i ol
o) September 6, 1967) wadJaited States Marine o

E3 ¥

sk sergeant who wagsosthumouslyawardeed theMedal of 5
* Honorfor heroism above and beyond the call of duty >
1967, during th&ietnam War )
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He enlisted in the United States Marine Carps o)

Az
7N

August 31, 196andthen reported for recruit training 3,

7N

with the First Recruit Training Battaliddarine Corps %
Recruit Depot Parris Islan&outh CarolinaHe then T

7K

\ joined Company K3rd Battalion, 2nd Marine2nd %
Marine Division FMF, at Camp Lejeune arskrved as %

Az
7N

a rifleman until May 1964. While stationed at Camp

Az

Lejeune, he was promotedRuoivate First ClagsApril 3¢

o) 1, 1962, and thance CorporalJanuary 1, 1964. o)
’§: Lance Corporal Davis was ordered to London, England, for a-yle@etour of duty as ?Ei
% Guard with the United States Marine Detachment, Naval Activities. &epromoted to 3
% Corporal January 1, 1966, and &ergeantDecember 1, 1966. x
:E: Ordered to thérepublic of Viethamn August 1967, he was assigned duty as a Platoon ZE:
% Guide with Company BFirst Battalion Fifth Marines First Marine Division On o
% September 6, 1967, he was operating with his unit iQtbel” Nagn Provinceon a search %
% and clear mission durinQperation Swiftwhen they were attacked byamerically x*
% superior force of attacking North Viethnamese Army RegulBieplatoonwere pinned o)
% down in atrenchline by mortars heavy automatic and small arms fiveere Sergeant *
::: Davis was directing the fire of his men in an attempt to repel the enemy &taalent :::
s« from man to man encouraging them on and also returning fire at the same time. %
j: An enemyhand grenadgell in the trenches his men were fighting from &efgeant j:

s Davis, realizing the gravity of the situation, and in a final valiant act of complete self 3«

7~ sacrifice, instantly threw mself upon the grenade, absorbing with his own body the fulP€

A Az
N <

% and terrific force of the explosiarte saved his fellow Marindsom injury and possible 3

4 Az

> |oss of life,thatenabled his platoon to hold its vital position ol

A Az
N N

:E: This selfless act earnddm the nation's highest military decoratjahe Medal of Honoy ;E;
75: and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps andriied States Naval Service 75:
% He gallantly gave his life for his countrresentation of the Medaf Honewas made )

N N

% posthumously to his widow, Mrs. Judy[Pavis, by Vice President Spiro T. Agnew in his %

Alg

% office. o)
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